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500/Free to Deployed Areas 


Afghan soldiers prepare to 
enter a building during an 
exercise at Camp Shorabak, 
northwest of Lashkar 
Gah in Helmand province, 
Afghanistan, last month. 

Luke Hoogendam 

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Wife of Iraq War vet faces deportation Friday 

By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 



Courtesy of Alejandra Juarez 


Alejandra Juarez and her husband, Sgt. Cuauhtemoc “Temo” 
Juarez, an Iraq War veteran, pose for a photo in April. 


WASHINGTON — She thought the hard days were 
behind her. Her rough childhood in Mexico after her fa¬ 
ther died and her family fell apart. The terrifying trips 
with a coyote across the border — twice because she 
was captured and sent back the first time. The deploy¬ 
ment of her husband — a former Marine turned Nation¬ 
al Guardsman — to the war in Iraq, leaving the young 
mother alone to care for their first child. 

But nothing compares to the threat looming over her 
and her family now. 

After two decades of building a life here, Alejandra 
Juarez, 39, is set to be deported from her home in Dav¬ 
enport, Fla., back to Mexico on Friday, tearing her family 
apart. 

As the wife of a combat veteran, she never imagined 


this day would come. 

She and her husband, Sgt. Cuauhtemoc “Temo” Juarez 
— who came to the U.S. from Mexico as a child and nat¬ 
uralized just days before his Iraq deployment — always 
expected that one day, in recognition of his service, she 
too would be naturalized. 

But she broke the law 20 years ago when she came into 
the country, and no lawyer has ever been able to make 
that right. Under the more stringent immigration poli¬ 
cies of President Donald Trump, her status now makes 
her a target for deportation. 

The couple have met with lawyers, have a bill in her 
name pending in Congress, appealed to immigration of¬ 
ficials and pleaded in vain to be heard by a judge. Now, 
all they can do is prepare their family for the worst and 
hope for a miracle. 

SEE JUAREZ ON PAGE 8 
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Army resort workers face uncertain future 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

POHAKULOA TRAINING 
AREA, Hawaii — A hundred Army 
civilian employees whose jobs have 
been affected by the Kilauea volcano 
eruption face an uncertain future. 

Since May, staffers at Kilauea 
Military Camp — an Army recre¬ 
ation facility at Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park — have been working 
at Pohakuloa Training Area. Each 
day, about three dozen of the work¬ 
ers ride a free bus to the site to work 
rotating shifts. 

The workers technically have 
been on administrative leave since 
May 11, and legally they could have 
been furloughed and not paid for the 
past two months, said camp director 
Randy Hart. 

So far the Army has tapped 
$600,000 in camp revenue and other 
installation funding to keep paying 
the workers. Insurance should allow 
the service to keep the paychecks 
coming for a while longer, Hart said. 

“Nothing is forever, but right now 
there isn’t a deadline date like if 
you’re not back to work by 1 October 
that’s it,” he said. 

The employees’ resort-style Ha¬ 
waiian shirts stand out at the train¬ 
ing area among the Korean War-era 
Quonset huts and servicemembers 
in dirt-drenched fatigues. House¬ 
keepers clean up Pohakuloa’s gym¬ 
nasiums while maintenance workers 
refurbish a building so troops can 
practice hand-to-hand combat. 

The paychecks seem like a life- 
saver to Maureen Quinn, 63, who 
has been a housekeeper at Kilauea 
Military Camp for 18 years. 

“I got down on my knees and said, 
‘Thank you!”’ she said. 

“A lot of us are old ladies like me. 
We’re getting to the end. No one 


wants us anymore.” 

At first, staff thought that they 
could ride the eruption out, said 
Quinn, who has experienced many 
eruptions over the years. 

“We first thought it was nothing,” 
she said. “Then it kept getting worse 
and worse.” 

Hart recalled a harrowing week 
for his staff when the eruption 
happened. 

“It happened very, very quickly,” 
he said. 

On May 3, Kilauea erupted at 
nearby Leilani Estates. No major 
eruptions happened at Volcano Na¬ 
tional Park, but the lava levels began 
hitting the water table, causing 
explosions. 

Park staff informed Hart on May 
10 that they’d be closing the next day 
and he’d need to evacuate his em¬ 
ployees and 200 guests. 

“By 2 o’clock in the morning of 
May 11 we had everyone out,” he 
said. Within weeks the workers were 
relocated to the training area. 

Now deserted, Kilauea Military 
Camp has received almost no dam¬ 
age so far from the eruption, Hart 
said. 

The “Yes ma’am’s” and friendli¬ 
ness of the troops rotating through 
the training area is boosting the re¬ 
sort workers’ morale, but Quinn said 
they’re worried about job security 
following a recent report by the U.S. 
Geological Survey. 

“The volume of lava erupted dur¬ 
ing the current activity exceeds that 
of many past eruptions ... it is most 
likely that the lower East Rift Zone 
eruption may continue for months to 
years,” the report said. 

“It’s scary; we don’t know what’s 
going to happen,” Quinn said. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MarcusFichtl 




Above: Members of 
the Kilauea Military 
Camp housekeeping 
staff pose at 
Pohakuloa Training 
Area, Hawaii, on July 
19. 


Left: A U.S. 
Geological Survey 
vehicle drives away 
from a lava flow 
at Leilani Estates, 
Hawaii, on July 17. 

Photos by Marcus Fichtl 
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PACIFIC _ 

US spies: N. Korea constructing missiles 



By Ellen Nakashima 
and Joby Warrick 

The Washington Post 

U.S. spy agencies are seeing signs that 
North Korea is constructing new missiles at 
a factory that produced the country’s first 
intercontinental ballistic missiles capable 
of reaching the United States, according to 
officials familiar with the intelligence. 

Newly obtained evidence, including 
satellite photos taken in recent weeks, in¬ 
dicates that work is underway on at least 
one and possibly two liquid-fueled ICBMs 
at a large research facility in Sanumdong, 
on the outskirts of Pyongyang, according 
to the officials, who spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to describe classified 
intelligence. 

The findings are the latest to show ongo¬ 
ing activity inside North Korea’s nuclear 
and missile facilities at a time when the 
country’s leaders are engaged in arms 
talks with the United States. The new in¬ 
telligence does not suggest an expansion of 
North Korea’s capabilities but shows that 
work on advanced weapons is continuing 
weeks after President Donald Trump de¬ 
clared in a Twitter posting that Pyongyang 
was “no longer a Nuclear Threat.” 

The reports about new missile construc¬ 
tion come after recent revelations about 
a suspected uranium enrichment facility, 
called Kangson, that North Korea is op¬ 
erating in secret. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo acknowledged during Senate tes¬ 
timony last week that North Korean facto¬ 


ries “continue to produce fissile material” 
used in making nuclear weapons. He de¬ 
clined to say whether Pyongyang is build¬ 
ing new missiles. 

During a summit with Trump in June, 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un agreed 


to a vaguely worded pledge to “work to¬ 
ward” the “denuclearization” of the Kore¬ 
an Peninsula. But since then, North Korea 
has made few tangible moves signaling an 
intention to disarm. 

Instead, senior North Korean officials 


have discussed their intention to deceive 
Washington about the number of nuclear 
warheads and missiles they have, as well as 
the types and numbers of facilities, and to 
rebuff international inspectors, according 
to intelligence gathered by U.S. agencies. 
Their strategy includes potentially assert¬ 
ing that they have fully denuclearized by 
declaring and disposing of 20 warheads 
while retaining dozens more. 

The Sanumdong factory has produced 
two of North Korea’s ICBMs, including 
the powerful Hwasong-15, the first with a 
proven range that could allow it to strike 
the U.S. East Coast. The newly obtained 
evidence points to ongoing work on at least 
one Hwasong-15 at the Sanumdong plant, 
according to imagery collected by the Na¬ 
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency in 
recent weeks. 

“We see them going to work, just as be¬ 
fore,” said one U.S. official, who, like the 
others, spoke on the condition of anonym¬ 
ity in discussing sensitive intelligence. The 
exception, the officials said, is the Sohae 
Satellite Launching Station on North Ko¬ 
rea’s west coast, where workers can be 
observed dismantling an engine test stand, 
honoring a promise made to Trump at the 
summit. 

Many analysts and independent experts 
see that dismantling as largely symbolic 
since North Korea has now successfully 
launched ICBMs that use the kind of liq¬ 
uid-fueled engines tested at Sohae. More¬ 
over, the test stand could easily be rebuilt 
within months. 


Rival Koreas’ generals end 
talks with no agreement 


Emergency teams stand alongside structural damage caused by 
heavy rains in Hiroshima, Japan, on July 9. 


Japan saw 
deadly July 
weather 

By Ken Moritsugu 

Associated. Press 

TOKYO — More than 300 peo¬ 
ple died in July from weather-re¬ 
lated disasters in one of Japan’s 
deadliest months in recent years. 

First came record rainfall. Di¬ 
saster authorities say at least 220 
people were killed early in the 
month by severe flooding and 
landslides in western Japan, with 
nine more still missing and pre¬ 
sumed dead. 

That was followed by record 
temperatures topping 104 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit. The heat has 
been blamed for 116 deaths. 

The toll was high, even for a 
country prone to earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions and typhoons. 
One of the wealthiest nations 
in the world, Japan has used its 
technological prowess to build 
substantial defenses against nat¬ 
ural disasters. Rivers are lined 
with tall walls and man-made 
embankments to keep them from 
overflowing. Skyscrapers, built 
on shock-absorbing systems, are 
designed to sway in an earth¬ 
quake instead of toppling. 

A big-enough disaster, though, 
overwhelms the defenses. 

Western Japan saw historic 
rainfall at the end of the first week 
of July. Warm and humid air from 
the Pacific Ocean intensified a 
seasonal rain front, triggering 


torrential downpours, the Japan 
Meteorological Agency said. What 
was left of a typhoon earlier in the 
week added to water levels. 

The death toll was the largest 
from a major storm since 1982, 
according to the Nippon.com 
website. 

About half the victims were in 
Hiroshima prefecture, where the 
more than 100 deaths exceeded 
the 77 killed by landslides in the 
same state in 2014. Also hard-hit 
was neighboring Okayama pre¬ 
fecture, where a river embank¬ 
ment collapsed in Kurashiki city, 
submerging neighborhoods in 
one-story high floodwaters. 

More than 70,000 troops and 
emergency workers were dis¬ 
patched to distribute supplies and 
dig through debris to search for 
the missing. As of Sunday, more 
than 10,000 people remained in 
evacuation centers, unable to re¬ 
turn home. Workers and volun¬ 


teers who descended on the region 
to help clean up and rebuild soon 
faced another risk: heatstroke. 

One measure of the heat is the 
number of people taken to hos¬ 
pitals by ambulance with heat¬ 
stroke symptoms. That figure 
more than tripled to nearly 10,000 
in the second week of July and 
topped 22,000 in the third week 
before falling back to a still high 
13,700 last week, the Fire and Di¬ 
saster Management Agency said 
Tuesday. 

The mercury hit 106 degrees 
Fahrenheit on July 23 in Kuma- 
gaya, a city about 40 miles north¬ 
west of Tokyo, the highest ever 
recorded in Japan. The tempera¬ 
ture reached 102 F the same day 
in central Tokyo. 

Two lingering high-pressure 
systems trapped warm and humid 
air above the region, bringing re¬ 
cord temperatures for about two 
weeks. 


By Hyung- Jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Rare 
general-level talks between 
the two Koreas ended with no 
agreement Tuesday, but the top 
delegates said they had a mean¬ 
ingful discussion on easing their 
countries’ decadeslong military 
standoff. 

Experts said it was still unclear 
whether the rivals can reach any 
breakthrough agreement on re¬ 
ducing tensions in the near future 
because South Korea, in close con¬ 
sultations with the United States, 
must link any expansion of ties to 
progress in North Korea’s nuclear 
disarmament. Earlier Tuesday, 
North Korea’s state media accused 
South Korea of being reluctant to 
take full-fledged steps toward rec¬ 
onciliation because it’s “reading 
another’s face,” an apparent refer¬ 
ence to the United States. 

“We hope that the South Ko¬ 
rean authorities will come to their 
senses, though belatedly, and roll 
up their sleeves to improve inter- 
Korean relations,” the North’s 
Rodong Sinmun newspaper said 
in a commentary. 

Tuesday’s meeting at the Ko¬ 
reas’ shared border village of 
Panmunjom was the second such 
high-level military contact since 
the two countries’ leaders held a 
landmark summit in April and 
pledged to reduce the danger of 
another war on the peninsula. 

The chief South Korean dele¬ 
gate, Maj. Gen. Kim Do Gyun, said 


the Koreas had a common view in 
principle on disarming a jointly 
controlled area at Panmunjom, re¬ 
moving some guard posts from the 
Demilitarized Zone that bisects 
the countries, halting hostile acts 
along their disputed sea boundary 
and conducting joint searches for 
soldiers missing from the 1950- 
53 Korean War in DMZ areas. He 
said the Koreas will continue talks 
on details of the issues. 

Kim described Tuesday’s talks 
as “sincere” and “candid,” say¬ 
ing he believes the two militaries 
could contribute to establishing a 
lasting peace between the coun¬ 
tries. His North Korean counter¬ 
part, Lt. Gen. An Ik San, said the 
talks were “productive” and that 
he also believes many pending 
military issues can be resolved. 

During the April summit and 
a June meeting with President 
Donald Trump, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un expressed 
his commitment to the “complete 
denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula.” But there have been 
concerns that North Korea hasn’t 
taken any serious disarmament 
measures since then. 

On Friday, North Korea re¬ 
turned what were said to be dozens 
of remains of American soldiers 
missing from the 1950-53 Korean 
War, something Kim promised 
during his summit with Trump. 
Trump thanked him for “fulfill¬ 
ing a promise” to send back U.S. 
remains and said it was a step in 
the right direction following their 
summit. 



Haruka Nuga/AP 
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SIGAR sees stalemate in Afghan fighting 



Luke HoocENDAM/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Afghan soldiers move as a squad during training at Camp Shorabak in June. The Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction says the country’s forces are preventing the Taliban from 
capturing more territory but are finding it difficult to extend their own area of control. 


Report also cites 
loss of personnel 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghan security forces are fighting 
Taliban insurgents to a stalemate, 
a U.S. government watchdog said 
in a new report. 

The Afghan government con¬ 
trolled or influenced about 56 per¬ 
cent of the country’s 407 districts 
as of May 15, the same number as 
last quarter. Meanwhile, insur¬ 
gents lost control or influence in 
three districts. 

The figures, provided by U.S. 
Forces-Afghanistan, were in a 
report issued late Monday by the 
Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction, or 
SIGAR. It also said the number of 
people living under government 
and insurgent control remained 
the same over the last quarter de¬ 
spite an intense aerial campaign 
by U.S. and Afghan forces. 

The government in Kabul aims 
to win control or influence ter¬ 
ritory where 80 percent of the 
country’s population lives by the 
end of next year. As of mid-May, 
65 percent of Afghans lived in 
such areas, SIGAR said. 

The report also highlighted 
continuing manning shortfalls in 
the government’s security forces. 

“According to Afghan-report¬ 
ed force-strength data, [Afghan 


forces] may have increased in 
size since last quarter to 314,242 
personnel, but the force has lost 
8,500 personnel since April 2017, 
and 5,353 since April 2016,” 
SIGAR said, adding that Afghan 
forces were only 89.3 percent of 
their goal strength. 

Congress created SIGAR in 
2008 to provide independent 
oversight of U.S.-funded recon¬ 


struction efforts in Afghanistan. 
Since 2002, Washington has ap¬ 
propriated roughly $126 billion 
for relief and reconstruction in 
the country, most of which has 
been spent on security. 

SIGAR reiterated its call for 
certain data to be declassified to 
help better gauge the success of 
U.S. efforts in the country. 

Casualty figures and exact 


attrition rates among Afghan 
troops and police, as well as data 
on the state of their equipment, 
are being withheld from the pub¬ 
lic, SIGAR said. 

The number of targets associ¬ 
ated with Taliban financing and 
an assessment of revenue denied 
to the insurgency because of U.S. 
airstrikes is also being kept se¬ 
cret, SIGAR said. 


Under the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s South Asia strategy, the 
U.S. has intensified airstrikes, 
dropping almost 3,000 muni¬ 
tions over the country during 
the first half of 2018 — a higher 
number for that period than dur¬ 
ing the surge of 2010, when about 
100,000 American troops were in 
Afghanistan. 

Under new rules, the U.S. has 
been targeting drug labs used by 
the Taliban to generate revenue. 
U.S. military officials say the on¬ 
going strikes have cost the Tal¬ 
iban $220 million. 

SIGAR, however, has ques¬ 
tioned that figure and whether 
the drug lab attacks — which 
have included American B-52 
and F-22 aircraft and Afghan A- 
29s, as well as artillery rocket 
systems — would have any last¬ 
ing impact. 

“Operating these aircraft costs 
anywhere from $9,798 per hour 
for an F/A-18 to $35,294 per hour 
for an F-22 ... destroyed labs, on 
the other hand, are quickly and 
easily replaced with minimal 
cost.” 

Washington’s aim is to push the 
Taliban to the negotiating table 
and bring an end to America’s 
longest war, now in its 17th year. 

Despite the statistics published 
by SIGAR, Gen. John Nicholson, 
the U.S. top commander in Af¬ 
ghanistan, said last week that re¬ 
cent steps toward peace prove the 
U.S. strategy is working. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 


Georgian soldiers are 
Bagram theft suspects 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
group of Georgian soldiers is sus¬ 
pected of stealing about $3,600 
worth of merchandise from a 
shop at Bagram Air Field, mili¬ 
tary officials said Tuesday. 

The investigation was launched 
after a recent heist at an Army 
and Air Force Exchange Service 
store on Bagram, the largest base 
in Afghanistan. It hasn’t been re¬ 
vealed what the stolen merchan¬ 
dise was. 

U. S. military investigator sfound 
“probable cause” of the Geor¬ 
gians’ involvement, said Lt. Col. 
Martin O’Donnell, a spokesman 
for U.S. Forces-Afghanistan. 

Their findings have since been 
given to the senior Georgian mili¬ 
tary representative at the base, to 
be passed on to Georgia’s Defense 
Ministry for review, O’Donnell 
said. 

Four Georgian servicemem- 
bers are suspected of stealing 
from the shop, the ministry said 
Sunday in a statement which ex¬ 
pressed embarrassment over the 
alleged incident. 

“The actions of individual mili¬ 
tary personnel” aren’t represen- 



Forces-Afghanistan 

The Bagram Air Field exchange 
store in Afghanistan is shown in 
2016 . 

tative of the overall peacekeeping 
contingent, the statement said. 

Although Georgia is not a 
member of NATO, it is the fourth- 
largest troop contributor to the 
alliance’s mission in Afghanistan, 
with 870 soldiers. Georgian sol¬ 
diers focus on security and rapid 
reaction force operations. They 
are stationed in Bagram, Kabul 
and Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Since Georgia joined the coali¬ 
tion in 2004,29 of its soldiers have 
died in Afghanistan, according 
to icasualties.org, which tracks 
deaths in the war. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: pwwellman 


Turkish court rejects 
US pastor’s appeal 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s 
state-run media says a court has 
rejected an American pastor’s 
appeal for his release from house 
arrest and refused to lift his trav¬ 
el ban. 

Anadolu Agency says the 
court in Izmir, western Turkey, 
on Tuesday reviewed an appeal 
lodged by Andrew Brunson’s 
lawyer but ruled that there was 
no change in the “strong criminal 
suspicion” against him. 

The evangelical pastor was 
arrested in December 2016 and 
jailed until he was released to 
home detention last week. He 
faces up to 35 years in prison if 
convicted of “committing crimes 
on behalf of terror groups without 
being a member” and espionage. 

Last week, President Donald 
Trump announced possible sanc¬ 


tions against Turkey for its treat¬ 
ment of Brunson. 

Brunson’s lawyer Ismail Cem 
Halavurt could not immediately 
be contacted for comment. 

ISIS claims attack on 
tourists in Tajikistan 

MOSCOW — Islamic State has 
claimed responsibility for a week¬ 
end attack on Western tourists in 
Tajikistan that left four people 
from the U.S. and Europe killed. 

The group said in a statement 
late Monday that several of its 
soldiers attacked the “citizens of 
the Crusader coalition,” referring 
to an incident Sunday in which a 
car rammed into a group of for¬ 
eign cyclists south of the Tajik 
capital Dushanbe. The driver and 
the passengers then got out and 
attacked the tourists with knives, 
leaving four dead and three 
injured. 


ISIS often refers to the U.S.- 
led coalition that is fighting it in 
Syria and Iraq as crusaders. 

Authorities in the ex-Soviet 
Central Asian nation had called 
the incident an “attack” and said 
terrorism was a possible motive. 

Two of the victims were Amer¬ 
ican, one was Swiss and another 
was from the Netherlands, for¬ 
eign and Tajik officials said. The 
injured include a woman from 
Switzerland. 

There were conflicting reports 
about how many suspects have 
been killed as police tried to de¬ 
tain them, and how many have 
been arrested. 

ISIS’ statement did not say how 
many militants took part in the 
attack. 

There was no immediate reac¬ 
tion to the ISIS claim from Du¬ 
shanbe on Tuesday. 

From The Associated Press 
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Vahid Salemi/AP 

An Iranian street money exchanger holds a 50 euro banknote in 


downtown Tehran, Iran, on Monday. Iran’s currency has dropped to a 
record low ahead of the imposition of renewed American sanctions. 

Iranians wary of 
talks with Trump 

By Amir Vahdat 

Associated Press 


Afghan bus bombing kills 17 

By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 


Smoke rises from a building after a deadly attack Tuesday including 
a suspected suicide car bombing in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. 



TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian offi¬ 
cials reacted skeptically on Tues¬ 
day to President Donald Trump’s 
comments that he’s willing to ne¬ 
gotiate with his Iranian counter¬ 
part, saying instead that if Trump 
wants talks, he needs to rejoin the 
international nuclear deal he uni¬ 
laterally pulled out of earlier this 
year. 

Trump on Monday said he’d 
meet with Iranian President Has- 
san Rouhani “anytime” if the Ira¬ 
nian leader were willing. 

In his first public remarks after 
the comment, Rouhani did not 
mention Trump at all but instead 
stressed the need for the other na¬ 
tions involved in the nuclear deal 
to forge ahead with their pledges 
of trying to salvage it. 

“Today we are at a very critical 
point in history regarding the nu¬ 
clear deal, and Europe’s transpar¬ 
ent measures to compensate for 
the United States’ unlawful with¬ 
drawal from it are very important 
for the Iranian nation,” Rouhani 
said after talks with new British 
Ambassador Rob Macaire. 

In addition to Britain, China, 
Germany, France, Russia and the 
European Union are negotiating 
with Iran on preserving the deal. 

The Iranian leadership has pre¬ 
viously ruled out one-on-one talks 
with Trump following his decision 
to pull the United States out of the 
deal under which Iran was given 
relief from sanctions in return for 
curbs on its nuclear program. 

Iran’s semi-official ISNA news 
agency quoted political adviser 
Hamid Aboutalebi as saying that 
for talks to happen, the U.S. needs 
to rejoin the deal. 

“Those who believe in dialogue 
as a method of resolving disputes 
in civilized societies should be 
committed to the means,” he said. 

Trump withdrew from the 
landmark nuclear accord in May, 
saying it was too generous to Iran. 
He has vowed to ramp up sanc¬ 
tions until Iran radically changes 


its regional policies, including 
its support for regional militant 
groups, something the country’s 
leaders have long refused to do. 

Even though Trump on Mon¬ 
day said if Rouhani were to meet 
with him there would be “no pre¬ 
conditions,” he also did not walk 
back from any of those earlier 
demands. 

With the first U.S. sanctions 
due to come into effect Monday, 
the economy in Iran has already 
been hit, giving rise to growing 
fears of prolonged economic suf¬ 
fering. Another round, covering 
other types of commerce, includ¬ 
ing oil purchases, goes into effect 
Nov. 4. 

Rouhani on Tuesday again sug¬ 
gested Iran could cause major 
disruptions in the Gulf region by 
attempting to block key shipping 
lanes, saying, “Iran has never 
sought tensions in the region and 
does not want there to be any 
problem for the world’s water¬ 
ways, but it will never let go of its 
right to export oil,” the semi-offi¬ 
cial Mehr news agency reported. 

With the U.S. sanctions loom¬ 
ing, the Iranian currency has 
been in freefall, hitting a new low 
Monday, at 122,000 rial to the dol¬ 
lar on the thriving black market. 
It recovered slightly to 115,000 to 
the dollar on Tuesday, and con¬ 
cerns are growing as Iranians 
have seen their savings dwindle 
and purchasing power drop. 

Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh, 
the head of an influential parlia¬ 
mentary committee on national 
security and foreign policy, sug¬ 
gested a U.S. return to the nuclear 
deal, which would bring an end to 
the economic uncertainty, would 
be needed before Tehran could 
think of negotiating. 

“There can be no negotiations 
with the Americans raising the 
issue of talks from the position of 
power,” he was quoted as saying 
on the website of the Iranian par¬ 
liament, calling Trump’s decision 
to pull out of the nuclear deal the 
“biggest blow to diplomacy.” 


KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
roadside bombing hit a passen¬ 
ger bus in western Afghanistan 
on Tuesday, killing at least 17 
people, as militants launched a 
coordinated attack on a city in 
the country’s east where initial 
reports said four people were 
killed, according to officials. 

The morning attack in west¬ 
ern Farah province took place in 
the Bala Buluk district and also 
wounded 31 people, all civilians, 
according to Abdul Jabar Shahiq, 
the provincial health department 
chief. 

The bus was on its way from 
Herat province toward the capi¬ 
tal, Kabul, when it hit the road¬ 
side bomb, Shahiq said, adding 
that women and children were 
among the casualties. 

Details were slowly emerging 
on the attack in eastern Afghani¬ 
stan, where militants launched a 
coordinated assault in the city of 
Jalalabad, the Nangarhar provin¬ 
cial capital, local officials said. 

Initial reports said four people 
were killed and at least eight 
were wounded, including two 
policemen. 

The militants targeted the 
Jalalabad government building 
of the refugee and repatriation 
department, according to Gen. 
Ghulam Sanayee Stanikzai, the 
provincial police chief. 

Stanikzai and Gov. Hayatullah 
Hayat said Afghan forces killed 
two militants during the battle. 

Zabihullah Zemarai, a member 
of the provincial council, said the 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Negotiations be¬ 
tween Syrian government forces 
and Islamic State for an exchange 
of prisoners in southern Syria 
failed to reach an agreement after 
ISIS imposed new conditions, ac¬ 
tivists said Tuesday. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights said 
the talks were meant to lead to a 
deal under which ISIS would re¬ 
lease captive civilians — about 
30 women and children abducted 
last week during fighting in the 
southern province of Sweida. 

In return, the government was 
to free 150 captured ISIS fight¬ 
ers and open a corridor for 100 
besieged ISIS-linked fighters to 


attack started with a car bomb¬ 
ing — likely an explosion set off 
by a suicide car bomber — near 
the city’s provincial hospital and 
health department, followed by 
gunfire. 

Afghan forces reacted quickly 
and rescued all participants of a 
meeting of nongovernmental or¬ 
ganizations that was taking place 
in the nearby building as well as 
the head of the refugee depart¬ 
ment, said Attahullah Khogyani, 
Hayat’s spokesman. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attacks. In 
Nangarhar, both the Taliban in¬ 
surgents and Islamic State have 
been active. 

The Taliban also have a strong 
presence in Farah, especially in 
Bala Buluk where they often plant 
roadside bombs to target govem- 


leave the area of the fighting. 

The Observatory said that 
instead, government forces re¬ 
sumed airstrikes on Tuesday, 
targeting some of the besieged 
ISIS-linked fighters near the Is¬ 
raeli-occupied Golan Heights. 

The Sweida 24, an activist col¬ 
lective, said the talks collapsed 
after ISIS put new conditions, 
including withdrawal of Syr¬ 
ian troops from Sweida and a 
commitment by the province’s 
residents not to take part in any 
attacks on ISIS in the future. 

The collective also listed the 
names of the 30 civilians abduct¬ 
ed last Wednesday, when a wave 
of ISIS attacks in Sweida and the 
provincial capital killed more 
than 200 people. 


ment officials or Afghan security 
forces. Such attacks often end up 
inflicting significant casualties 
among civilians. 

Farah has seen heavy fighting 
in recent months, with local offi¬ 
cials and tribal elders requesting 
additional government forces to 
support the overburdened army 
and police. In May, more than 300 
Taliban launched a multi-pronged 
attack on the city of Farah, the pro¬ 
vincial capital, before they were 
repelled. At least 25 government 
troops were killed in the fighting. 

In another development Tues¬ 
day, ISIS claimed responsibility 
for Monday’s attack in Nangarhar 
when a suicide car bomber killed 
tribal leader Haji Hayat Khan, 
the commander of a local mili¬ 
tia battling both the Taliban and 
ISIS militants, and three others. 
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Facebook uncovers disinformation operation 


By Elizabeth Dwoskin 
and Tony Romm 
The Washington Post 

Facebook said Tuesday that it had dis¬ 
covered a sophisticated coordinated dis¬ 
information operation on its platform 
involving 32 false pages and profiles en¬ 
gaging in divisive messaging ahead of the 
U.S. midterm elections. 

The social media company said that it 
couldn’t tie the activity to Russia, which 
interfered on its platform around the 2016 
presidential election. But Facebook said 
the profiles shared a pattern of behavior 
with the previous Russian disinformation 
campaign, which was led by a group called 
the Internet Research Agency. 


Facebook briefed congressional aides. 

A congressional aide said there’s no evi¬ 
dence that political candidates were target¬ 
ed in the new disinformation effort, but that 
pages and accounts sought to spread politi¬ 
cally divisive content around social issues. 

“It’s clear that whoever set up these 
accounts went to much greater lengths 
to obscure their true identities than the 
Russian-based Internet Research Agency 
(IRA) has in the past,” Facebook said in a 
post. “We believe this could be partly due 
to changes we’ve made over the last year to 
make this kind of abuse much harder. But 
security is not something that’s ever done. 
We face determined, well-funded adver¬ 
saries who will never give up and are con¬ 
stantly changing tactics. It’s an arms race 


and we need to constantly improve too.” 

In particular, the pages promoted an 
event pegged as a counter-rally to a far- 
right march scheduled for next weekend in 
Washington. 

Facebook said that the urgency of the 
upcoming rally prompted them to publi¬ 
cize the information, even though it is in 
the early stages of an investigation. 

The company, which identified the pages 
two weeks ago and has since removed 
them, said in June that it had found no such 
activity. 

The 32 pages found had up to 18,000 
followers. There was no specific evidence 
that political candidates were targeted, but 
one account followed an IRA-associated 
account for a brief period of time. 


“Today’s disclosure is further evidence 
that the Kremlin continues to exploit plat¬ 
forms like Facebook to sow division and 
spread disinformation, and I am glad that 
Facebook is taking some steps to pinpoint 
and address this activity,” said Sen. Mark 
Warner, D-Va. “I also expect Facebook, 
along with other platform companies, will 
continue to identify Russian troll activity 
and to work with Congress on updating our 
laws to better protect our democracy in the 
future.” 

In the run-up to 2016 election, Russian 
operatives spread false messages using 
hundreds of accounts. Those messages 
went viral, reaching more than 100 million 
Americans. 


Kelly to remain as chief of staff 


By Catherine Lucey 
and Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Embattled 
White House Chief of Staff John 
Kelly has told senior aides that 
President Donald Trump asked 
him to stay in his role through 
2020. 

Kelly told staffers that he had 
agreed to stay on, five White 
House officials said Tuesday. 
The public show of confidence in 
Kelly, even if later reversed, ap¬ 
peared aimed at tamping down 
speculation about staff turnover, 
as well as projecting calm as the 
president gears up for his re-elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

The officials were not autho¬ 
rized to speak publicly about pri¬ 


vate conversations. 

Kelly hit the one-year mark as 
Trump’s chief of staff Monday. 
Speculation about his exit has 
flared for months amid reports 
that Trump had cooled on the re¬ 
tired four-star general. Kelly is 
credited with bringing order to 
the West Wing but also grates on 
the freewheeling president. 

Still, Trump is known as a mer¬ 
curial boss, whose feelings on key 
staffers can shift rapidly. Trump 
on Monday tweeted congratula¬ 
tions to Kelly on reaching the 
one-year milestone. 

“Congratulations to General 
John Kelly. Today we celebrate his 
first full year as (at)WhiteHouse 
Chief of Staff!” Trump wrote. 

Speculation about Kelly’s exit 
hit a fever pitch about a month 


ago, with Trump openly weigh¬ 
ing possible replacements. At 
the time, Kelly made clear to 
confidants that he had no plans 
to leave, though he had also told 
people close to him that he’d be 
happy if he made it to the one- 
year mark. 

Kelly has often joked publicly 
about how working for Trump is 
the hardest job he’s ever had, in¬ 
cluding those on the battlefield. 

Trump has grown increasing¬ 
ly frustrated with news reports 
about staff turnover and discord, 
often dubbing it “fake news,” 
though there has been a historic 
level of turnover during his first 
two years in office. The White 
House has struggle to recruit top 
talent across the administration 
to replace departing staffers. 


Man who posed as general sentenced 


By Josh Shaffer 

The (Raleigh, N.C.) News & Observer 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Christian 
Desgroux, the Raleigh auto me¬ 
chanic who posed as a U.S. Army 
general and piloted a helicopter 
to the SAS campus in Cary to 
impress a woman, received a six- 
month sentence in federal prison 
Tuesday, 
federal pros¬ 
ecutors said. 

U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge 
Terrence 
Boyle hand¬ 
ed down the 
sentence in 
Raleigh after 
Desgroux’s 
guilty plea 
in June. The 
58-year-old was also sentenced to 
a year of supervised release. 

He had faced a maximum 
sentence of three years and a 
$250,000 fine. 

In February, an agent with the 
Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity testified Desgroux took a he¬ 
licopter to SAS headquarters in 
November, wearing a battle dress 
uniform and identifying himself 
as an Army general. He told secu¬ 
rity officers that he was picking 


up a female employee on orders 
of President Donald Trump. 

While at the SAS campus in 
Cary, Desgroux told security offi¬ 
cers that he had come to take the 
woman to a classified meeting at 
Fort Bragg, then flew away with 
her for approximately 30 minutes 
before returning to Cary, agent 
Tony Bell said. 

When he later interviewed the 
employee, Bell testified, she said 
she assumed Desgroux, then 57, 
was trying to impress her and 
start a romantic relationship. 

“She said they did nothing,” 
Bell said in February. “They flew 
around for 30 minutes. She had 
no idea he was flying a helicopter 
to pick her up.” 

Bell testified that Desgroux 
had chartered the helicopter out 
of Charlotte and told the pilot he 
had authorization to land at SAS. 
When it touched down on the 
software company’s soccer field, 
Bell said, Desgroux immediately 
jumped out wearing a uniform 
and combat patches and three 
stars, though he had never served 
in the U.S. Army. 

“He saluted the security offi¬ 
cers,” Bell said. “They actually 
saluted him back.” 

The woman later told Bell that 


she had known Desgroux for 
about 20 years. She knew he was 
coming to SAS that day but ex¬ 
pected him to come by car. They 
were planning to meet an attor¬ 
ney, Bell said, apparently to seek 
a patent about a prototype Des¬ 
groux had been developing. 

But the woman told Bell that 
Desgroux had been having mari¬ 
tal problems and must have as¬ 
sumed she had similar issues 
because she and her husband live 
apart. 

Bell interviewed the pilot, who 
said he and Desgroux flew to Dur¬ 
ham to refuel after dropping the 
employee back at SAS. Desgroux 
told the pilot that he wanted to 
take a future trip to the Pentagon, 
Bell said. 

Their flight to SAS was the 
second Desgroux had chartered. 
Earlier in 2017, Desgroux char¬ 
tered a helicopter to Jacksonville 
— again wearing an Army uni¬ 
form — and had the pilot land at 
a KOA Kampground so he could 
meet briefly with a woman there. 
On that trip, Bell said, Desgroux 
stated his desire to land a helicop¬ 
ter on an aircraft carrier in Nor¬ 
folk. He also described himself as 
a pilot who had flown Apache he¬ 
licopters during the Gulf War. 







Desgroux 



Haeder Al Anbki holds his citizenship certificate during a 
naturalization ceremony in Orlando, Fla., on Tuesday. 


Ex-translator now US citizen 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — As he wait¬ 
ed for his citizenship ceremony to 
start, Haeder Al Anbki held his 
breath, half-worried that some¬ 
one would stop him and tell him 
he couldn’t participate. 

That’s what happened last year 
to the former Iraqi translator for 
U.S. troops. 

But everything went smoothly 
at his ceremony Tuesday in Or¬ 
lando, Fla. He recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance, said the oath of 


citizenship and sang along to 
Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the 
USA.” 

Al Anbki had filed a lawsuit 
after he was pulled from the cer¬ 
emony last year. He claimed au¬ 
thorities were applying a different 
set of rules under a program that 
opponents say targets applicants 
from majority-Muslim countries. 

He credited publicity about his 
situation for the government’s re¬ 
versal in his case. 

He calls becoming a citizen “a 
dream come true.” 


Air Force eyes rank extension 


Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force is considering 
an extension on the amount of 
time staff sergeants can serve in 
their rank before being forced to 
retire, the service’s top enlisted 
leader said. 

Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth O. 
Wright said the service is exam¬ 
ining the merits of allowing staff 
sergeants to extend their time 
from 15 to 20 years during a re¬ 
cent town hall meeting at Spang- 
dahlem Air Base. 

“We like to do a little bit of data 
analysis; we want to make sure 
we do the correct research; we 
want to make sure we understand 
the second- and third-order ef¬ 
fects before we pull the trigger,” 


Wright said. 

Wright’scomments,firstreport- 
ed by Military.com, came from 
a video posted on the Facebook 
page Air Force Amn/Nco/Snco. 

During the Friday town hall 
meeting, Wright said extending 
the amount of time airmen can 
serve in grade could help with 
retention and that the idea could 
eventually be expanded to include 
technical sergeants, which would 
allow them to serve up to 22 years 
instead of 20. 

Wright said an area of concern 
was that extensions could create a 
potential promotional logjam. But 
Wright said he thought the effects 
on promotions would be minimal. 
news@stripes.com 
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Vice President Mike Pence applauds as President Donald Trump congratulates new 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert Wilkie and his wife, Julia, following a ceremony at 


Wilkie is 
officially 
in at VA 

By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Robert Wilkie of¬ 
ficially took over Monday as secretary of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs during 
a swearing-in ceremony with President 
Donald Trump at the White House. 

Wilkie, a former military officer and 
Pentagon official, was joined in the Oval 
Office by his wife, Julie, and son, Adam, 
as well as former bosses Sen. Thom Tillis, 
R-N.C., and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 
Vice President Mike Pence administered 
the oath. 

“I’m humbled by the prospect of serv¬ 
ing those who have borne the battle, those 
American men and women who have sacri¬ 
ficed so much,” Wilkie, 55, said in remarks 
before the ceremony. “I look forward to 
this great adventure.” 

Wilkie is now in charge of the second- 
largest federal agency, with more than 
360,000 employees and an annual budget 
of nearly $200 billion. The department is 
tasked with providing health care, mon¬ 
etary assistance and other benefits to mil¬ 
lions of veterans. 

Since the VA became a Cabinet-level 
department in 1989, there have now been 
10 secretaries and five acting secretaries. 
Trump described the position as “very, 
very tough and important.” 

“I know you’ll work night and day to ful¬ 
fill our sacred duty to protect those who pro¬ 
tect us,” Trump said Monday. “It’s a tough 
job, but a beautiful job. Congratulations.” 

Wilkie is taking over during a time of 
immense change at the VA. He’ll be tasked 
with leading an overhaul of the VA’s pri¬ 
vate-sector care programs and oversee¬ 
ing a multibillion-dollar project to create 
a new electronic health record system, as 
well as implementing recently approved 
changes to the VA claims appeals process, 
caregiver benefits and the GI Bill, among 
other things. 


WASHINGTON — Congress is produc¬ 
ing an unusual outpouring of bills, reso¬ 
lutions and new sanctions proposals to 
push back at President Donald Trump’s 
approach to Vladimir Putin, shore up re¬ 
lations with NATO allies and prevent Rus¬ 
sian interference in the midterm election. 

But it remains uncertain if any of their 
efforts will yield results. Lawmakers are 
struggling with internal party divisions as 
well as their own onslaught of proposals as 
they try to move beyond a symbolic rebuke 
of Trump’s interactions with the Russian 
president and exert influence both at home 
and abroad. 

While many Democrats are eager for 
quick votes, some Republicans prefer none 
at all. 

As Trump and Putin weigh another face- 
to-face meeting, lawmakers in both parties 
— particularly in the Senate — appear mo- 


the White House on Monday. 

Lawmakers and veterans organizations 
hope Wilkie can stabilize the department 
after months of uncertainty about its 
leadership. 

“We congratulate him on becoming sec¬ 
retary, and we look forward to him bring¬ 
ing stable leadership to the department and 
strong advocacy for America’s veterans,” 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Commander B.J. 
Lawrence said. 

The VA has been without a permanent 
secretary since David Shulkin was fired 
in March as the result of a power struggle 
with political appointees assigned to the 
VA. Following his dismissal, Deputy Sec¬ 
retary Tom Bowman retired, and a hand¬ 
ful of other leaders left the agency. 

VA press secretary Curt Cashour said in 
a statement in April that the officials who 
left were “wedded to the status quo” and 
“not on board with this administration’s 
policies or pace of change.” 

The Washington Post reported over the 
weekend that once Wilkie was VA secre¬ 
tary, he intended to form his own leader¬ 
ship team and reassign political appointees 
who were behind the staff departures. 

The Post reported Cashour is searching 
for another job in the Trump administra¬ 
tion. Camilo Sandoval, acting VA chief 
information officer, is expected to leave 
altogether, and John Ullyot, the VA assis¬ 
tant secretary for public and intergovern¬ 
mental affairs, would likely be reassigned 
within the VA. 

In a statement Monday, Cashour denied 
the report and said he had no plans to leave 
the department. Additionally, Cashour 
said Ullyot will remain in his position, 
and there will be “no change whatsoever” 
to his duties. Sandoval “is not leaving the 


tivated to act. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell issued a rare warning that Russia 
“better quit messing around” in U.S. elec¬ 
tions as he tasked two Senate committees 
to start working on sanctions-related legis¬ 
lation and other measures to deter Russia. 

In the House, Speaker Paul Ryan joined 
McConnell in saying that Putin would not 
be welcome on Capitol Hill, though he did 
not push forward any Russia-related leg¬ 
islation before his chamber recessed for 
August. 

The past few weeks have been one of 
the rare moments in the Trump era that 
Republicans and Democrats have jointly 
asserted the role of Congress as a counter¬ 
weight to the administration. 

“You look at the action of Congress since 
the summit in Helsinki, you find Democrats 
and Republicans both standing up and say¬ 
ing no,” said Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md., in an 
interview on C-SPAN with The Associated 
Press and The Washington Post. 


administration and will remain at VA,” 
Cashour said. 

The Post went on to report that Peter 
O’Rourke, who served as acting VA secre¬ 
tary for about two months, would be reas¬ 
signed to a less visible role. 

During O’Rourke’s time as acting sec¬ 
retary, he engaged in a public feud with 
the VA inspector general, prompting the 
Senate to approve a measure that would 
prevent the VA from blocking the IG’s at¬ 
tempts to investigate the agency. 

Last week three lawmakers, all Demo¬ 
crats, asked the Justice Department to in¬ 
vestigate O’Rourke for perjury after they 
suspected he lied in testimony to the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs about his 
fight with the inspector general. 

Senate Democrats asked for an investiga¬ 
tion into O’Rourke following another Wash¬ 
ington Post report that he was reassigning 
or purging employees who were perceived 
to be disloyal to Trump’s administration. 

Rep. Tim Walz, of Minnesota, the rank¬ 
ing Democrat on the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, said he remains skepti¬ 
cal of Wilkie but is happy to see O’Rourke 
go- 

“I look forward to bidding farewell to 
acting Secretary Peter O’Rourke, who has 
used his temporary status to intimidate the 
VA Inspector General and allegedly re¬ 
shape the VA workforce for partisan gain,” 
Walz said in a statement. “With [Wilkie’s] 
confirmation ... O’Rourke will be right¬ 
fully replaced, and Congress will finally 
have someone at VA who we can hold 
accountable.” 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


For starters, there’s a bipartisan push 
from Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.; Sen. Tim 
Kaine, D-Va.; and others to “explicitly 
prohibit” the president from withdrawing 
from NATO without Senate approval. 

Other senators are debating action to 
prevent meddling in the midterm election. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., call the protec¬ 
tion of the election system a “national se¬ 
curity priority.” 

Graham said it’s “extremely important 
that Congress recognize the threat to our 
electoral system coming from Russia and 
act in a decisive way.” 

With some 100 days before the midterm 
election, some say Congress is not acting 
fast enough. 

Ryan says the U.S. has “learned a great 
deal” about Russian interference. “So, I 
think we’re far better prepared today than 
we were just a couple of years ago.” 

But the Speaker added there’s more for 
Congress to do. 


FEMA probe: 
Ex-official 
had improper 
relationships 

By Colleen Long 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The former head 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s personnel office had improper 
sexual relationships with subordinates and 
created a “toxic” work environment that 
included giving preferential treatment to 
his fraternity brothers, according to a sum¬ 
mary of an internal investigation obtained 
Monday by The Associated Press. 

FEMA officials said Corey Coleman re¬ 
signed June 18 amid the probe. The pre¬ 
liminary investigation began in January 
and was completed Friday. 

FEMA administrator Brock Long said 
in a statement Monday that he was refer¬ 
ring the case to the internal watchdog of its 
parent agency, the Department of Home¬ 
land Security, which could investigate any 
claims of possible criminal sexual assault. 
But victims would have to go to police for 
any charges to result. 

“Anyone who disagrees with this zero 
tolerance approach will not be welcome at 
FEMA,” Long said. “Employees at FEMA 
devote their careers to caring for disaster 
survivors in their time of greatest need. 
We must care for our own with the same 
respect, compassion and advocacy that we 
bring to our external operations.” 

Coleman is not named in the summary, 
but officials at the agency confirmed de¬ 
tails in the report referred to him. A call to 
his home Monday wasn’t returned. 

According to the summary, after Cole¬ 
man had a sexual relationship with one 
subordinate in 2015, he continued to pres¬ 
sure her for dates. When she refused, she 
was denied a promotion. 

He had a second inappropriate relation¬ 
ship two years later with another subordi¬ 
nate, according to the report. 

Coleman granted preferential treatment 
to fraternity brothers, according to the 
report, in part because he said he could 
“trust them.” 

It said he intimidated staff and created 
a management structure in which he was 
the foremost hiring and firing authority, in 
part to circumvent subordinates who might 
question him. Investigators interviewed 73 
witnesses and took 98 statements. 

The allegations were first reported by 
The Washington Post. Long told the news¬ 
paper that investigators uncovered a sys¬ 
temic problem going back years. 

The Post reported, citing unnamed 
sources, that Coleman also transferred 
some of the women he hired to regional of¬ 
fices so his friends could try to have rela¬ 
tionships with them. 



Courtesy of FEMA 


Former FEMA personnel chief Corey 
Coleman, shown in an image from the 
agency’s website, resigned in June. 


Lawmakers struggle to respond to Trump-Putin twists 

By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 
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Juarez: ‘I’ve been here for him all this time. Despite no documents, I am a military wife’ 



Courtesy of Alejandra Juarez 


Alejandra and Temo Juarez and their daughters Estela, left, and 
Pamela celebrate Christmas 2017 in Florida. Alejandra is facing 
deportation to Mexico this week after 20 years in the country. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

They’ve got a plan in place, 
painful as it is: She will take 
their youngest daughter, Estela, 
to Mexico with her, because her 
husband often travels for busi¬ 
ness, although she said it feels 
like the 8-year-old is being de¬ 
ported as well. 

Their older daughter, Pamela, 
will stay with her father because 
they don’t believe the 16-year-old 
would be safe in Mexico. 

They are trying to prepare the 
girls — both American citizens. 

“I’ve been preaching to them 
you’ve got to be mentally tough 
— pretty much what they teach 
you in the Army,” he said. 

Even after Estela stood crying 
with her mother on the steps of 
the U.S. Capitol in April, plead¬ 
ing for help to keep her and her 
mother at home, the full brunt of 
what’s about to happen has yet to 
sink in, her father said. 

“Reality hasn’t hit,” he said. 
“Once it happens, you can tell 
they are going to crumble.” 

Their only hope is that a letter 
they wrote to Trump was passed 
along to him by their congress¬ 
man during the president’s visit 
to Florida on Tuesday for a cam¬ 
paign rally — and that the presi¬ 
dent will read it and act in their 
favor. 

It’s a long shot. Even Temo 
Juarez, 41, who leans conserva¬ 
tive and is a Trump supporter, 
doubts it will happen. 

“People who do business with 
me — they laughed (saying), ‘You 
are a super conservative,”’ he 
said. “I told them, ‘I am eating 
my words.’” 

At this late juncture, only 
the president can move quickly 
enough to stop this deportation. 

A broken law 

Traditionally, spouses and fam¬ 
ily of U.S. military members have 
enjoyed a certain latitude from 
immigration authorities. People 
like Alejandra Juarez would be 
tagged, but left in place. 

There is even an immigration 
policy for members of the military 
and their families called “parole 
in place” that recognizes “the im¬ 
portant sacrifices made by U.S. 
armed forces members, veterans, 
enlistees and their families,” ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. 

But while immigration policy 
regarding military and veteran 
spouses has not changed, advo¬ 
cates say the Trump administra¬ 
tion stance of zero tolerance has 
meant that there is no longer an 
order of priority in enforcing im¬ 
migration law. 

Anyone found without legal sta¬ 
tus can face deportation, not just 
those who’ve committed crimes, 
said Paul Donnelly, a strategist 
with the nonprofit American 
Families United, which advocates 
for immigration reform. He es¬ 
timates that 11,800 active U.S. 
servicemembers have a spouse 
facing deportation; adding the 
spouses of veterans would make 
those figures higher, he said. 

“These are not people knocking 
off banks and 7-Elevens,” he said. 
“These are military families try¬ 
ing to get by, and it’s a lousy thing 
to do.” 

USCIS data appears to indicate 
a shift, showing an increase in 


denials of requests for parole in 
place based on cases that were 
decided each year. 

According to the data, in fiscal 
years 2015 and 2016 under Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, 11 percent of 
the total parole in place cases that 
were decided were denied, while 
89 percent were approved. 

In fiscal 2017, which began 
in the last three months of the 
Obama presidency, the denials 
rose to 13 percent, and in the first 
eight months of the 2018 fiscal 
year, denials are up to 16 percent 
of the total cases decided. 

USCIS denies there has been 
any change and says it has main¬ 
tained a rate of 75 percent approv¬ 
al based on total requests each 
year, rather than cases decided. 

Randall Emery, president of 
American Families United, said 
this is a disturbing development 
in the decades-long erosion of vi¬ 
able immigration law. 

“Alejandra’s case just typifies 
the kind of case we see all the 
time,” he said. “We are talking 
about people who we’d be happy 
to have as neighbors, who made 
a mistake in the past, who are 
integrated, who are part of soci¬ 
ety and who are contributing,” he 
said. “It’s in the national interest 
to have her home with her hus¬ 
band. It sends the wrong message 
to the troops when people have 
to worry about the safety of their 
spouses.” 

‘A slap in the face’ 

Alejandra, who declined to 
mention her maiden name, came 
to the U.S. in 1998, looking for a 
better future. 

She’d grown up in Mexico City 
with a dysfunctional family in a 
crime-riddled neighborhood. 

She was just 19, she said, when 
she was smuggled across the bor¬ 


der with the help of a coyote. 

“If you get caught,” the man 
told her, “lie and say you are 
American.” 

It didn’t work. 

A border officer told her that 
she could either sign a piece of 
paper to be sent back home or 
spend the next six months locked 
away in detention. 

Speaking almost no English, 
she asked for an interpreter, but 
she said her request was ignored. 
So she signed the document and 
departed. 

She snuck back in just days 
later, this time succeeding. 

Three years later, life was good. 
She was living in Florida, had 
fallen in love with a U.S. Marine 
and they were getting married. 

Temo Juarez had just finished 
his Marine Corps contract, hav¬ 
ing deployed to Africa and South 
America and, committed to serv¬ 
ing, decided to join the Florida 
National Guard as a reservist. 

Their daughter Pamela was 
born in October 2001, shortly 
after the 9/11 attacks. Temo’s ac¬ 
tivation soon followed. 

They learned how to be parents 
as he trained for war and after 
months of delays in getting natu¬ 
ralized, he became an Ameri¬ 
can citizen just days before he 
deployed. 

Pamela was not even 1 when 
her dad deployed. A six-month 
tour was extended, then extended 
again, turning into 16 months 
away. The baby walked for the 
first time while he was gone. 

The deployment was hard. His 
unit was often under attack by 
rockets and mortars. He lost one 
buddy in a vehicle accident and a 
second was shot point-blank while 
serving in a security element for 
a senior officer. 

Temo Juarez was proud of his 
service and thankful that he had 


a wife who was there for him 
when things got tough. As the de¬ 
ployment was extended again and 
again, several of the marriages 
in their military community fell 
apart. 

But Alejandra was his rock. 
She comforted him and was there 
to listen when he was at his wit’s 
end. To this day, she said, he tells 
her that if it hadn’t been for her, 
he doesn’t believe he would have 
made it. 

“I’ve been here for him all this 
time,” she said. “Despite no docu¬ 
ments, I am a military wife.” 

Days before her pending de¬ 
portation, she said she believes 
it’s her husband who is being 
betrayed. 

“They are trying to punish 
me for what I did, but they are 
punishing him,” she said. “I told 
him: ‘You served this country 
three times and look what they 
are doing to you. It’s a slap in the 
face.” 

‘Asking for asylum’ 

Temo Juarez completed his 
military service after that tour 
in Iraq and moved on to build a 
flooring business. 

He and his wife had a second 
daughter and lived a normal 
life. The girls, like their dad, are 
American. English is their first 
language. 

She had no legal status, but they 
were comfortable that she was 
safe. During Temo’s deployment, 
Alejandra had filed paperwork 
seeking to naturalize and she re¬ 
ceived a reply saying she would 
have to go back to Mexico and 
go into the U.S. embassy there to 
apply for citizenship. 

She sought counsel and lawyers 
told her not to do it — she likely 
would not be let back into the 
country that was now home. Pe¬ 
riodically, she would check to see 
whether there were any changes 
in the law. But the answer was al¬ 
ways the same: Wait. 

One day in 2013, Alejandra was 
pulled over in a routine traffic 
stop. The officer, she said, told 
her she “looked suspicious.” 

While the ticket was ultimately 
dropped, a search of her record 
revealed that she was illegal. Two 
weeks later, immigration enforce¬ 
ment officers came to her house. 

They told her that in 1998, 
when she was captured and re¬ 
leased, she signed a document 
used on occasion by border pa¬ 
trol officers called an expedited 
removal order. Unbeknownst 
to the teenager, she had signed 
away her right to ever become an 
American citizen. 

With no criminal record, Ale¬ 
jandra was not high priority for 
immigration officials, so they let 
her status slide and she was told 
to simply check in with authori¬ 
ties twice a year. But suddenly, 
her hopes of becoming legal were 
gone. 

She now realized that had she 
gone to Mexico and walked into 
the U.S. Embassy seeking an ap¬ 
plication, she would never have 
been allowed to return. She also 
discovered that back then, there 
had been options for her. 

“Now I know there is some¬ 
thing called ‘asking for asylum,”’ 
she said. “But 20 years ago, I 
didn’t know.” 


Dividing a family 

Before the 2016 elections, Temo 
Juarez put his faith in candidate 
Trump. The conservative mili¬ 
tary man believed that the coun¬ 
try needed a change and Trump 
could shake things up. He had 
faith that his service to his coun¬ 
try would protect his family. 

But immigration authorities 
have told Alejandra Juarez that 
her expedited removal order 
barred her from being eligible for 
parole in place and now, under 
zero tolerance, her’s was no lon¬ 
ger a low-priority case. She was 
informed that she was being de¬ 
ported. With their options nar¬ 
rowing, the couple pressed for a 
hearing before an immigration 
judge who could change her sta¬ 
tus. But she’s been waiting years, 
and with time running out, they 
sought a political reprieve. 

Their congressman, Rep. Dar¬ 
ren Soto, D-Fla., urged the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
to grant her parole in place and 
a stay of removal until her case 
could be heard. He also cospon¬ 
sored legislation, the Protect 
Patriot Spouses Act, seeking pro¬ 
tection for military spouses and 
introduced a bill directly on her 
behalf to give her legal permanent 
resident status. Neither has been 
passed; if that were to happen, 
she could apply for citizenship. 

Last week, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement denied the 
request for a stay of removal, and 
a final deportation date was set 
after being delayed once before. 

“I will continue to support the 
Juarez family through this diffi¬ 
cult situation and continue to fight 
against the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s heartless immigration poli¬ 
cies tearing families apart,” Soto 
said in a statement last week. 

Temo Juarez said he is still 
proud of his country and of 
serving. 

“I don’t blame anybody,” he 
said. 

“We understand she violated 
the law and we are not asking for 
much,” he said. “We are asking 
them to drop the deportation. We 
are not asking for anything else.” 

Alejandra Juarez says the 
country owes her family better 
than this. She came from a bro¬ 
ken family and has worked hard 
with her husband to give their 
children something better. 

Now, the country he served is 
going to break their family, too. 

“My family is very hurt by what 
is going on,” she said. 

“I never thought in my worst 
nightmare that I’d be deported. I 
thought they would take my hus¬ 
band’s service into account. Not 
for me — for him.” 

“Butthis administration doesn’t 
care,” she said bitterly. 

Still, in a last-ditch effort, Temo 
Juarez wrote the president a let¬ 
ter through Soto asking for a re¬ 
prieve. On Tuesday, Alejandra 
Juarez got a call from her lawyer 
saying that ICE had agreed to 
review her most recent parole in 
place application. 

It’s not too promising. The 
enforcement arm of the immi¬ 
gration agency has rejected her 
previous three applications. 

Still, they hope. 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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Undercover video 
raises concerns 
over pig abuse 


By Colleen Slevin 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Recently released 
undercover video showing pigs 
being kicked, hit and punched 
at a Kentucky supplier for the 
world’s largest meat producer 
drew prompt condemnation from 
animal rights groups and the ag¬ 
ricultural industry alike. 

The images sandwiched in be¬ 
tween — adult pigs in cages bare¬ 
ly bigger than their bodies and 
a piglet squealing while being 
castrated — show still widely 
accepted industry practices but 
were aimed at pressuring Brazil¬ 
ian-based JBS to abandon them. 

Ten states — none major pork 
producers — have passed laws 
that ban or phase out the use of 
those narrow metal cages, known 
as gestation crates or stalls, where 
sows are confined during their 
frequent pregnancies. 

Among them is California, 
where voters agreed to phase 
out the crates along with chicken 
cages and veal crates starting 
in 2015. This fall, voters will be 
asked to go further and ban the 
sale of pork from pigs confined to 
the crates, along with pork from 
their offspring. The measure 
also would bar the sale of veal 
from crated calves and eggs from 
caged chickens. 

Massachusetts voters passed a 
similar ban in 2016 that takes ef¬ 
fect in 2022. 

Sows account for only about 6 
percent of the pigs on American 
farms, but pork producers have 
been slow to give up confinement, 
said Josh Balk, vice president of 
farm animal protection for The 
Humane Society of the United 
States. 

While shoppers are familiar 
with the bewildering array of 
cage-free and free-range egg op¬ 
tions in stores, how pigs are raised 
is not something frequently touted 
on bacon or sausage packages. 

Still, activists have made an 
impact with their gradual, state- 
by-state approach of passing bal¬ 
lot measures and bills to outlaw 
crates and by gathering pledges 
from more than 100 large restau¬ 
rant and food companies includ¬ 
ing McDonald’s, Chipotle and 
Target, to move away from sup¬ 
pliers that use gestation crates. 
Some meat producers have also 
pledged to phase them out. 

The world’s largest pork pro¬ 
ducer, Smithfield Foods, an¬ 
nounced in January it had 
switched to open group housing 
for pregnant pigs at its company- 
owned U.S. farms. JBS has said 
it plans to transition to collective 
rather than individual crates by 
2025. In January, it said 45 per¬ 


cent of its suppliers have already 
made the switch. 

JBS’ U.S. branch, based in 
Greeley, Colo., suspended ship¬ 
ments from the Franklin, Ky., 
farm after the video was released 
last month by Los Angeles-based 
Mercy for Animals, a backer of 
the California proposal. It said it 
would investigate the incident at 
the farm operated by Tennessee- 
based Tosh Farms. 

“Animal welfare is a priority 
for our company and our custom¬ 
ers,” JBS USA said in a statement 
at the time. “We will ensure that 
all of our suppliers adhere to our 
high standards for animal care.” 

An esti- 

While 
shoppers 
are familiar 
with the 
bewildering 
array of 


of 


cage-free 
and free- 


options 
in stores, 
how pigs 
are raised 
is not 
something 
frequently 
touted on 
bacon or 
sausage 
packages. 


mated 
percent 
U.S. 

farms regu¬ 
larly use ges¬ 
tation stalls. 
The rest are 
owned by 
companies 
that pledged 
to cut stall 
use or are 
in states that 
ban it, and 
mostly use 
open pens 
instead, ac¬ 
cording 
to the Na¬ 
tional Pork 
Producers 
Council. 

However, 
even most of 
those farms 
still use ges¬ 
tation stalls 
when sows 
are artifi¬ 
cially inseminated, and some use 
them to test whether the sows 
are pregnant, council spokesman 
David Warner said. State bans, 
like Colorado’s, typically include 
exceptions for testing, treatment 
or research. 

After sows give birth, farms that 
use confinement usually put them 
in slightly larger farrowing stalls, 
which give them enough room to 
lie down and nurse their piglets. 

Gestation stalls are intended 
to minimize fighting among hier¬ 
archical sows and protect work¬ 
ers from the pregnant animals, 
which can weigh between 350 and 
450 pounds, said Sarah Crawford, 
assistant vice president of animal 
welfare for the National Pork 
Board in Des Moines, Iowa. She 
said the stalls are long enough for 
the animals to lie in, and research 
has shown some will choose a 
stall over living in a group. 

“The good thing is farmers 
have the choice to decide what fits 
best for their farm,” she said. 



Kimberly A. Wood, Cascadia Research/ AP 

A hybrid between a melon-headed whale and a rough-toothed dolphin, in the foreground, swims next to 
a melon-headed dolphin near Kauai, Hawaii, in August 2017. 

Rare hybrid whale-dolphin’s no ‘wholphin’ 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Scientists are 
touting the first sighting of a hy¬ 
brid between a melon-headed 
whale and a rough-toothed dolphin 
in the ocean off Hawaii. But don’t 
call it a “wholphin,” they say. 

The melon-headed whale is 
one of the various species that’s 
called a whale but is technically a 
dolphin. 

“Calling it something like 
a wholphin doesn’t make any 
sense,” said one of the study’s au¬ 
thors, Robin Baird, a Hawaii re¬ 
search biologist with Washington 
state-based Cascadia Research 
Collective. “I think calling it a 
wholphin just confuses the situa¬ 
tion more than it already is.” 


In a study published last week, 
scientists say the animal spotted 
off the island of Kauai in August 
2017 appears to be the first re¬ 
cord of a hybrid involving either 
species. It’s also only the third 
confirmed instance of a wild- 
born hybrid between species in 
the Delphinidae family. 

The label “wholphin” has 
stuck for a hybrid born in 1985 at 
Hawaii’s Sea Life Park of a false 
killer whale and an Atlantic bottle- 
nose dolphin. The hybrid named 
Kekaimalu still lives at the marine 
mammal park, where she helps 
teach children about genetics. 

News of the hybrid spotted in 
the wild during Navy-funded 
research to study the effects of 
sonar proves the “genetic diver¬ 


sity of the ocean,” said Sea Life 
Park Curator Jeff Pawloski. “I al¬ 
ways thought they were out there 
in the wild existing — it only 
makes sense. And to know she 
has cousins out there in the ocean 
is an amazing thing to know.” 

While some news organizations 
have described the melon-headed 
whale and rough-toothed dolphin 
hybrid as a new species, in order 
for that to happen other things 
need to occur, including more 
widespread hybridization, Baird 
said. 

“That isn’t the case, although 
there are examples where hybrid¬ 
ization has resulted in a new spe¬ 
cies,” he said. “There’s no evidence 
to suggest it’s leading toward any¬ 
thing like species formation.” 
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Noah Berger/AP 

A firefighter battles the River Fire as it tears through Lakeport, Calif., on Monday. 


Wildfires 
threaten 
10K homes 
in N. Calif. 

By Marcio Jose Sanchez 

AND SUDHIN ThANAWALA 

Associated Press 

LAKEPORT, Calif. — Twin wildfires 
tearing through vineyards and brushy hills 
threatened some 10,000 homes in Northern 
California on Tuesday — yet another front in 
the seemingly endless summer of wildfires 
that have ravaged some of the most scenic 
areas of the state. 

The two fires straddling Mendocino and 
Lake counties had burned seven homes by 
Monday night along with some 107 square 
miles of rural land. 

About 100 miles north, the so-called Carr 
Fire that has burned more than 800 homes 
and killed six people has become the ninth- 
most destructive wildfire in California his¬ 
tory, said Scott McLean, a spokesman for the 
California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection. 

In Lake County, evacuation orders were in 
effect for the 4,700-resident town of Lakeport 
along with some smaller communities and a 
section of Mendocino National Forest. In all, 
some 10,000 people have been warned to flee, 
fire officials said. 

Lakeport, north of San Francisco, is the 
county seat and a popular destination for bass 
anglers and boaters on the shores of Clear 
Lake. By Monday night it was a ghost town, 
the main streets deserted. 

A few miles away embers, ash and smoke 
swirled through vineyards where at least one 


home had gone up in flames. Firefighters set 
blazes at the bottom of hills to burn up the 
tinder-dry brush before flames cresting the 
ridge tops could feed on it and surge downhill. 
A fleet of aircraft made continuous water and 
fire retardant drops on the blaze, filling the 
air with the roar of their engines. 

Not everyone heeded orders issued Sunday 
and Monday to evacuate. 

Derick Hughes II remained behind at his 
property in Nice, Calif., where he ran sprin¬ 
klers on his roof and removed yard plants that 
could catch fire. 

The 32-year-old Marine Corps veteran sent 
his wife and two daughters to safety along with 
three carloads of belongings. But he said he 
had too much at stake to leave. He bought his 
three-bedroom house last year using a loan 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

“This is everything I bled for, and I’ve 
worked really hard to get to where I am, and 


I’m just not willing to give it up so easily,” he 
said over the phone. “Some people may think 
that’s selfish of me, and I have insurance. But 
the way things go, I’d rather not start over.” 

Farther north, police said five people were 
arrested on suspicion of entering areas evacu¬ 
ated due to the explosive wildfire around Red¬ 
ding. The blaze, which killed two firefighters 
and four civilians including two children, has 
now destroyed 818 homes and 311 outbuild¬ 
ings and damaged 165 homes, McLean said. 

More than 27,000 people remained evacuat¬ 
ed from their homes although another 10,000 
were allowed to return Monday as fire crews 
reinforced lines on the western end of Carr 
Fire. Some 12,000 firefighters were battling 
the blaze. Fire officials were hopeful that they 
could make progress containing the blaze, 
which was 23 percent contained. 

Those fires were among 17 burning across 
the state. 


Prosecutor: Minneapolis police shooting justified 


Their decision to use deadly force against 
Mr. Blevins under those circumstances 
was authorized, f 

Mike Freeman 

Hennepin County attorney 


By Youssef Rddad 
and Amy Forliti 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Two Min¬ 
neapolis police officers who shot 
and killed a black man last month 
were justified in using deadly 
force, a prosecutor announced 
Monday, saying the man was 
fleeing police and turned toward 
them with a loaded gun before he 
was shot. 

Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman said Thurman 
Blevins had refused commands to 
stop and show his hands, and was 
clearly a danger to the officers 
and community. “Their decision 
to use deadly force against Mr. 
Blevins under those circumstanc¬ 
es was authorized,” Freeman said, 
adding that the officers will not be 
criminally charged. 

His statements were in pre¬ 
pared remarks that were handed 
out to the media. Freeman had 
tried to make the announcement 
during a news conference, but 
he was shouted down by Blevins’ 


friends and family members. 
They argue Blevins was no threat 
to anybody and was just sitting 
with a woman and his child. 

“He was forced to run away 
from his family so they wouldn’t 
shoot him down in his own com¬ 
munity in front of his kid,” said 
Sydnee Brown, a cousin. 

Freeman’s decision came after 
the city released the officers’ 
body-camera video late Sunday. 

Freeman’s report says Officers 
Justin Schmidt and Ryan Kelly 
were responding to a 911 call of a 
man firing a gun into the air June 
23 on the city’s north side. Body 
camera videos show them pulling 
their cruiser up and Blevins seat¬ 
ed on a curb near a woman with a 


child in a stroller. 

As the officers pull up, one 
says, “He’s got a gun!” and they 
jump from the squad car. 

Schmidt yells “Put your (exple¬ 
tive) hands up now!” as Blevins 
runs. Schmidt also yells, “Put 
your hands up! I will (expletive) 
shoot you!” Kelly yells, “Stop or 
I’ll shoot!” repeatedly. 

In a chase that takes less than 
a minute, Blevins yells back, “I 
didn’t do nothing bro,” “Please 
don’t shoot” and “Leave me 
alone.” An enhanced version of 
the videos has a red circle drawn 
around what appears to be a 
gun in Blevins’ right hand, as he 
looks over his left shoulder at the 
officers. 


After the chase turns down 
an alley, Blevins is shot, still 
running. 

At Freeman’s aborted news 
conference, Jeniffer Rohr, a 
friend of the Blevins family, criti¬ 
cized the officer who said “He’s 
got a gun.” “He just gave himself 
a license to shoot Mr. Blevins,” 
Rohr said. She said Blevins was 
“assassinated.” 

In interviews with investiga¬ 
tors, Schmidt said he feared for 
his life when he saw Blevins take 
his gun out of his pocket. Kelly 
said he believed the gun was 
aimed directly at him, and he was 
“pretty sure” Blevins fired the 
weapon at him. 

The report from Freeman’s 
office says a shell casing from 
Blevins’ gun was found near his 
body. In a conference call with re¬ 
porters, Freeman said authorities 
can’t be certain that Blevins shot 
at the officers, but it is irrelevant 
to the charging decision. He said 
merely pointing a handgun at of¬ 
ficers is a threat that allows the 
officers to protect themselves. 


CBS will 
keep CEO 
as probe 
conducted 

By Mae Anderson 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — CBS will keep 
CEO Les Moonves in place dur¬ 
ing an investigation of sexual mis¬ 
conduct charges against him, the 
company said. It will hire an out¬ 
side counsel to conduct the probe. 

On Friday a New Yorker article 
quoted six women who accused 
Moonves of sexual misconduct 
over a span of three decades. The 
alleged behavior included forced 
kissing, unwanted sexual advanc¬ 
es and career retaliation against 
women who rebuffed him. 

CBS issued a statement even 
before the article was published 
saying it took the allegations 
seriously and would begin an 
investigation. 

The CBS board on Monday also 
voted to postpone the shareholder 
meeting that had been scheduled 
for Aug. 10 to a later date yet to be 
determined. It reports its quarter¬ 
ly earnings on Thursday. Shares 
closed down 5 percent at $51.28, 
and were largely unchanged in 
after-hours trading. 

If its CEO is suspended or de¬ 
parts altogether, CBS would lose 
its chief amid rapid change in 
the entertainment industry and 
a corporate battle with media 
mogul Shari Redstone, who con¬ 
trols both CBS and its corporate 
sibling Viacom. 

Moonves joined CBS in 1995 as 
president of CBS Entertainment 
and quickly climbed the ranks, 
becoming CEO of CBS Television 
in 1998 and CEO of the newly 
created CBS Corp. in 2006 after it 
split from Viacom. He revived the 
company, which operates the CBS 
network, Showtime and other en¬ 
tities, with hit shows like “NCIS” 
and “The Big Bang Theory.” 

More recently, the CBS chief 
introduced separate streaming 
CBS and Showtime services as 
more people “cut the cord” and 
watch TV online. The network 
consistently tops its rivals in 
prime-time ratings. 

“He’s done a terrific job in fo¬ 
cusing the company on important 
franchises and pushing them to 
the future” with streaming ser¬ 
vices, said Moody’s analyst Neil 
Begley. 

Moonves is also pushing to keep 
CBS independent against the 
wishes of Redstone, who wants to 
combine CBS with Viacom. 

A likely successor, at least on 
an interim basis, is Chief Operat¬ 
ing Officer Joseph Ianniello, ana¬ 
lysts said. Ianniello, who has held 
his current position since 2013, 
has steered top projects such as 
the CBS All Access and Show¬ 
time streaming services. But he 
doesn’t have a creative or sales 
background, which might make 
him an awkward long-term lead¬ 
er for the company. 

Another possible successor is 
Viacom CEO Bob Bakish, at least 
if Redstone gets her way. 
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Veterans group urges halt to 3D printed guns 



Jay Janner, Austin (Texas) American-Statesman/AP 


Cody Wilson holds what he calls a Liberator pistol that was made on a 3D printer at his 
home in Austin, Texas, in 2013. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A group of veterans 
who advise the largest gun control advoca¬ 
cy organization in the United States urged 
the State Department to halt its plans to 
allow downloadable designs for 3D-printed 
guns to be published online. 

The Veterans Advisory Council for Ev- 
erytown for Gun Safety described the 
printable, hard-to-trace guns as a threat 
to national security and public safety. In 
a letter, 15 veterans on the council called 
on Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to step 
in and block blueprints to manufacture the 
guns from being posted online, which is 
slated to start Wednesday. 

“We know firsthand the destructive 
power of firearms — and the dangers of 
firearms in the wrong hands,” the veterans 
wrote to Pompeo. 

In 2013, the State Department stopped 
the Texas-based company Defense Dis¬ 
tributed from publishing gun blueprints, 
arguing it violated federal export laws be¬ 
cause some of them were downloaded out¬ 
side the United States. 

In late June, the federal government 
reached a settlement with the company 
to allow it to resume posting the designs. 
The settlement allows Defense Distrib¬ 
uted to start posting the blueprints online 
Wednesday, but as of Sunday 1,000 people 
had already downloaded the plans for AR- 
15-style, semi-automatic assault rifles, ac¬ 
cording to Pennsylvania Attorney General 
Josh Shapiro. 

Pennsylvania was one of eight states to 
file a lawsuit Monday against President 


Donald Trump’s administration over its 
decision to allow distribution of the blue¬ 
prints. In a separate move, 21 state attor¬ 
neys general called on Pompeo and U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions to back out 
of their settlement with the company. 

On Tuesday, Democrats in the Senate in¬ 
troduced legislation in a last-ditch effort to 
continue the ban on printable guns. During 
a news conference at the Capitol, the law¬ 
makers described it as a “deadly mistake” 
and a “self-inflicted public safety crisis.” 


“Coming to a theater near you, coming 
to a school near you, coming to a sports 
stadium, to any public place,” Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., said while pointing 
to an image of a 3D printed semi-auto¬ 
matic assault rifle. “These ghost guns are 
the new wave of American gun violence. 
The failure to ban them will mean blood 
on the hands of officials who have that 
responsibility.” 

Trump addressed the issue on Twitter 
on Tuesday morning and tweeted: “I am 


looking into 3-D Plastic Guns being sold to 
the public. Already spoke to NRA, doesn’t 
seem to make much sense!” 

Later Tuesday, Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., criticized Trump 
for waiting to look into it until the day before 
the blueprints were scheduled to go online. 

“Where the heck has he been?” Schum¬ 
er asked. “This idea that he’ll look into it, 
we’ve been down that rabbit hole before. 
On issue after issue, the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s M.O. when there’s a crisis is to say, 
‘We’ll look into it. We’re working with the 
NRA.’ And then nothing happens. We’re 
going to have to pass legislation.” 

The Democrats — as well as members of 
Everytown’s Veterans Advisory Council — 
argued the plastic guns would be untrace- 
able, difficult to detect in metal detectors 
and would require no background check. 
Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., called it the “ul¬ 
timate gun loophole.” 

“We support the federal laws that work 
to keep the public safe, which rely on 
criminal background checks to block gun 
possession by those who pose a danger 
to society,” the Veterans Advisory Coun¬ 
cil wrote. “And we believe strongly that 
downloadable firearms will undermine 
those laws, enabling anyone to print their 
own AR-15 or handgun with commercially 
available 3D printing technology.” 

Everytown created the Veterans Adviso¬ 
ry Council in May to weigh in on policy pro¬ 
posals and testify to Congress, using their 
combat experience and firearm expertise 
as reasons why their opinions should carry 
weight. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Ex-Trump 
campaign 
chairman’s 
trial begins 


Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 

Protesters hold banners Tuesday in front of the Alexandria Federal Court in 
Alexandria, Va., as jury selection began in Paul Manafort’s trial. 


By Chad Day and Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Jury selection got 
underway Tuesday in the trial of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s former campaign 
chairman, Paul Manafort, on tax evasion 
and bank fraud charges. 

Manafort, who is already in custody 
and could spend the rest of his life in 
jail, appeared in the federal courtroom 
in Alexandria, Va., in a dark suit with 
his wife, Kathleen. Meanwhile, dozens 
of potential jurors assembled to answer 
questions from the judge and lawyers as 
to whether they can be impartial. 

It’s the first trial to result from special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation 
into potential ties between the Trump 
presidential campaign and Russia. While 
prosecutors weren’t expected to address 
the question of possible collusion between 
Trump and Russia, Manafort’s case was 
viewed by some as a test of the legitima¬ 
cy of Mueller’s probe, which Trump has 
dismissed as a “witch hunt.” 

Manafort is accused of trying to hide 
tens of millions of dollars in Ukrainian 
political consulting fees and using that 
money to fund a lavish lifestyle. He is the 
only American charged by Mueller to opt 
for a trial. 

Prosecutors have lined up 35 witness¬ 
es and more than 500 pieces of evidence 


they say will show how Manafort earned 
more than $60 million from his Ukrai¬ 
nian work and then concealed a “sig¬ 
nificant percentage” of that money from 
the IRS. Prosecutors will also argue that 
Manafort fraudulently obtained millions 
more in bank loans, including during his 
time on the campaign. 

The pool of jurors will face questions 
from both sides and U.S. District Judge 
T.S. Ellis III as they try to weed out po¬ 
tential prejudice in what has become a 
highly publicized and politically divisive 
investigation. 

Prosecutors say they will introduce 
evidence that a chairman of one of the 
banks allowed Manafort to file inaccu¬ 
rate loan information in exchange for a 
role on the Republican campaign and the 


promise of a job in the Trump adminis¬ 
tration that never materialized. 

Before the start of jury selection Tues¬ 
day, prosecutors filed an expanded list 
of its evidence exhibits, including sev¬ 
eral email chains between Manafort 
and Stephen Calk, a Chicago bank chair¬ 
man. The added evidence also appears 
to include documents related to bank ac¬ 
counts in Cyprus. 

At the center of much of the trial will 
be another Trump campaign aide, Rick 
Gates, who spent years working for 
Manafort in Ukraine and is also accused 
of helping him falsify paperwork used to 
obtain the bank loans. Gates, who cut a 
plea deal with Mueller earlier this year, 
is expected to testify against his former 
mentor. 


Trump echoes 
Giuliani: ‘Collusion 
is not a crime’ 

By John T. Bennett 
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump, 
after repeatedly denying campaign coordination 
with Russia, on Tuesday claimed such “collusion 
is not a crime.” 

The president has repeatedly said since tak¬ 
ing office that neither he nor his 2016 campaign 
associates worked with Russian officials or indi¬ 
viduals during his race against Democratic foe 
Hillary Clinton. But, as his attorney Rudolph 
Giuliani did on Monday, Trump muddied those 
waters on Tuesday. 

“Collusion is not a crime, but that doesn’t mat¬ 
ter because there was No Collusion (except by 
Crooked Hillary and the Democrats)!” Trump 
wrote. 

That came after a confusing Monday morn¬ 
ing media tour by Giuliani, during which he first 
floated his collusion as legal theory. Friendly 
Fox News anchors agreed. A less-friendly CNN 
host looked stunned. 

The former New York City mayor and U.S. at¬ 
torney, and now Trump, appear to be trying to 
influence public opinion about the Justice De¬ 
partment’s Russia probe of possible campaign 
coordination and whether Trump obstructed 
justice since taking office with moves related to 
the investigation, including firing then-FBI Di¬ 
rector James Comey. 

Legal experts say Giuliani and Trump have a 
point: There is no federal law or statue making 
campaign collusion a crime. 

But they also say special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler would bring charges of conspiracy, making 
false statements to federal investigators or ob¬ 
structing justice. Those are federal crimes. 
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It keeps 
us safe' 

NYC bathroom set 
up to help stem 
drug overdoses 

By Jennifer Peltz 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — At an unassuming store¬ 
front on a busy Brooklyn street, people 
sign up to use a bathroom outfitted to try to 
curb an overdose crisis. 

Waiting his turn, a man named Robert is 
frank about why he’s there instead of one 
of the stairwells, parks, rooftops or porch¬ 
es where he has used heroin in the past. 

“It keeps us safe. It keeps us from get¬ 
ting arrested. You feel secure here,” said 
Robert, who discussed his drug use on 
condition that his last name not be used be¬ 
cause he fears arrest and damage to family 
relationships. “You know that someone’s 
paying attention if you fall out in there. ... 
You know they’re not going to let nothing 
happen to you.” 

As communities debate trying to stem 
overdose deaths by allowing safe havens 
for people to take heroin and other nar¬ 
cotics, places like this needle exchange 
program are quietly providing a model 
of sorts: bathrooms monitored by inter¬ 
com so someone can intervene to stop an 
overdose. 

Officially, they aren’t the more full- 
fledged and controversial facilities — often 
called safe injection sites — that cities 
including New York, Philadelphia, San 
Francisco and Seattle are seeking to open 
and that already operate overseas. At the 
same time, some counties and cities pre¬ 
emptively have banned injection sites, and 
federal officials have said they’re illegal. 

While the discussion plays out, Robert 
and about a dozen other people turned up 
on a recent afternoon to use the bathroom 
off the green and orange drop-in room at 
VOCAL-NY, where work includes needle 
exchange, support groups and advocacy 
campaigns. 

A sign on the bathroom allows 10 min¬ 
utes “to take care of business.” But every 
three minutes, a staffer checks in by inter¬ 
com. If there’s no response, the staffer will 
release the door lock and come in, ready 
to administer anti-overdose medication. In 
eight years, a few people have overdosed 
but all have been rescued, VOCAL said. 

If not official, the restroom isn’t ex¬ 
actly underground, either. State Health 
Department policies suggest that needle 
exchange programs’ bathrooms have such 
safeguards. 

“This bathroom is literally a response to 
hundreds of overdose deaths in bathrooms 
and streets across the city,” said Jeremy 
Saunders, VOCAL’s co-executive director. 
“You can say we’re enabling people, but 
what we would say is, At what point do you 
want us to stop caring?”’ 

Evidence of benefits ‘clear’ 

Opioid drugs — including pain pills, her¬ 
oin and the heavy-duty painkiller fentanyl 
— have spawned the deadliest epidemic of 
drug overdoses in U.S. history. It has killed 
more than 47,000 people nationwide in the 



Photos by Mary Altaffer/AP 


Peer educator Chris Marshal takes a nap July 3 as a member signs in before using the bathroom at the VOCAL-NY headquarters in 
the Brooklyn borough of New York. VOCAL-NY runs a needle exchange and harm-reduction services, as well as overdose prevention 
and other services for people who use drugs. 



Evelyn Milan, right, director of services at VOCAL-NY, prepares a package with sterile 
injection equipment for a member July 3 at the organization’s headquarters. 


12 months that ended in November, the 
most recent federal data. 

About 100 supervised injection sites 
have opened in Canada, Australia and Eu¬ 
rope during the past 30 years. At least one 
has been operating under the radar some¬ 
where in the U.S. since 2014, according to 
a research paper. 

The mayor of the college town of Ithaca, 
N.Y., proposed a supervised injection space 
in 2016. Now New York is seeking state and 
community approval for a one-year test of 
four “overdose prevention centers” at pri¬ 
vately run syringe-exchange programs, 
and Philadelphia is looking for organiza¬ 
tions interested in running or funding in¬ 
jection sites. 

San Francisco initially hoped to open two 
sites this summer or fall but now isn’t set¬ 
ting a time frame while working through 
legal issues. Seattle has budgeted $1.3 mil¬ 
lion this year to work toward launching a 
site, while opponents have been trying for 
a public vote on banning it. 

A typical site would go well beyond VO¬ 
CAL’S bathroom, offering a space with ta¬ 
bles or booths set up with sterile syringes, 
alcohol swabs and other accoutrements. 

As people injected themselves, staffers 
would watch for trouble signs and would 
jump in with overdose-reversing drugs, 
if needed. Workers would look for oppor¬ 


tunities to discuss treatment, and advo¬ 
cates argue the caring-but-not-coercive 
approach helps people make changes. But 
the main goal is simply survival. 

“You can’t detox if you’re dead. You 
can’t treat someone if they’re dead,” said 
Kassandra Frederique, New York state di¬ 
rector of the Drug Policy Alliance, which 
advocates for less-restrictive drug laws. 

There has never been a reported over¬ 
dose death at a supervised injection site, 
according to studies that say the facilities 
also reduce HIV infections and 911 calls 
for overdoses, among other problems. Re¬ 
searchers estimated New York’s City’s pro¬ 
posal could prevent 130 deaths and could 
save $7 million in health care expenses per 
year. 

“The evidence is absolutely clear that 
(the concept) has these great benefits,” 
said injection-site researcher Alex Krai, 
a researcher at the RTI International re¬ 
search institute. “Once people understand 
it, I have a hard time understanding how 
anyone could be against it.” 

‘Total fear’ 

Tell that to Snohomish County Council¬ 
man Nate Nehring, who recently spear¬ 
headed a safe-injection-site ban in his 
county north of Seattle; they’re also pro¬ 


hibited in some Snohomish cities and 
Pierce County, south of Seattle. 

“I don’t see where the compassion is in 
just handing someone a needle so they can 
shoot up heroin for the rest of their lives,” 
said Nehring, a Republican. “True compas¬ 
sion is saying, ‘We’re not going to let you 
live this way.... We’re absolutely willing to 
help you with our resources, but you’ve got 
to get clean.’” 

Members of a Colorado General Assem¬ 
bly committee had similar qualms when 
they recently nixed a proposal to allow a 
site in Denver. 

In Baltimore, Health Commissioner Dr. 
Leana Wen said taking steps toward an in¬ 
jection site without federal approval could 
jeopardize funding that the city can’t af¬ 
ford to lose. 

U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Jerome Adams 
has called the facilities illegal. While the 
Justice Department declined to comment 
on injection sites, Vermont U.S. Attorney 
Christina Nolan’s office has said injection- 
site staffers could face criminal charges 
and landlords forfeiture under a federal law 
against operating a place for narcotics use. 

In New York, city special narcotics pros¬ 
ecutor Bridget Brennan fears injection 
facilities would stoke neighborhood resent¬ 
ment, would risk legal problems and would 
send misleading signals that drug use can 
be “safe.” But Police Commissioner James 
O’Neill said the sites are worth trying, 
though the city’s five district attorneys are 
divided on the issue. 

There’s no such debate at VOCAL-NY, 
where reminders of the dangers of drug 
use are as close as a framed artwork by a 
28-year-old who died of an overdose. 

Or as close as VOCAL activists and new¬ 
lyweds Levele and Nilda Pointer, sitting 
beside each other. 

Nilda, 46, survived three overdoses and 
three strokes related to her former heroin 
use. Levele, 50, said he’d have “kicked 
the door in” to get to a safe injection site, 
rather than the underpasses, condemned 
buildings and other locales where he used 
to use heroin, crack and marijuana. 

He remembers times when he knew 
he’d gone too far and thought his heart was 
about to stop or burst. He felt “total fear 
that I was about to die.” 

“Those are moments that I would never 
want anyone else to live,” he said, and 
chokes up. 

“It’s OK, baby,” Nilda said. “You’re OK 
today.” 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Poet Teasdale 
5 Moving vehicle 
8 Converse 

12 Final notice 

13 Altar affirmative 

14 Timber wolf 

15 Short-tempered 
folks 

17 Detail 

18 Seeps 

19 Luxury boats 
21 March 

Madness gp. 

24 “King Kong” 
studio 

25 “Funny!” 

28 Enjoy 

30 “This tastes 
terrible!” 

33 Tic-tac-toe loser 

34 Fun partner 

35 “Cheers” 
bartender 

36 Retrieve 

37 -friendly 

38 Steerer’s place 

39 In favor of 
41 “Monopoly” 

cubes 

43 Zodiac sign 
46 Jaunty chapeau 

50 Broad 

51 Bigwigs 

54 Jason’s ship 

55 Lincoln nickname 

56 Now, in a memo 

57 Beholds 


58 Cacophony 

59 Saturates 

DOWN 

1 Manhattan area 

2 “Peek- —I” 

3 Cracker name 

4 Goddess of 
wisdom 

5 By way of 

6 Put two and 
two together? 

7 Inquisitive 

8 Computer 
mouse sound 

9 Plant-growing 
site 

10 Help a hood 

11 Male turkeys 
16 Computer key 
20 God of war 

22 Regrettably 

23 Picked a target 


25 Glutton 

26 Chopper 

27 Sundae 
topper 

29 Russell of 
“Waitress” 

31 Cowboy’s 
sweetie 

32 “Let me think ...” 

34 Mentor 

38 Donkey’s 
comment 

40 Two-tone cookies 

42“CSI” network 

43 “Jabberwocky” 
starter 

44 Suffix for million 

45 Roe provider 

47 Valentine flower 

48 Coup d’— 

49 Recipe amts. 

52 Kimono closer 

53 Sawbuck 
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8-1 CRYPTOQUIP 

ZCNU P FNI SNWL 

NRTEXNWTINH, P ZPKK 

XGKK BGI DL EDTWIXCBUN 

TUH ENUH NSNWLBUN 

SNRNH DNEETFNE. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT MIGHT YOU CALL 
A PERSON WHO STOKES THE FUEL SUPPLY FOR 
A STEAM ENGINE? THE COAL-KEEPER. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals V 
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Chinese radio warnings concern Philippines 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated. Press 

MANILA, Philippines — The 
Philippines has expressed con¬ 
cern to China over an increasing 
number of Chinese radio mes¬ 
sages warning Philippine air¬ 
craft and ships to stay away from 
newly fortified islands and other 
territories in the South China Sea 
claimed by both countries, offi¬ 
cials said Monday. 

A Philippine government re¬ 
port seen by The Associated 
Press showed that in the second 
half of last year, Philippine mili¬ 
tary aircraft received Chinese 
radio warnings at least 46 times 
while patrolling near artificial is¬ 
lands built by China in the South 
China Sea’s Spratly archipelago. 

The Chinese radio messages 
were “meant to step up their tac¬ 


tics to our pilots conducting mari¬ 
time air surveillance in the West 
Philippine Sea,” the report said, 
using the Philippine name for the 
South China Sea. 

Philippine officials have raised 
their concern twice over the 
radio transmissions, including 
in a meeting with Chinese coun¬ 
terparts in Manila earlier this 
year that focused on the Asian 
countries’ long-unresolved terri¬ 
torial disputes, according to two 
officials who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to discuss the issue 
publicly. 

It’s a new problem that emerged 
after China transformed seven 
disputed reefs into islands using 
dredged sand in the Spratlys, 
where the new islands now stand 
in close proximity to islands oc¬ 
cupied by Vietnam, the Philip¬ 


pines and Taiwan. Malaysia and 
Brunei are the other claimants to 
the chain of islands and barren 
islets and atolls. 

The messages originated from 
Chinese coast guard ships in past 
years, but military officials sus¬ 
pect transmissions now are also 
being sent from the Beijing-held 
artificial islands, where far more 
powerful communications and 
surveillance equipment has been 
installed along with weapons such 
as surface-to-air missiles. 

“Our ships and aircraft have 
observed an increase in radio 
queries that appear to originate 
from new land-based facilities in 
the South China Sea,” Command¬ 
er Clay Doss, public affairs officer 
of the U.S. 7th Fleet, told the AP 
by email in response to questions 
about the Chinese messages. 

“These communications do not 


affect our operations,” Doss said. 

Although the U.S. lays no 
claims to the strategic waterway, 
its Navy has deployed ships and 
aircraft in operations to promote 
freedom of navigation and over¬ 
flight, but which China protests 
as foreign meddling in an Asian 
dispute. 

U.S. Navy ships and aircraft 
communicate routinely with re¬ 
gional navies, including the Chi¬ 
nese navy. “The vast majority of 
these communications are pro¬ 
fessional, and when that is not the 
case, those issues are addressed 
by appropriate diplomatic and 
military channels,” Doss said. 

A Philippine air force plane 
on patrol near the Chinese-held 
islands received a particularly 
offensive radio message in late 
January when it was warned by 
Chinese forces that it was “en¬ 


dangering the security of the Chi¬ 
nese reef. Leave immediately and 
keep off to avoid misunderstand¬ 
ing,” according to the Philippine 
government report. 

Shortly afterward, the plane 
received a veiled threat: “Philip¬ 
pine military aircraft, I am warn¬ 
ing you again, leave immediately 
or you will pay the possible con¬ 
sequences.” The Filipino pilot 
later “sighted two flare warning 
signals from the reef,” said the 
report, which identified the Chi¬ 
nese-occupied island as Gaven 
Reef. 

Chinese Embassy officials did 
not reply to requests for com¬ 
ment, but Beijing officials have 
repeatedly said they have the 
right to build on what they say is 
their territory and defend their 
sovereignty at all costs. 


Malaysian official quits 
over Flight 370 lapses 


Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
— Malaysia’s civil aviation chief 
said Tuesday he has resigned to 
take responsibility after an in¬ 
dependent investigative report 
highlighted shortcomings in the 
air traffic control center during 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370’s 
disappearance four years ago. 

The report released Monday 
raised the possibility that the 
jet may have been hijacked even 
though there 
was no con¬ 
clusive evi¬ 
dence of why 
it went off 
course and 
flew for over 
seven hours 
after sever¬ 
ing commu¬ 
nications. 

Azharud- 
din Abdul 
Rahman 
said the report didn’t blame the 
civil aviation department for the 
plane’s loss but found that the 
Kuala Lumpur air traffic control 
center failed to comply with oper¬ 
ating procedures. 

“Therefore, it is with regret 
and after much thought and con¬ 
templation that I have decided to 
resign as chairman of Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority of Malaysia,” he 
said in his statement, adding he 
has presented his resignation and 
will step down in two weeks. 

The jet carrying 239 people 
from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing 
vanished March 8, 2014, and is 
presumed to have crashed in the 
far southern Indian Ocean. The 
investigative report, prepared by 
a 19-member international team, 
said the cause of the disappear¬ 
ance cannot be determined until 
the wreckage and the plane’s 
black boxes are found. 

However, the report said the in¬ 
vestigation showed lapses by air 
traffic control, including a failure 


to swiftly initiate an emergency 
response and monitor radar con¬ 
tinuously, relying too much on in¬ 
formation from Malaysia Airlines 
and not getting in touch with the 
military for help. 

New Malaysian Transport Min¬ 
ister Anthony Loke said Tuesday 
the government has formed a 
committee to investigate and take 
action on any misconduct based 
on the report’s findings. 

The report said there was in¬ 
sufficient information to deter¬ 
mine if the aircraft broke up in 
the air or during impact with the 
ocean. 

Scattered pieces of debris that 
washed ashore on African beach¬ 
es and Indian Ocean islands indi¬ 
cated a distant remote stretch of 
the ocean where the plane likely 
crashed. But a government search 
by Australia, Malaysia and China 
failed to pinpoint a location. A 
second, private search by U.S. 
company Ocean Infinity that fin¬ 
ished at the end of May also found 
no sign of a crash site. 

Grace Subathirai Nathan, 
whose mother was aboard the 
plane, said the outcome could 
have been different if Malaysia’s 
air traffic control didn’t commit 
“horrible mistakes.” 

She welcomed the “display of 
accountability” by Azharuddin, 
who headed operations at the time 
of the jet’s disappearance and gave 
daily media briefings, but said he 
has “taken the easy way out.” 

“He has not explained the fail¬ 
ings of the controllers, why it 
happened, what caused it? Was 
(it) incompetence? Was it ne¬ 
glect? What was it?” she wrote on 
Facebook. 

“I hope that immediate action 
is taken against all the people 
who made these mistakes as a 
lesson for these people who hold 
a huge responsibility to take their 
jobs more seriously so that we can 
avoid disasters like this from hap¬ 
pening again,” Nathan said. 



Azharuddin 



Government forces inspect the site of an explosion in Basilan province, southern Philippines, on Tuesday. 


Bomb kills at least 11 in Philippines 


Associated Press 

LAMITAN, Philippines — A bomb-laden van 
driven by a suspected Abu Sayyaf militant went off 
in a powerful blast Tuesday that killed 11 people, in¬ 
cluding a soldier, five militiamen and the driver in a 
brazen attack that reignited terrorism fears in the 
southern Philippines. 

Regional military spokesman Lt. Col. Gerry Be- 
sana said six army scout rangers and a militiaman 
were wounded in the explosion after dawn outside 
an army militia outpost that tore a crater on the road 
and damaged the outpost in Lamitan city in one of 
the worst terrorist attacks in the country this year. 

Militiamen, who have been alerted to possible 
bombings, stopped the van at a checkpoint in Colo- 
nia village, where the bomb went off, military offi¬ 
cials said. 

“If he triggered the bomb, he was probably wait¬ 
ing for a more opportune time to inflict harm on a 
bigger number of people,” Besana said by phone, re¬ 
ferring to the driver, who died in the blast. “That’s 
their death wish — the more, the merrier.” 

The Philippine government condemned the ter¬ 
rorist attack, calling it a “war crime.” 

Investigators have yet to determine if the bomb or 


bombs were being carried in the van or the vehicle 
had been turned into a car bomb, Besana said, adding 
it was also unclear if the explosive was remotely deto¬ 
nated or was set off by the driver in a suicide attack. 

Militiaman Gregorio Inso, who survived but lost 
his wife to the blast, said the van was flagged down 
for inspection by his colleagues outside the militia 
outpost. When the driver apparently wanted to re¬ 
start the engine, the militiamen looked inside and 
saw suspicious strands of wire inside the van and 
called a group of scout rangers. 

“When the rangers were approaching, the vehicle 
suddenly exploded,” Inso said. “When I looked again 
everyone was dead.” 

Military spokesman Col. Edgard Arevalo said the 
driver, who witnesses described as looking scared 
and who did not respond to questions at the check¬ 
point, could be an Abu Sayyaf militant under a ruth¬ 
less commander, Furuji Indama, who recently plotted 
bombings in predominantly Muslim Basilan. 

Government forces have also been put on alert in 
the south, scene of decadeslong Muslim separatist 
unrest, after President Rodrigo Duterte signed a 
new autonomy agreement last week with the biggest 
Muslim rebel group in the country. 
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WORLD _ 

Bodies of 70 killed in deadly 
Greek wildfire are identified 


Associated. Press 

ATHENS, Greece — The bod¬ 
ies of 70 people killed by Greece’s 
deadliest wildfire in decades 
have been identified, authorities 
said Tuesday, as forensic experts 
continue work to identify more re¬ 
mains recovered from the area. 

Separately, the coast guard 
said Tuesday it had recovered the 
body of a woman from the sea in 
the Saronic Gulf south of Athens, 
many miles away from the site 
of the blaze. The body had not 
been identified and it was unclear 
whether it was related to the July 
23 blaze that devastated the sea¬ 
side resort of Mati northeast of 
Athens. 

On Monday, coast guard spe¬ 
cial operations divers recovered 


By Christopher Torchia 

Associated Press 

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zim¬ 
babwe’s electoral commission 
said Tuesday there had been no 
vote-rigging in the first election 
without Robert Mugabe on the 
ballot, but the opposition alleged 
irregularities as an anxious na¬ 
tion awaited the first official 
results. 

Dozens of opposition supporters 
gathered at their headquarters in 
the capital, Harare, celebrating 
in the belief that they had won 
the presidential election based on 
results they said they collected 
from agents in the field. Police 
with water cannons circulated in 
the area. 

Zimbabweans hope the elec¬ 
tion will help to lift their coun¬ 
try out of economic and political 
stagnation. Millions peacefully 
cast their ballots on Monday in a 
process closely watched by inter¬ 
national monitors, who have yet 
to make formal announcements 


another body from the waters off 
the coast of the fire area, believed 
to be of someone who drowned in 
an effort to escape. Identification 
was also pending. 

During the blaze, hundreds of 
people fled to beaches, and many 
were forced to swim out to sea to 
escape the flames and choking 
smoke. A massive search opera¬ 
tion involving vessels and divers 
continues in the waters near the 
fire zone. 

At least 91 people are believed 
to have died in the blaze, but con¬ 
fusion surrounds the exact death 
toll. 

On Sunday, the fire department 
said 59 bodies had been identi¬ 
fied, while the identification pro¬ 
cedure was pending for another 


about whether the election was 
free and fair. 

The Zimbabwe Electoral Com¬ 
mission said the first results were 
expected Tuesday afternoon, 
with the final tally expected with¬ 
in five days. The turnout varied 
from 60 to 78 percent, with some 
areas still reporting. 

“The atmosphere has remained 
peaceful” and the commission 
had not received any major com¬ 
plaints about how the election 
was conducted, chief Priscilla 
Chigumba told reporters. 

She said she was confident 
there was no “cheating” and that 
the commission will respect the 
will of Zimbabweans. “We will 
not steal their choice of leaders; 
we will not subvert their will,” 
she said. 

Hours after Chigumba spoke, 
the main opposition party, the 
Movement for Democratic 
Change, said voting results were 
not posted outside 21 percent of 
the country’s nearly 11,000 poll¬ 
ing stations as the law requires, 


28. Four other people died of their 
injuries in hospitals. 

However, the department ex¬ 
plained on Tuesday that coroners 
found some bodies were so badly 
burned that some body bags con¬ 
tained the remains of more than 
one person. The intensity of the 
heat during the fire was such 
that it even melted metal, turning 
the hub caps of cars into molten 
rivulets. 

That has led the fire depart¬ 
ment to stop issuing information 
about the number of bodies be¬ 
lieved to have been recovered, 
changing instead to relating the 
number of identified victims. 

A list of people officially regis¬ 
tered as unaccounted for stood at 
14. 


raising concerns about possible 
vote-rigging. 

Opposition leader Nelson 
Chamisa, 40, a lawyer and pastor, 
has said he would lead peaceful 
protests if the vote is found to be 
flawed. 

The other main contender is 
President Emmerson Mnangag- 
wa, 75, a former deputy president 
and Mugabe confidante who has 
reinvented himself as a candidate 
for change. 

Both candidates issued upbeat 
assessments of how they did, 
though they said they were wait¬ 
ing for the electoral commission 
to make the final announcement 
as required by law. 

If no presidential candidate 
wins more than 50 percent of the 
vote, a runoff will be held Sept. 8. 

More than 5.5 million people 
were registered to vote in an elec¬ 
tion featuring a record number 
of more than 20 presidential can¬ 
didates and nearly 130 political 
parties vying for parliamentary 
seats. 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — The heat wave 
gripping large stretches of Eu¬ 
rope has already been blamed for 
deadly forest fires and crop fail¬ 
ures. Now freshwater fish could 
be its next victims. 

Some regions in Germany 
sweltered as the mercury hit 
102 Fahrenheit, and the Ger¬ 
man Meteorological Office said 
the country’s all-time record of 
104.5 Fahrenheit could be topped 
Tuesday. 

Rivers like the Rhine and the 
Elbe have soaked up so much 
heat that fish are beginning to 
suffocate. 

“I’m expecting a tragedy as 
soon as next week,” Philipp Sich- 
er from the Swiss Fishery Asso¬ 
ciation told German news agency 
dpa. 

In Hamburg, authorities col¬ 
lected almost 11,000 pounds of 
dead fish from ponds over the 
weekend, dpa reported. Firefight¬ 
ers have started pumping fresh 
water into some ponds and lakes 
in a bid to raise oxygen levels. 

Scientists say the record heat 
seen in Europe, North America 
and parts of Asia this year points 
to the influence of man-made cli¬ 
mate change and could become 
more common in future. 

Several of Germany’s nuclear 
power stations are reducing en¬ 
ergy output because rivers used 
to cool the power plants are too 
warm. 

The low water levels have also 
made shipping more difficult, 
with a complete ban imposed on 
boats on the Oder River in east¬ 
ern Germany. 

Meanwhile, the country’s 
Farmer’s Association is asking 
the government for $1.17 billion 
in financial aid to help cover loss¬ 
es from this year’s poor harvest. 

Association President Joachim 


Rukwied said German farmers 
expect the grain harvest to be 20 
percent smaller than last year, 
with rapeseed crops down 30 
percent, as it has barely rained 
during the past 12 weeks, dpa 
reported. 

A group representing potato 
farmers said they’re expecting 
harvests to be 25 percent smaller 
than last year and warned that 
the losses may lead not only to 
more expensive but also shorter 
French fries because the spuds 
are so small this year. 

The oceans, too, have been af¬ 
fected. Authorities in Poland last 
week banned swimming at more 
than 50 beaches along its Baltic 
coast after hot weather led to the 
growth of toxic bacteria in the un¬ 
usually warm sea. Water temper¬ 
atures in the Baltic Sea exceeded 
73.4 F in some places. 

Emergency water rescuers told 
vacationers on hot, sandy beaches 
— from Swinoujscie in the west to 
Gdynia in the east — not to enter 
the sea, where thick, green-brown 
cyanobacteria colonies have 
grown and pose a health threat. 

Police dogs in the Swiss city 
of Zurich have been getting spe¬ 
cial shoes to prevent them from 
burning their paws on the scorch¬ 
ing streets. Authorities have also 
canceled fireworks displays in 
some areas during Wednesday’s 
national holiday celebrations, cit¬ 
ing the risk of forest fires. 

Temperatures of up to 113 F 
are forecast on the Iberian pen¬ 
insula from Wednesday, and au¬ 
thorities are preparing for the 
mercury to climb even higher 
through Sunday, increasing the 
risk of emergencies. 

On the other side of the conti¬ 
nent, Banak peninsula in northern 
Norway reported temperatures 
Monday of 89.6 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit — highly unusual for the 
Arctic Circle. 



Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi/AP 

People look at election results placed outside a polling station in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Tuesday. 

Zimbabwe: Election clean; opposition skeptical 



Michael Probst/AP 


Two girls ride their scooters through the shimmering heat on the 
tarmac of a former military airport in Frankfurt, Germany, on Monday. 

Animals, crops 
hurt by Europe's 
harsh heat wave 
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The weight in pounds of marijuana New York State Police say they seized after pulling over a vehicle on a Hudson Val¬ 
ley road. Troopers said Sunday that they pulled over a rented pickup truck Friday in Montgomery and a strong odor of pot 
spurred a search. They said they found dozens of plastic bags filled with pot with a total value of more than $1 million. 
A 35-year-old man from Stamford, Conn., and a 69-year-old man from New Rochelle, N.Y., were arrested. 





Chris Pietsch, The (Eugene, Ore.) Register-Guard/AP 


Balloons on parade 


Amie Swallow joins a contingent of balloon costume-wearing friends rolling and walking on Broadway Avenue in Eugene, Ore., on Sunday for 


Woman aims to be 
'chief donut officer' 

WALLINGFORD 
I — There are a great 
many career paths to be chosen 
in 2018. But for one Connecticut 
woman, “chief donut officer” is 
the dream. 

Gina Nero, 37, of Wallingford, 
is one of the five finalists vying 
for the title in a contest by famed 
baker Entenmann’s. 

The 120-year-old company 
is selecting one person to re¬ 
ceive the honorary title, dough¬ 
nut company gear, $5,000 and a 
year’s supply of the company’s 
doughnuts. 

The public will have a chance 
to vote for their favorite candi¬ 
date on the Entenmann’s website 
until Aug 7. 

Lawn mower seen as 
cause of house fire 

l#T MORRISTOWN —Ver- 
W I mont State Police said 
a lawn mower appears to have 
caused a shed fire that spread to 
a propane tank and house. 

Police said a passer-by saw the 
house fire in Morristown on Sat¬ 
urday night and alerted the couple 
inside to get out. A firefighter was 
treated for minor injuries after 
falling down a set of stairs in the 
house while fighting the fire. 

Police said the homeowner had 
just finished cutting the lawn and 
had parked the mower inside the 
shed, which caught fire. The fire 
spread to a propane tank and then 
to the house. 

The home sustained serious 
damage to the back side. 

State apologizes over 
closed lemonade stand 

|yW BALLSTON SPA — 
IY I New York’s state De¬ 
partment of Health has apologized 
to a 7-year-old while investigating 
why a woman who appeared to be 
one of its inspectors shut down 
his lemonade stand. 

Brendan Mulvaney told the 
Times Union that he was “really 
mad” on Friday when a woman 
wearing a green health depart¬ 
ment shirt told his parents he 
couldn’t sell 75-cent lemonade 
without a permit. 

Spokeswoman Jill Montag said 
the department does not inspect 
children’s lemonade stands. 

Firefighters put out 
flames at other station 

|y p OMAHA — Firefight- 
irl m ers from a northwest 
Omaha station put out a fire that 
erupted at another Omaha fire 
station. 

A battalion chief caught a whiff 
of smoke at the station a little 
after 10 a.m. Sunday and found 
the station kitchen ablaze. He 
called for help because most of 
the firefighters assigned there 
were out on a call. 

Fire crews from a station less 
than 5 miles away responded. It 
took about 15 minutes to put out 
the fire in the kitchen and living 
areas. No injuries were reported. 

Most of the station’s firefight¬ 
ers and equipment were moved 
temporarily to another station. 


the second annual EUG Parade. 

Man makes beer run 
with alligator in hand 

P| JACKSONVILLE — A 
P L man made a beer run 
into a Florida convenience store 
carrying a live alligator with its 
mouth taped shut. 

Video posted by television sta¬ 
tion WTLV shows the unidentified 
man walking into the Jacksonville 
store holding the alligator with 
his right hand. 

He sees someone in the back of 
the store and says, “Is he taking 
the last bit of beer? You aren’t tak¬ 
ing the last bit of beer, are you?” 

The man with the gator joking¬ 
ly runs at the other man as people 
in the store laugh. He then grabs 
a 12-pack of beer. 

The television station said 
Florida wildlife investigators are 
looking into the incident. 

3 men jump off bridge; 

1 dies from injuries 

P* PITTSBURGH — 
■ Three men jumped off 

a truss bridge spanning a river in 
Pittsburgh over the weekend, and 
one died. 

Police said the men weren’t 
trying to take their own lives but 


didn’t elaborate on why the trio 
jumped off the Hot Metal Bridge 
on Sunday night. 

First responders found the 
men in the Monongahela River 
about 8:40 p.m. One of them had 
injuries and was having difficulty 
swimming. 

Police said that 25-year-old 
man died later at a hospital. 

The other men were uninjured. 
No charges have been filed. 

Stolen Mighty Mouse 
sculpture returned 

|f ^ WICHITA — A Wichi- 
■ %'w ta artist said he’s elated 
that a sculpture of Mighty Mouse 
that was stolen from his home has 
been returned. 

Christopher Gulick said the 
200-pound wooden sculpture 
was taken from his front porch 
July 25. Another artist gave him 
the sculpture more than 20 years 
ago. 

KSNW-TV reported a Wichita 
resident called police after dis¬ 
covering the mouse in his yard 
Sunday. 

Gulick said he’s glad to have 
Mighty Mouse back but he will 
have to do some work to repair 
parts that were damaged 


Valuable painting 
returns to town 

||i| Mk NORTH ATTLEBOR- 
IYIM OUGH — A valuable 
painting that hung unnoticed in a 
Massachusetts school for decades 
is coming back to town after 11 
years in storage and following a 
fight over whether to sell it. 

The Sun Chronicle reported the 
piece by Russian artist Alexandre 
Iacovleff, titled “Afghans,” would 
be returned to North Attleborough 
on Tuesday and will be displayed 
in the police station’s lobby. 

The painting was donated to 
the town in 1951 and hung in a 
school until 2007, when a resident 
brought its value to the attention 
of officials. The town wanted to 
sell it and to use the money to 
fund art education. It could have 
fetched as much as $2 million. 

A relative of the donors 
objected. 

Vandals damage 114 
cemetery gravestones 

im# | MERRILL — Police in 
W* I north-central Wiscon¬ 
sin are looking for the vandals 
who damaged more than 100 
gravestones at a cemetery last 


weekend. 

Police in Merrill believe the 
damage happened Friday night. 
The damage was discovered 
Saturday morning. Police said 
Sunday they had no suspects or 
leads. 

The Wausau Daily Herald re¬ 
ports 114 gravestones were dam¬ 
aged at Merrill Memorial Park 
Cemetery. 

New Orleans band's 
equipment is stolen 

| Jt NEW ORLEANS — A 
local New Orleans funk 
band said its equipment was sto¬ 
len near a popular bar in the city’s 
Uptown area. 

News outlets reported the New 
Orleans Suspects said in a Face- 
book post last month that their 
equipment was taken from their 
van while it was parked around 
the corner from the Maple Leaf 
Bar. 

The band set up a GoFundMe 
page to raise money to replace 
the gear. The group listed some of 
the items it lost on the fundrais¬ 
ing site including keyboards, gui¬ 
tar amps and a custom drum kit. 

The Suspects began playing to¬ 
gether in 2009. 

From wire reports 
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As ‘Guardians’ cast calls for James Gunn’s return, Pratt praises him 


By Libby Hill 

Los Angeles Times 

The Guardians of the Galaxy have found 
a new mission, and it has nothing to do with 
Thanos. 

On Monday, assorted cast members 
turned to social media to share an open 
letter calling for the reinstatement of the 
franchise’s director, James Gunn, who was 
fired by Walt Disney Co. on July 20. 

“Although I don’t support James Gunn’s 
inappropriate jokes from years ago, he is a 


good man,” “Guardians” star Chris Pratt 
wrote on Instagram, his first official com¬ 
ment on Disney’s decision. 

“I’d personally love to see him reinstated 
as director of “Volume 3.” If you please, 
read the following statement — signed by 
our entire cast,” he continued. 

Pratt’s language can be seen echoed in 
postings by fellow cast mates, suggesting a 
standardized comment aimed at distancing 
themselves from Gunn’s previous actions. 

Gunn was fired after some years-old 
tweets resurfaced featuring the director 


joking about topics including rape, pedo¬ 
philia, 9/11 and the Holocaust. 

During the fallout, Gunn apologized for 
being a different person in the past. 

The open letter from the cast admon¬ 
ishes the lack of due process in the court 
of public opinion, in addition to repeat¬ 
ing the actors’ love and support for their 
director. 

“We fully support James Gunn. We were 
all shocked by his abrupt firing last week 
and have intentionally waited these ten 
days to respond in order to think, pray, lis¬ 


ten and discuss,” the letter opens. 

“In that time, we’ve been encouraged by 
the outpouring of support from fans and 
members of the media who wish to see 
James reinstated as director of “Volume 3” 
as well as discouraged by those so easily 
duped into believing the many outlandish 
conspiracy theories surrounding him.” 

It adds, “We hope Americans from 
across the political spectrum can ease up 
on the character assassinations and stop 
weaponizing mob mentality.” 



Stars share screen, this time playing romantic partners 


By Lynn Elber 

Associated Press 

J ulia Roberts and Dermot 
Mulroney are reunited on 
screen and, to hear them 
banter, it feels so good. 

The actors, who starred on the 
big screen in “My Best Friend’s 
Wedding” and “August: Osage 
County,” play romantic partners 
in the upcoming Amazon drama 
“Homecoming.” 

Roberts had to correct “Home¬ 
coming” producer Eli Horowitz’s 
reference to this being her second 
go-around with Mulroney as her 
boyfriend. 

“We were best friends,” Roberts 


said of 1997’s “My Best Friend’s 
Wedding,” stressing “best friends” 
and drawing laughs from a meet¬ 
ing of TV critics. Mulroney played 
her sister’s fiance in 2013’s “Au¬ 
gust: Osage County,” and finally, 
Roberts said, “my boyfriend.” 

“It only took 30 years,” she said. 
The actress flashed her trademark 
broad grin. 

Mulroney lavished praise on 
Roberts, whom he called an “in¬ 
credible actress” and close pal in 
real life. 

“It’s always been such a privi¬ 
lege to work with Julia,” he said. 

“Did everybody get that?” Rob¬ 
erts teasingly asked. 

“Did you get all that about how 


grateful I am to have a buddy like 
Jules?” Mulroney said, smiling. 

Their latest project, debuting 
Nov. 2 on Amazon’s streaming ser¬ 
vice, is based on the podcast of the 
same name. 

The cast also includes Bobby 
Cannavale and Stephan James. 

Roberts, among the A-list movie 
stars finding satisfaction in the ex¬ 
panding world of so-called peak 
TV, said there’s no longer a dis¬ 
tinction between the best of the big 
and small screens. 

“I didn’t really think about it 
(“Homecoming”) as small screen,” 
she said. Besides, she joked, “my 
television is very big.” 


Film inclusion report says 
rhetoric doesn’t equal results 

Despite enthusiastic discourse around diver¬ 
sity in film, a report from the University of South¬ 
ern California’s Annenberg Inclusion Initiative 
released Tuesday says when it comes to the num¬ 
bers, little has changed. The most popular movies 
are still largely the domain of white, straight, able- 
bodied men, in front of the camera and behind. 

The percentage of female characters with 
speaking parts in the top 100 films has remained 
largely unchanged at or around 30 percent over 
the past decade, according to the report released 
Tuesday. And in the survey of the top 100 films 
of 2017, only 33 featured women in a lead or co¬ 
lead. Four of those were from an underrepre¬ 
sented group, and five were over the age of 45. 

Women of color are still among the most mar¬ 
ginalized, which the report calls an epidemic of 
invisibility. In 2017, 64 of the top 100 films did 
not include a single Latina character, 65 were 
missing Asian females, and 43 were devoid of 
any black female characters. 78 films were with¬ 
out a female character with a disability and 94 
absent of an LGBT female. 

The Annenberg Inclusion Initiative has been 
tracking and examining the top 100 films every 
year since 2007. 

Acts break country chart record 

It was just meant to be: Pop singer Bebe Rexha 
and country duo Florida Georgia Line’s massive 
crossover hit “Meant to Be” has broken a new 
record on Billboard’s Hot country songs chart, 
remaining in the No. 1 spot for 35 weeks. 

Billboard reports the song, which was dually 
promoted to country and pop radio, passed Sam 
Hunt’s previous powerhouse “Body Like a Back 
Road,” which held the record for 34 weeks in 
2017. The chart encompasses streaming, sales 
and airplay. Written by Rexha, FGL’s Tyler Hub¬ 
bard, Josh Miller and David Garcia, “Meant to 
Be” has peaked at No. 2 on Billboard’s Hot 100 
chart. 

The song has been No. 1 on the country charts 
since it debuted at the top spot in December. 

“Meant to Be” has also made history for Rexha. 
She surpassed Taylor Swift for the longest lead¬ 
ing No. 1 on the country charts for a song sung 
by a lead female. 

Other news 


Julia Roberts, from left, Stephan James, Bobby Cannavale and Dermot Mulroney participate in the 
“Homecoming” panel during the TCA Summer Press Tour last week. Richard Shotwell, Invision/ap 


Alex Trebek can see life without ‘Jeopardy’ 


Speaking Monday on Fox News’ 
“OB JECTified,” Alex Trebek, 78, said the 
odds are 50/50, “and a little less,” he won’t 
return to the game show he’s hosted since 
1984 when his contract expires in 2020. 

He noted he’ll be 80 and will have host¬ 
ed the show for 36 years. Trebek says he’ll 
continue if he’s still enjoying it and “not 
making too many mistakes.” But he also 
wants to make an “intelligent decision” 
when it’s time to hang it up. 

Trebek says he suggested to the produc¬ 
er to consider Alex Faust, who does play- 


by-play for the Los Angeles Kings hockey 
team, as a replacement. He also suggested 
attorney and commentator Laura Coates. 

“Jeopardy” went on hiatus after Trebek 
underwent brain surgery late last year. 
From The Associated Press 


Alex Trebek says when the time 
comes, Alex Faust or Laura Coates 
could take over for him as the host of 
“Jeopardy.” 

AP 



■ Alan Alda says he has Parkinson’s disease. 
Appearing Tuesday on “CBS This Morning,” the 
former “M*A*S*H” star said he was diagnosed 
with the neurodegenerative disorder 3 A years 
ago. The 82-year-old says he’s not angry and con¬ 
siders it a challenge. 

■ Demi Lovato remains in the hospital near¬ 
ly a week after she reportedly suffered a drug 
overdose. The “Confident” singer is dealing with 
“complications” such as a high fever and nausea 
six days after she was taken to the Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles, TMZ reported, 
citing a source. 

■ Lindsay Lohan’s reality-TV series is a go. 
MTV on Monday confirmed the actress-entre¬ 
preneur’s statements that the cable network 
was planning a behind-the-scenes reality show 
about her newly opened beach club. The series, 
under the working title “Lohan Beach Club,” has 
begun shooting and is scheduled to premiere 
next year. 

From wire reports 
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Fed set to leave rates alone amid trade war 


I think trade and the trade war will be 
at the top of the Fed’s agenda when they 
meet. It is the No. 1 threat they see right 
now. f 

Mark Zandi 

chief economist at Moody’s Analytics 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Fed¬ 
eral Reserve will meet this week 
to assess an economy that has 
just enjoyed a healthy spurt of 
growth but faces a flurry of trade 
fights pushed by President Don¬ 
ald Trump that could imperil that 
growth over time. 

If those concerns weren’t 
enough, Trump has openly ex¬ 
pressed his displeasure at the 
Fed’s interest rate increases 
— something no president has 
done publicly in more than two 
decades. 

No one expects the Fed to an¬ 
nounce a rate increase when 
its latest policy meeting ends 
Wednesday. But the central bank 
is widely expected to set the stage 
for tightening credit again in Sep¬ 
tember for a third time this year 
and then likely raise rates once 
again by December. 

This year’s rate increases fol¬ 
low three increases in 2017 and 
one each in 2015 and 2016. 

The central bank’s rate increas¬ 
es — to a still-low level — reflect 
the economy’s resilience and are 
intended to prevent growth from 
overheating or inflation from ac¬ 
celerating too high. 

But higher rates make borrow¬ 
ing costlier for consumers and 
businesses and can weigh down 
stock prices. Trump has made 
clear he has little patience for the 
Fed’s efforts to restrain the econ¬ 
omy to control inflation. 

“Tightening now hurts all that 
we have done,” Trump tweeted 
last month, a day after he said in 
a television interview that he was 
“not happy” with the Fed’s rate 
increases. 

Some of Trump’s economic 
advisers, notably Treasury Sec¬ 
retary Steven Mnuchin, have 
tried to strike a reassuring note 


that the White House doesn’t 
want to interfere with the Fed’s 
policymaking. 

“We as an administration abso¬ 
lutely support the independence 
of the Fed, and the president has 
made it clear that this is the Fed’s 
decision,” Mnuchin said on “Fox 
News Sunday.” 

“The market expects interest 
rates to keep going up. So, the 
only question is how far and for 
how long? And we think the Fed 
will be very careful in managing 
the economy.” 

The administration’s message 
is that although borrowing rates 
remain historically low, tighter 
credit could eventually imperil an 
economy that grew at a brisk 4.1 
percent annual rate in the April- 
June quarter, the government es¬ 
timated Friday. Unemployment is 
at 4 percent. 

But there is worry, too, reflect¬ 
ed in periodic sinking spells in fi¬ 
nancial markets, often involving 
developments in the Trump-led 
trade war, which has resulted in 
punitive tariffs on billions of dol¬ 
lars of U.S. and foreign goods. To 
help ease that pain and help shore 
up Trump’s political support in 
farm states, the Trump adminis¬ 
tration has rolled out a $12 billion 
aid package for farmers who have 
lost markets for their soybeans in 
China and elsewhere. 

A battle between the United 
States and China — the world’s 


two biggest economies — could 
escalate and harm growth pros¬ 
pects in the United States as well 
as globally. 

“I think trade and the trade 
war will be at the top of the Fed’s 
agenda when they meet,” said 
Mark Zandi, chief economist at 
Moody’s Analytics. “It is the No. 
1 threat they see right now.” 

A trade battle with escalating 
tariffs raises the risk of slowing 
growth. 

The Fed would normally re¬ 
spond by delaying any planned 
rate increases or, if the harm to 
the economy were seen as severe 
enough, actually cutting rates. 
But higher tariffs are also likely 
to put upward pressure on infla¬ 
tion — a prospect the Fed would 
normally address by raising 
rates. 

Still, if the threat to the econ¬ 
omy grows serious enough, the 
Fed could slow or even suspend 
its rate increases. 

“In the situation of a full-blown 
trade war, the Fed would delay 
hiking interest rates,” predicted 
Sung Won Sohn, chief economist 
at SS Economics, a consulting 
firm. “If the higher tariffs slow 
economic growth and reduce em¬ 
ployment and at the same time 
boost inflation, that would be 
the worst situation the Fed could 
face.” 

For now, economists see signs 
of hope, including an agreement 


between the Trump administra¬ 
tion and the head of the European 
Commission to try to work out 
their trade conflict. 

Delivering the Fed’s semi¬ 
annual report to Congress last 
month, Chairman Jerome Pow¬ 
ell refrained from criticizing the 
Trump administration’s effort to 
use the threat of tariffs to try to 
lower trade barriers. But Powell 
noted that the Fed was hearing a 
“rising chorus of concern” from 
business contacts about the harm 


Zandi said he thinks the Fed 
will indeed end up raising rates 
four times this year and four 
more times in 2019 to try to en¬ 
sure that low unemployment and 
an economy fueled by tax cuts 
and higher government spending 
don’t ignite inflation. 

“I think the Fed will ignore the 
president,” Zandi said. “If they 
do anything with regard to his 
comments, they will tend to be 
more aggressive in hiking rates 
to make sure financial markets 


a trade war could cause. 

Powell hasn’t publicly ad¬ 
dressed Trump’s criticism of Fed 
rate increases. But the chairman 
had previously said in a radio in¬ 
terview that the central bank has 
long operated independently in 
making interest rate decisions 
based on what was best for the 
economy and not in response to 
political pressure. 

“For now, Powell has the allies 
he needs within the Fed to main¬ 
tain independence,” said Diane 
Swonk, chief economist at Grant 
Thornton in Chicago. 

The CME Group, which tracks 
futures trading based on expec¬ 
tations for Fed rate increases, 
foresees virtually no chance of 
an increase Wednesday but near¬ 
certainty of one in September and 
a high likelihood of an additional 
rate increase by December. 


MARKET WATCH 


July 30, 2018 


Dow Jones 
industrials 



25,306.83 


Nasdaq -107.42 

composite 7,630.00 


Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


Russell 

2000 


don’t start to question the Fed’s 
independence.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 1).$1.2042 

Dollar buys (Aug. 1).€0.8304 

British pound (Aug. 1).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Aug. 1).108.00 

South Korean won (Aug. 1).1,090.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3780 

Britain (Pound).1.3129 

Canada (Dollar).1.3042 

China (Yuan).6.8192 

Denmark (Krone).6.3644 

Egypt (Pound).17.8310 

Euro .1.1705/0.8543 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8484 

Hungary (Forint).274.27 

Israel (Shekel) .3.6747 

Japan (Yen).111.91 

Kuwait(Dinar).0.3028 

Norway (Krone).8.1513 

Philippines (Peso).53.08 

Poland (Zloty).3.66 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7509 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3617 

South Korea (Won).1,116.42 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9897 

Thailand (Baht).33.22 

Turkey (Lira).4.9041 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.91 

3-month bill.1.98 

30-year bond.3.11 
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By Douglas Macgregor 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

I t’s official. The White House ap¬ 
proved the appointment of a new four- 
star general to lead Army Futures 
Command. This act raises the total 
number of four-star generals and admirals 
on active duty in the U.S. military to 35 
— an all-time high for an active-duty force 
of just more than a million soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines. 

It was not always so. There was a time 
when fewer four-stars meant more fight¬ 
ing power. 

From March 1942 to April 1945 when 
Gen. George C. Marshall was responsible 
for 8.3 million soldiers and airmen serv¬ 
ing in nine theaters of war, Marshall man¬ 
aged to do his job with the assistance of 
only three other four-star generals: Doug¬ 
las MacArthur, Henry “Hap” Arnold and 
Dwight Eisenhower. Some readers may 
wonder how 8.2 million soldiers and air¬ 
men could fight and win the largest and 
most destructive war in human history 
under the command and control of only 
four four-star generals. 

One reason was Marshall’s grasp of 
Winston Churchill’s maxim that, “Failure 
in war is most often the absence of one di¬ 
recting mind and commanding will.” Mar¬ 
shall knew from experience with failed 
attempts to reform the U.S. Army during 
the interwar period that more four-stars 
promised exhausting debates about des¬ 
perately needed changes in the Army’s 
organization; the implementation of new 
warfighting methods and reductions in the 
Army’s command echelons. For anything 
to change and change quickly, Marshall 
had to take control. 


By Steve Galing 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

E ffective Jan. 1, the uniformed 
services have a new retirement 
system, the Blended Retirement 
System. BRS is significantly dif¬ 
ferent than previous retirement systems, 
as it is a combination of a defined-ben- 
efit plan and a defined-contribution plan. 
Prior to this year, the uniformed services 
had exclusively used defined-benefit sys¬ 
tems (i.e., the member does not contrib¬ 
ute cash to his or her retirement). Under 
BRS, a member’s annuity will be based on 
a combination of the government’s defined 
benefit (the formula: 2 percent times years 
of service times the average of the highest 
36 months basic pay) and the amount of 
funds accumulated in the member’s Thrift 
Savings Plan account. The TSP portion 
of the annuity will vary depending on the 
amount the member invested and the per¬ 
formance of the underlying investments. 
Who is eligible to opt in to BRS? 
Active-duty members with fewer than 
12 years of service as of Dec. 31, 2017, can 
either remain in the current defined-ben¬ 
efit system (the formula: 2.5 percent times 
years of service times the average of the 
highest 36 months basic pay, referred to as 
High-3) or opt in to BRS. For reservists, 
members with fewer than 4,320 retirement 
points as of Dec. 31, 2017, can remain in 
the current system or opt in to BRS. Years 
of service for reservists are determined by 
dividing the amount of accumulated retire¬ 
ment points by 360. 

Should I remain in the current system 
or should I opt in to BRS? 

Both retirement systems are excellent, 
and will provide a solid lifelong financial 
foundation for you and your family. To as¬ 
sist you, the undersecretary of defense 
for personnel and readiness, led by Of¬ 


When Marshall received the executive 
order from President Franklin D. Roos¬ 
evelt in February 1942 authorizing him to 
reorganize the War Department, Marshall 
acted swiftly to make the Army staff in the 
Pentagon more manageable and respon¬ 
sive. Marshall said the staff of 700 officers 
had become “a huge, bureaucratic, red 
tape-ridden, operating agency. It slowed 
down everything.” Marshall removed 600 
officers, reducing the staff to 122. 

During the war, Marshall demanded 
selfless service from his generals and pe¬ 
nalized those who put their personal am¬ 
bitions ahead of the nation’s needs. When 
World War II ended, Marshall promoted 
younger men and retired older men despite 
their wartime service and experience. 

Marshall always spoke frankly to Roos¬ 
evelt, who usually deferred to Marshall’s 
judgment on military matters. Though 
they did occasionally disagree, very few 
people knew it. 

Things have changed. Since 2001, a 
host of four-stars supported by enormous 
staffs of officers and contractors have set 
the strategic agendas for three presiden¬ 
tial administrations. In the end, all of the 
“celebrity” four-stars in Iraq and Afghani¬ 
stan argued for the same solution: billions 
of dollars and more troops. They received 
both and failed to deliver any strategic 
benefit to the American people. 

The Defense Department needs a new 
business model. If famed management 
consultant Peter Drucker were here to 
counsel the president, he would say, “Too 
many four-stars means too many meet¬ 
ings, too many competing agendas and too 
little accountability for a force with too few 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines that 


fice of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Military Personnel Policy), in 
partnership with the uniformed services, 
has developed and fielded myriad educa¬ 
tional programs. A good starting point is 
the Blended Retirement Resource Cen¬ 
ter (https://militarypay.defense.gov/). Of 
particular note are the extensive training 
courses that have been fielded the past two 
years. Working with Joint Knowledge On¬ 
line, there are numerous courses members 
can take at their own pace. For example, 
in June 2016, the leadership course was re¬ 
leased, providing essential information to 
leaders at all levels of command about the 
basics of BRS. In January 2017, an in-depth 
course was fielded with explanations on 
High-3 and BRS options, including several 
examples of personnel at various stages in 
their careers. In 2017, the Mandatory Opt- 
In course was fielded, ensuring members 
had the requisite knowledge to decide if 
BRS was right for them. 

The website also has a “5-Step BRS 
Checklist to Success.” Item 3 encourages 
members to use the online calculator, field¬ 
ed in June 2017. The calculator (https:// 
militarypay.defense.gov/Calculators/ 
BRS/) enables members to compare their 
projected retirement annuities under each 
retirement system. Members should first 
take the Mandatory Opt-In Course and 
familiarize themselves with the assump¬ 
tions (click on the link near the bottom of 
the first page, https://jokdirect.jten.mil). 
The calculator enables users to run many 
scenarios, changing variables such as the 
TSP contribution percentage, TSP return 
rate, life expectancy, TSP withdrawal age 
and promotion dates. Each scenario proj¬ 
ects the future and present value of each 
retirement system. 

The fourth item in the checklist encour¬ 
ages members to seek financial counseling 
before making your decision. The Defense 


can actually fight.” It’s time for President 
Donald Trump to consider his options, be¬ 
cause he really has only three courses of 
action: 

1) Do nothing. Like Presidents George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama, let the 35 
four-stars and the service bureaucracies 
set the strategic agenda. 

2) Convene a commission of the usual 
“inside the Beltway” suspects — Beltway 
consultants, Ivy League academics, re¬ 
tired four-stars, ex-senators and former 
service secretaries — to study the problem 
and submit a lengthy report in two years. 

3) Select a new secretary of defense; a 
strong, decisive leader, a leader who (like 
Marshall) will compel unity of effort by re¬ 
ducing the unneeded four-star overhead; a 
secretary without personal attachment to 
the services who understands that Ameri¬ 
can forces organized for the past will be 
defeated in the future. 

To be fair, Marshall had some advantag¬ 
es over today’s four-stars. Marshall never 
pretended to be a “warrior-scholar.” Mar¬ 
shall did not contend with an industry of 
pseudo experts and pundits from Washing¬ 
ton think tanks, eager to write articles for 
publication on his behalf. His greatest ad¬ 
vantage may well have been his ignorance 
of the science of PowerPoint briefings. 

Today, there is no one like Marshall in 
the senior ranks. As a result, the sooner 
Trump heeds the advice of Drucker and 
changes the four-star business model with 
a new secretary of defense, the sooner he 
— not the 35 four-stars — will set the stra¬ 
tegic agenda. 

Douglas Macgregor is a retired U.S. Army colonel, 
a combat veteran, and the author of five books, 
including “Margin of Victory.” 


Department and the uniformed services 
have counselors available to assist you 
in understanding the financial implica¬ 
tions of your decision. They can also assist 
members in developing a financial plan to 
account for expenses, minimize bad debt 
and develop a systematic savings and in¬ 
vestment program. Members can also seek 
advice from sources outside the DOD, like 
your current financial adviser or another 
financial organization that works with the 
military community. 

The final decision. 

Under certain scenarios, the BRS is bet¬ 
ter financially than High-3. Under other 
scenarios, the High-3 annuity exceeds 
BRS. Should I opt in? While every member 
is different, probably the most important 
variable is whether you intend to serve 20 
or more years in the active or reserve com¬ 
ponent. If you plan on leaving before 20 
years, you should strongly consider opting 
in. If you opt in, you will receive govern¬ 
ment TSP matching. (A 1 percent govern¬ 
ment contribution is automatic, and you 
can receive up to an additional 4 percent 
if you contribute at least 5 percent of your 
basic pay into TSP.) This option allows you 
to keep some government funds for your 
civilian retirement one day. 

However, if you plan on serving 20 or 
more years, you should carefully con¬ 
sider remaining in the High-3 system, as 
the BRS annuity is 20 percent lower than 
High-3. If you choose to remain in the 
High-3, you can still invest in TSP without 
any matching benefit, but after 20 years 
you will have both a higher annuity plus 
your TSP contributions when you retire. 

Steve Galing is a relationship manager for 
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC. The 
views expressed are his own. Information 
provided by AAFMAA Wealth Management & 

Trust LLC is not intended to be tax or legal advice. 
Nothing contained in this communication should 
be interpreted as such. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Golf 

1 

Deals 


NFL preseason 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Atlanta United FC 14 
New York City FC 13 
New York 13 

Columbus 10 
Montreal 9 1 

New England 7 


New England 
Philadelphia 
Chicago 
Orlando City 
Toronto FC 
D.C. United 


6 12 
7 14 
6 11 


47 48 26 
43 43 27 
41 42 22 
36 30 29 
28 29 39 
28 33 32 
27 29 34 
23 34 46 
22 32 51 
22 35 39 
17 29 35 


FC Dallas 12 3 6 42 35 25 

Los Angeles FC 10 5 6 36 44 35 

LA Galaxy 10 7 5 35 43 36 

Portland 9 3 7 34 30 25 

Sporting KC 9 6 6 33 39 30 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 4 31 31 39 

Vancouver 8 9 5 29 34 44 

Minnesota United 9 12 1 28 35 44 

Houston 7 8 6 27 39 32 

Seattle 7 9 5 26 22 24 

Colorado 4 12 5 17 25 36 

San Jose 2 12 7 13 29 40 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, July 25 
New York 1, D.C. United 0 
Philadelphia 3, Houston 1 
Seattle 1, San Jose 0 

Thursday, July 26 
New York City FC 2, Orlando City 0 
LA Galaxy 2, Los Angeles FC 2, tie 
Saturday, July 28 
Atlanta United FC 2, Montreal 1 
Columbus 3, New York 2 
Toronto FC 3, Chicago 0 
D.C. United 2, Colorado 1 
FC Dallas 3, Sporting Kansas City 2 
Vancouver 4, Minnesota United 2 
Real Salt Lake 0, San Jose 0, tie 
Portland 2, Houston 1 

Sunday, July 29 
Seattle 3, New York City FC 1 
LA Galaxy 4, Orlando City 3 
Saturday’s games 
Toronto FC at Atlanta United FC 
D.C. United at Montreal 
New England at Orlando City 
San Jose at FC Dallas 
Seattle at Minnesota United 
Vancouver at New York City FC 
LA Galaxy at Colorado 
Sporting Kansas City at Houston 
Chicago at Real Salt Lake 
Philadelphia at Portland 
Sunday’s game 
Los Angeles FC at New York 


NWSL 


North Carolina 

Seattle 

Portland 

Orlando 

Chicago 

Utah 

Houston 

Washington 

Sky Blue FC 


T Pts GF GA 

4 46 41 14 

30 20 15 
29 29 22 
29 27 26 
28 26 22 


5 6 7 22 


5 7 5 


18 


20 21 
10 11 24 
- 12 32 


Note: Three points for victory, ( 
point for tie. 

Saturday, July 28 
Sky Blue FC at Chicago, ppd. 

Sunday’s games 
Portland at North Carolina 
Sky Blue FC at Orlando 
Utah at Houston 
Washington at Seattle 

Wednesday, Aug. 8 

--- , , tah 


Washington at Utah 
Friday, 
North Carolina al 


hicago 


AP sportlight 


1936 — The Olympic Games open in 
Berlin. The opening ceremonies are pre¬ 
sided over by Adolf Hitler. 

1945 - New York’s Mel Ott hits his 
500th home run in a 9-2 victory over the 
Boston Braves at the Polo Grounds. Only 
Babe Ruth with 714 and Jimmie Foxx with 
527 have more. 

1987 — Mike Tyson unifies the heavy¬ 
weight division with a 12-round unani¬ 
mous decision over IBF champion Tony 
Tucker in Las Vegas. 

1990 — Arkansas jumps to the South¬ 
eastern Conference, severing its 76-year 
tie to the troubled Southwest Confer- 

1994 — Baltimore’s Cal Ripken be¬ 
comes the second major leaguer to play 
2,000 straight games as the Orioles beat 
Minnesota 1-0. 

1996 — Michael Johnson wins Olympic 
gold in the 200 meters in a record 19.32 
seconds, becoming the first male Olym¬ 
pian to win the 200 and 400 in a single 
games. Dan O’Brien wins gold in the de¬ 
cathlon, four years after failing to make 
the U.S. Olympic team. 


Buffalo 

Miami 

New England 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Denver 
Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 


Dallas 
N.Y. Giants 
Philadelphia 
Washington 

Atlanta 
Carolina 
New Orleans 
Tampa Bay 


Green Bay 
Minnesota 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet P 

10 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
South 
l 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
North 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
West 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
10 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
South 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
North 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 


Silicon Valley Classic 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Monday 

At SJSU Tennis Center 
San Jose, Calif. 

Purse: $799,000 (Premier) 
Surface^Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Christina 
McHale, United States, 6-2, 6-2. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Veroni¬ 
ca Cepede Royg, Paraguay, 6-4, 6-4. 

Ajla Tomljanovic, Australia, def. Geor¬ 
gina Garcia Perez, Spain, 6-4, 6-1. 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Danielle Lao, United States, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Kat- 
eryna Bondarenko, Ukraine, 6-3, 6-7 (7), 
7-5. 

Ashley Kratzer, United States, def. Ali¬ 
son Riske, United States, 6-4,4-6, 7-5. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Johanna Konta, Britain, and Zhang Sh- 
uai, China, def. Jacqueline Cako, United 
States, and Nicola Geuer, Germany, 6-3, 
6-2. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, and 
Heather Watson (2), Britain, def. Ta¬ 
mara Culibrk, United States, and Sybille 
Gauvain, France, 6-3,6-3. 


World rankings 


Citi Open 


Arizona 0 0 0 .000 0 0 

L.A. Rams 0 0 0 .000 0 0 

San Francisco 0 0 0 .000 0 0 

Seattle 0 0 0 .000 0 0 

Thursday’s game 

Chicago vs. Baltimore at Canton, Ohio 
Thursday, Aug. 9 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
New Orleans at Jacksonville 
Cleveland at N.Y. Giants 
Chicago at Cincinnati 
Carolina at Buffalo 
Tampa Bay at Miami 
L.A. Rams at Baltimore 
Washington at New England 
Tennessee at Green Bay 
Houston at Kansas City 
Indianapolis at Seattle 
Dallas at San Francisco 
Friday, Aug. 10 
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets 
Detroit at Oakland 

Saturday, Aug. 11 
Minnesota at Denver 
L.A. Chargers at Arizona 

NFL calendar 

Aug. 2 — Hall of Fame game, Chicago 
vs. Baltimore at Canton, Ohio. 

Aug. 4 — Hall of Fame induction cer¬ 
emony, Canton, Ohio. 

Aug. 9-13 — First weekend of pre¬ 
season. 

Sept. 1 — Final cutdown to 53-man 

Sept. 6 — Regular season opens: At¬ 
lanta at Philadelphia. 

Sept. 9-10 — First weekend of regular 

Oct. 16-17 — Fall owners meeting, New 
York. 

Oct. 30 — Trading deadline. 

Dec. 12 — Winter owners meeting, Ir¬ 
ving, Texas 

Dec. 30 — Regular season ends. 

Jan. 5-6 — Wild-card playoff round. 
Jan. 12-13 — Divisional playoff round 
Jan. 20 — NFC and AFC championship 

Jan. 27 — Pro Bowl, Orlando, Florida. 
Feb. 3 — Super Bowl, Atlanta. 

Feb. 26-March 4 - NFL combine, India¬ 
napolis. 

March 13 — League year and free 
agency begin. 

March 24-27 — Annual owners meet¬ 
ing, Phoenix. 

April 25-27 - NFL Draft, Nashville. 


Fight schedule 

Aug. 3 

At Sydney, Australia, Billy Dib vs. Tevin 
Farmer, 12, for the vacant IBF junior light¬ 
weight title. 

At Albuquerque, N.M., Antonio Orozco 
vs. Pablo Cesar Cano, 10, junior welter¬ 
weights. 

Aug. 4 

At Hard Rock Hotel, Atlantic City, N.J., 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Eleider Alvarez, 12, 
for Kovalev’s WBO light heavyweight 
title; Dmitry Bivol vs. Isaac Chilemba, 12, 
for Bivol’s WBA light heavyweight title; 
Frank Galarza vs. Alex Durate, 10, junior 
middleweights; Bakhram Murtazaliev vs. 
Fernando Carcamo, 10, junior middle- 
weights; Vaughn Alexander vs. Denis 
Douglin, 10, middleweights. 

At Nassau Veterans Memorial Coli¬ 
seum, Uniondale, N.Y., Devon Alexander 
vs. Andre Berto, 12, welterweights; Peter 
Quillin vs. J’Leon Love, 10, super middle- 
weights; Sergey Lipinets vs. Erick Bone, 
10, welterweights. 

Aug. 11 

At Avalon Theater, Hollywood, Calif., 
Jesus Rojas vs. Joseph Diaz, Jr., 12, for 
Rojas’ WBA World featherweight title. 

At Tokyo, Ryosuke Iwasa vs. T.J. 
Doheny, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior feath¬ 
erweight title. 


Japan, 6 


Monday 

At William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center 
Washington 

Purse: ATP, $1.89 million (WT500); 

WTA, $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Tim Smyczek, United States, def. Ri- 
cardas Berankis, Lithuania, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Hubert Hurkacz, Poland, def. Ilya 
Ivashka, Belarus, 6-4, 6-3. 

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def. Evgeny Don¬ 
skoy, Russia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Noah Rubin, United States, def. Mikhail 
Youzhny, Russia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Mirza Ba¬ 
sic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 7-6 (9), 6-4. 

Andy Murray, Britain, def. Mackenzie 
McDonald, United States, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5. 
Women 
First Round 

Katie Boulter, Britain, def. Aleksandra 
Krunic (5), Serbia, 6-2, 6-0. 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. Kris¬ 
tie Ahn, United States, 6-2, 6-1. 

Allie Kiick, United States, def. Han 
Xinyun, China, 6-2, 6-3. 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Jamie 
Loeb, United States, 6-1,6-1. 

Fanny Stollar, Hungary, def. Mayo Hibi, 
— 6-1, 7-6 (6). 


Belinda Bencic (6), Switzerland, leads 
Harriet Dart, Britain, 7-5,4-2 (0-40), susp., 
rain. 


Men 

First Round 

Jamie Murray, Britain, and Bruno 
Soares (4), Brazil, def. Karen Khachanov, 
Russia, and Lucas Pouille, France, 6-4, 5- 
7,10-7. 

World TeamTennis 

W L Pet. GB 

x-Philadelphia 10 1 

Springfield 6 5 

San Diego 6 5 

Washington 6 6 

Orange County 5 6 

New York 1 11 

x-Clinched No. 1 seed in finals 
Monday’s matches 
Springfield 22, Washington 21 
New York 21, San Diego 17 
Tuesday’s matches 
Philadelphia at Springfield 
San Diego at Orange County 
Wednesday’s matches 
New York at Philadelphia 
Springfield at Orange County 
Washington at San Diego 


Aug. 17 

At Fantasy Spring Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Andrew Cancio vs. Dardan Ze- 
nunaj, 10, junior lightweights. 

Aug. 18 

At Cebu City, Philippines, Donnie Ni- 
etes vs. Aston Palicte, 12, for vacant WBO 
junior bantamweight title. 

At Belfast, Northern Ireland, Carl 
Frampton vs. Luke Jackson, 12, for 
Frampton’s WBO interim featherweight 
title; Cristofer Rosales vs. Paddy Barnes, 
12, for Rosales’ WBC flyweight title; 
Tyson Fury vs. Francesco Pianeta, 10, 
heavyweights. 

At the Sands Bethlehem (Pa.) Casino 
and Event Center, Sullivan Barrera vs. Se- 
anie Monaghan, 10, light heavyweights. 

At Ocean Resort Casino, Atlantic City, 
N.J., Bryant Jennings vs. Alexander Dimi- 
trenko, 12, heavyweights; Jesse Hart vs. 
Mike Gavronski, 10, for Hart’s NABF su¬ 
per middleweight title. 

Aug. 25 

At Gila River Arena, Glendale, Ariz., 
Raymundo Beltran vs. Jose Pedraza, 12, 
for Beltran’s WBO lightweight title; Isaac 
Dogboe vs. Hidenori Otake, 12, for Dog- 
boe’s WBO junior featherweight title. 

Sept. 8 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Danny Garcia vs. Shawn Porter, 12, for 
the vacant WBC World welterweight 
title. 


Through July 29 

1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Justin Thomas 

4. Brooks Koepka 

5. Jon Rahm 

5. Francesco Molinari 
7. Rory Mcllroy 
B. Jordan Spieth 
9. Rickie Fowler 
0. Jason Day 

1. Tommy Fleetwood 

2. Patrick Reed 

3. Alex Noren 

4. Bubba Watson 

5. Paul Casey 

6. Hideki Matsuyama 

7. Henrik Stenson 

8. Xander Schauffele 

9. Marc Leishman 
0. Webb Simpson 

1. Phil Mickelson 

2. Sergio Garcia 

3. Bryson DeChambeau 

4. Tyrrell Hatton 

5. Kevin Kisner 

6. Patrick Cantlay 

7. Matt Kuchar 

8. Tony Finau 

9. Rafael Cabrera Bello 
0. Brian Harman 

1. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

2. Ian Poulter 

3. Louis Oosthuizen 

4. Charley Hoffman 

5. Branden Grace 

6. Kyle Stanley 

7. Satoshi Kodaira 

8. Pat Perez 

9. Matthew Fitzpatrick 
0. Byeong Hun An 

1. Daniel Berger 

2. Kevin Na 

3. Li Haogong 

4. Gary Woodland 

5. Luke List 

6. Ross Fisher 

7. Cameron Smith 

8 . Kevin Chappell 

9. Chari Schwartzel 
0. Tiger Woods 


PGA Tour statistics 

Through July 29 
FedExCup Season Points 

1, Dustin Johnson, 2,512.777. 2, Jus¬ 
tin Thomas, 1, 986.393. 3, Justin Rose, 1, 
945.739. 4, Bubba Watson, 1, 853.718. 5, 
Jason Day, 1, 654.186. 6, Bryson DeCham¬ 
beau, 1, 585.211. 7, Francesco Molinari, 1, 
568.873. 8, Patrick Reed, 1, 521.044. 9, Phil 
Mickelson, 1, 507.021. 10, Tony Finau, 1, 
424.765. 

Scoring Average 

1, Dustin Johnson, 68.682. 2, Justin 
Rose, 69.081. 3, Henrik Stenson, 69.360. 
4, Justin Thomas, 69.415. 5, Webb Simp¬ 
son, 69.437. 6, Tommy Fleetwood, 69.451. 

7, Paul Casey, 69.520. 8, Rory Mcllroy, 
69.568. 9, Jason Day, 69.587. 10, Tiger 
Woods, 69.641. 

Driving Distance 

1, Trey Mullinax, 319.7. 2, Rory Mcllroy, 
317.7. 3, Tony Finau, 316.9. 4, Tom Love- 
lady, 315.4. 5, Luke List, 315.1. 6, Bubba 
Watson, 313.8. 7, Dustin Johnson, 313.4. 

8, Keith Mitchell, 313.1. 9, Justin Thomas, 
312.4. 10, Gary Woodland, 312.0. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 
1, Ken Duke, 77.76%. 2, Henrik Stenson, 
75.52%. 3, Ryan Armour, 73.06%. 4, Ryan 
Moore, 71.60%. 5, Brian Stuard, 70.94%. 6, 
Chez Reavie, 70.89%. 7, K.J. Choi, 70.81%. 
8, Kyle Stanley, 70.58%. 9, Emiliano Grillo, 
70.06%. 10, Russell Henley, 70.01%. 
Greens in Regulation Percentage 


USA 

USA 

AUS 

ENG 

USA 

SWE 

USA 

ENG 

JPN 

SWE 

USA 

AUS 

USA 

USA 

ESP 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ESP 

USA 

THA 

ENG 


USA 

ENG 

KOR 

USA 

USA 

CHN 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

AUS 

USA 


, Henrik Stenson, 74.02%. 2, Kevin 
Streelman, 72.35%. 3, Sam Ryder, 72.07%. 
4, Adam Scott, 71.53%. 5 (tie), Kyle Stan¬ 
ley and Jordan Spieth, 71.09%. 7, Gary 
Woodland, 70.90%. 8, Russell Knox, 
70.76%. 9, Brendan Steele, 70.69%. 10, J.J. 
Henry, 70.55%. 

Total Driving 

1, Keegan Bradley, 66. 2, Tommy Fleet- 
wood, 74.3, Bronson Burgoon, 78.4, Hud¬ 
son Swafford, 98. 5, J.J. Spaun, 99. 6, Paul 
Casey, 101. 7, Justin Rose, 103. 8, Gary 
Woodland, 105. 9, Adam Scott, 106. 10, 
Sam Ryder, 109. 

SG Putting 

1, Jason Day, 1.193. 2, Phil Mickelson, 
1.054. 3, Greg Chalmers, .790. 4, Sam 
Burns, .780. 5, Daniel Summerhays, .710. 
6, Webb Simpson, .646. 7, Justin Rose, 
.626. 8, Peter Malnati, .623. 9, Alex Noren, 
.607. 10, Beau Hossler, .602. 

Birdie Average 

1, Dustin Johnson, 4.70. 2, Jon Rahm, 
4.59.3, Phil Mickelson, 4.46.4, Justin Rose, 
4.44. 5, Justin Thomas, 4.26. 6, Brooks Ko¬ 
epka, 4.21. 7, Jason Day, 4.20. 8, Tommy 
Fleetwood, 4.19.9, Pat Perez, 4.14.10, Jor¬ 
dan Spieth, 4.13. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1, Dustin Johnson, 64.3.2, Justin Thom¬ 
as, 74.6.3, Conrad Shindler, 85.1.4, Keegan 
Bradley, 87.6. 5, Sam Burns, 90.0. 6, Rafa 
Cabrera Bello, 92.0. 7, Tommy Fleetwood, 
94.5. 8, Tony Finau, 95.1. 9 (tie), Stewart 
Cink and Hideki Matsuyama, 99.0. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Ben Crane, 65.31%. 2, Jason Day, 
63.44%. 3 (tie), Padraig Harrington and 
Whee Kim, 62.50%. 5, Louis Oosthuizen, 
62.16%. 6, Zac Blair, 61.90%. 7, Phil Mick¬ 
elson, 61.61%. 8, Matt Kuchar, 61.34%. 
9, Webb Simpson, 60.95%. 10, Seamus 
Power, 60.66%. 

All-Around Ranking 

1, Dustin Johnson, 255.2, Justin Thom¬ 
as, 259. 3, Tommy Fleetwood, 263. 4, Jus¬ 
tin Rose, 300. 5, Rickie Fowler, 311. 6, Jon 
Rahm, 387. 7, Paul Casey, 395. 8, Rory 
Mcllroy, 417. 9, Jason Day, 422. 10, Jordan 
Spieth, 424. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Acquired 2B Ian 
Kinsler and cash considerations from 
the Los Angeles Angels for RHP Ty But- 
trey and LHP Williams Jerez. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Assigned RHP War¬ 
wick Saupold outright to Toledo (IL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Traded LHP 
Zach Duke and cash to Seattle for RHP 
Chase De Jong and INF Ryan Costello. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Acquired inter¬ 
national signing bonus pool money from 
Seattle for RHP Adam Warren. Acquired 
RHP Lance Lynn and cash considerations 
from Minnesota for INF Tyler Austin and 
RHP Luis Rijo. Signed RHP Osiel Rodri¬ 
guez to a minor league contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned RHP 
Frankie Montas to Nashville (PCL). Re¬ 
called RHP Ryan Dull from Nashville. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Signed LHP 
Marc Rzepczynski to a minor league 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Traded RHP 
Roberto Osuna to Houston for RHPs Ken 
Giles, David Paulino and Hector Perez. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Acquired OF 
Adam Duvall from Cincinnati for RHPs 
Lucas Sims and Matt Wisler and OF Pres- 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Placed RHP 
Ross Stripling on the 10-day DL. Recalled 
RHP Dylan Flora from Oklahoma City 
(PCL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Sent SS J.P. 
Crawford to the GCL Phillies East for a 
rehab assignment. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Acquired RHP 
Keone Kela from Texas for LHP Taylor 
Hearn and a player to be named. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned LHP 
Tyler Webb to Memphis (PCL). Placed 
RHP Luke Gregson on the 10-day DL, ret¬ 
roactive to July 26. Reinstated RHP Car¬ 
los Martinez from the 10-day DL. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Placed RHP 
Johnny Cueto on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to July 29. Placed INF Pablo Sandoval 
on the 10-day DL. Reinstated INF Joe Pan- 
ikfrom the 10-day DL. Recalled INF Kelby 
Tomlinson from Sacramento (PCL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Waived F Carmelo 
Anthony. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived OL 
Victor Salako and DL Trenton Thompson. 
Signed DBs Christian Boutte and Jer¬ 
emiah McKinnon, OL Kevin Bowen and 
TE Orson Charles. Placed DB Jabrill Pep¬ 
pers on the active-NFI list and DL Chad 
Thomas on the PUPO list. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Placed S Sam 
Beal on injured reserve. Signed CB Ken¬ 
neth Durden. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed OB Sam Dar- 
nold to a four-year contract. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed RB James 
Butler. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — F Jarome Iginla announced his 
retirement. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Re-signed F Gar¬ 
net Hathaway to a one-year contract. 

MINNESOTA WILD - Signed RW Matt 
Read to a one-year, two-way contract. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Miikka Salomaki to a two-year contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Agreed to 
terms with F Kevin Hayes on a one-year 
contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Traded F 
Fanendo Adi to FC Cincinnati (USL) for 
general and targeted allocation money. 

COLLEGE 

PACIFIC-12 CONFERENCE - Named 
Teresa Gould senior associate commis¬ 
sioner/sports management and institu¬ 
tional services. 

AUSTIN PEAY - Named Gerald Harri¬ 
son athletics director. 

HOWARD — Named EJ Barthel running 
backs and player development coach. 

LSU ALEXANDRIA - Promoted Michael 
Poropat to assistant athletic director and 
named him men’s soccer coach. Named 
Nea Sunila women’s soccer coach. 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 16 9 .640 - 

Washington 14 11 .560 2 

Connecticut 14 12 .538 Vh 

Chicago 9 17 .346 Th 

New York 7 18 .280 9 

Indiana 3 23 .115 13'/2 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Seattle 19 7 .731 - 

Minnesota 15 10 .600 3Vz 

Los Angeles 15 11 .577 4 

Phoenix 15 11 .577 4 

Dallas 14 11 .560 4 Vi 

Las Vegas 12 13 .480 6'/2 

Sunday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Washington at Atlanta 
Chicago at Dallas 
Seattle at Phoenix 

Wednesday’s games 
New York at Connecticut 
Phoenix at Las Vegas 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 75 33 

New York 67 37 

Tampa Bay 53 53 

Toronto 48 57 

Baltimore 32 74 

Central Division 
Cleveland 57 48 

Minnesota 49 56 

Detroit 45 62 

Chicago 37 68 

Kansas City 32 73 

West Division 
Houston 67 41 

Seattle 63 43 

Oakland 62 46 

Los Angeles 54 53 

Texas 46 62 


National League 


East Division 


44 59 

46 62 


Philadelphia 
Atlanta 
Washington 
New York 
Miami 

Central Division 

Chicago 61 44 

Milwaukee 62 47 

Pittsburgh 55 52 

St. Louis 54 52 

Cincinnati 48 58 

West Division 
Los Angeles 59 48 

Arizona 59 49 

Colorado 57 48 

San Francisco 54 54 

San Diego 42 67 .385 18 

Sunday’s games 
Boston 3, Minnesota 0 
N.Y. Yankees 6, Kansas City 3 
Baltimore 11, Tampa Bay 5 
Cleveland 8, Detroit 1 
Texas 4, Houston 3 
Toronto 7, Chicago White Sox 4 
Colorado 3, Oakland 2 
Seattle 8, L.A. Angels 5 
Cincinnati 4, Philadelphia 0 
Miami 5, Washington 0 
Atlanta 4, L.A. Dodgers 1 
N.Y. Mets 1, Pittsburgh 0 
San Francisco 8, Milwaukee 5 
Arizona 5, San Diego 4 
Chicago Cubs 5, St. Louis 2 
Monday’s games 

Boston 2, Philadelphia 1,13 innings 

Minnesota 5, Cleveland 4 

Texas 9, Arizona 5 

Oakland 10, Toronto 1 

Seattle 2, Houston 0 

Atlanta 5, Miami 3 

St. Louis 5, Colorado 4,10 innings 

Milwaukee 5, L.A. Dodgers 2 

San Francisco 5, San Diego 3, 12 in- 

Tuesday’s games 

Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees 
Cincinnati at Detroit 
L.A. Angels at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox 
Texas at Arizona 
Toronto at Oakland 
Houston at Seattle 
San Francisco at San Diego 
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Mets at Washington 
Cincinnati at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Miami at Atlanta 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Texas at Arizona 
Milwaukee at L.A. Dodgers 
Wednesday's games 
Baltimore (Cobb 2-14) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Gray 8-7) 

Cincinnati (Romano 6-8) at Detroit (Fi- 
ers 7-6) 

Cleveland (Carrasco 12-5) at Minne¬ 
sota (Mejia 1-0) 

Toronto (Stroman 4-7) at Oakland 
(Manaea 9-7) 

Houston (Keuchel 8-9) at Seattle (LeB- 
lanc 6-1) 

L.A. Angels (Tropeano 4-5) at Tampa 
Bay (Archer 3-5) 

Kansas City (Junis 5-11) at Chicago 
White Sox (Covey 4-6) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 6-1) at Wash¬ 
ington (Milone 0-0) 

Cincinnati (Romano 6-8) at Detroit (Fi- 
ers 7-6) 

Chicago Cubs (Hamels 5-9) at Pitts¬ 
burgh (Kingham 5-5) 

Miami (Lopez 2-2) at Atlanta (Foltyne- 
wicz 7-7) 

Colorado (Freeland 9-6) at St. Louis 
(Weaver 6-9) 

Milwaukee (Anderson 7-7) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Hill 4-4) 

Calendar 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 
November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 

Nov. 6-8 — General managers’ meet¬ 
ings, Carlsbad, Calif. 

Nov. 8-15 — All-Star tour of Japan. 
Nov. 30 — Last day for teams to offer 
2019 contracts to unsigned players on 
their 40-man rosters. 

Dec. 9 — Hall of Fame Today’s Game 
committee vote announced. Las Vegas. 

Dec. 10-13 — Winter meetings, Las Ve¬ 
gas. 

2019 

Jan. 11 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Feb. 1-20 — Salary arbitration hear¬ 
ings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


3 114 6 

0 0 0 2 3 

10 0 11 

0 0 0 0 2 

1110 1 


Brewers 5, Dodgers 2 

Milwaukee Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Yelichrf 5 110 Pderson If 3 0 10 

Mstakas3b 4 0 0 0 MKempph-lf2 0 0 0 

Cain cf 5 0 10 M.Mchdo3b3 2 1 1 

T.Shaw 2b 4 13 1 Muncy lb 5 0 11 

Knebel p 0 0 0 0 Grandal c 3 0 10 

Braun If 3 110 Bllnger cf 3 0 0 0 

Thames lb 4 113 C.Tylorss 4 0 0 0 

Pinac 4 12 0 Utley 2b 10 10 

O.Arciass 4 0 0 0 KHrnnph-2b2 0 0 0 

F. Prlta p 2 0 0 0 Puig rf 3 0 0 0 

Haderp 1 0 0 0 Maedap 10 0 0 

Soria p 0 0 0 0 Floro p 0 0 0 0 

Aguilar ph 10 11 Frsytheph 0 0 0 0 

Jffress p 0 0 0 0 Alxnder p 0 0 0 0 

H.Perez 2b 0 0 0 0 P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 

A.Brnesph 10 0 0 
Dan.Hdsp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 5 10 5 Totals 31 2 5 2 

Milwaukee 103 000 010-5 

Los Angeles 001 000 001-2 

LOB—Milwaukee 8, Los Angeles 11. 
2B—Yelich (22), Utley (10). 3B-Pina (2), 
Muncy (1). HR—Thames (14), M.Machado 
(26). S-Maeda (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Hader W,4-0 

Jeffress 
Knebel 

Los Angeles 

Maeda L,7-6 4% 7 4 4 3 4 

Floro l'A 0 0 0 0 2 

Alexander 1 10000 

Baez 1 21102 

Hudson 1 00001 

HBP-by Peralta (Utley). T-3:44. A- 
44,933 (56,000). 

Giants 5, Padres 3 (12) 

San Francisco San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McCtchn rf 5 0 3 0 Margot cf 5 0 0 1 

Posey c 6 0 2 1 Myers If 6 0 0 0 

Lngoria3b 5 0 10 Renfroerf 5 111 

B.Crwfrss 6 110 Hosmer lb 4 12 0 
Slater lb 3 110 Vllneva3b 5 0 2 1 

d'Arnud 2b 3 113 Pirela2b 4 0 10 

Moronta p 0 0 0 0 Yates p 0 0 0 0 

Mlancon p 0 0 0 0 Strahm p 10 0 0 

Panikph 1 0 0 0 Galvisss 5 0 10 

Black p 0 0 0 0 Hedges c 5 12 0 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 Lauer p 10 0 0 

Pence ph 1 0 0 0 SpngnbrphO 0 0 0 
S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 Jo.Cstl p 0 0 0 0 

W.Smith p 0 0 0 0 Jnkwski ph 10 0 0 

Duggarcf 4 0 0 0 Stammenp 0 0 0 0 

G. Hrnanlf 5 111 Asuaje2b 2 0 0 0 

Holland p 2 0 0 0 

Tmlnson2b 3 110 

Totals 44 511 5 Totals 44 3 9 3 

San Francisco 030 000 000 002—5 

San Diego 000 110 010 000-3 

E—Yates (1), G.Hernandez (4). DP—San 
Diego 1. LOB—San Francisco 8, San Diego 
9. 2B—Villanueva (12), Pirela (21), Hedg¬ 
es (7). HR—d’Arnaud (3), G.Hernandez 
(13), Renfroe (8). SB-Slater (4), Duggar 
(2), Hosmer (5). SF-Margot (2). S-Span- 
genberg (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Holland 5 4 2 2 2 5 

Moronta H,9 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Melancon BS,4 1 2 110 2 

Black VA 0 0 0 0 1 

Watson 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Dyson Vi 2 0 0 0 1 

Smith W,l-1 l'A 0 0 0 0 4 

San Diego 

Lauer 5 7 3 3 2 3 

Castillo 2 0 0 0 1 0 

Stammen 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Yates 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Strahm L,2-3 2 3 2 2 0 3 

Holland pitched to 1 batter in the 6th 
HBP—by Yates (McCutchen), by Strahm 
(Slater). T-4:01. A-31,725 (42,445). 

Rangers 9, Diamondbacks 5 

Texas Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choo rf 5 2 2 4 Jay If 

Leclercp 0 0 0 0 E.Escbr3b 4 

Diekman p 0 0 0 0 Gldschm lb 4 _ _ _ 

Odor 2b 5 111 Pollock cf 5 0 10 

Andrus SS 5 12 0 SzaJr. rf 4 113 

Beltre3b 4 110 Ahmed ss 3 0 10 

Profarlb 3 111 K.Marte2b 4 0 2 0 

Guzman lb 0 0 0 0 J.Mrphyc 4 0 0 0 

R.Chrns c 4231 Rayp 2000 

Gallo If 5 0 0 0 Hiranop 0 0 0 0 

DShelds cf 3 111 DLRsap 0 0 0 0 

M.Perez p 2 0 0 0 Owings ph 0 10 0 

W.CIhunph 10 11 Andresep 0 0 0 0 

M.Moore p 0 0 0 0 Dscalsoph 10 0 0 

Butler p 0 0 0 0 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Gearrin p 0 0 0 0 

Tocci ph-rf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 39 912 9 Totals 35 5 9 5 
Texas 000 032 211-9 

Arizona 100 031 000-5 

E-Beltre (9). LOB-Texas 9, Arizona 8. 
2B—Andrus (11), R.Chirinos (14), Ahmed 
(22). 3B—Andrus (2), Jay (5), K.Marte (10). 
HR-Choo 2 (20), Odor (10), Souza Jr. (2). 
SB—R.Chirinos (2). SF-E.Escobar (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Perez 5 6 4 1 2 5 

Moore BS,1 Vi 1 112 1 

Butler W,2-1 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Gearrin H,4 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Leclerc H,15 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Diekman 


2 2 0 
) 2 2 


1 0 0 0 0 2 

Ray"'” 5'A 2 4 4 4 6 

Hirano BS,3 0 11110 

De La Rosa Vi 1 0 0 11 

Andriese L.3-5 2 6 3 3 0 1 

Chafin 1 2 110 1 

Hirano pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
T—3:33. A—20,639 (48,519). 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


The Cardinals’ Marcell Ozuna, right, is congratulated by teammates Dexter Fowler and Yairo Munoz, left, 
after hitting a walk-off home run to defeat the Colorado Rockies 5-4 on Monday in St. Louis. 


Cardinals 5, Rockies 4 (10) 

Colorado St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmoncf 5 110 M.Crpntlb 4 0 3 2 

Desmond lb 2 10 0 Molina c 5 0 0 0 

Arenado3b 5 12 4 DeJong SS 5 0 0 0 

C.Gnzal rf 5 0 10 Ozuna If 4 2 11 

McMahon 2b 5 0 1 0 Gyorko3b 3 12 1 

T.Mrphy c 5 0 0 0 Munoz 2b 3 10 0 

Parra If 4 12 0 De.FwIrrf 4 0 10 

Hampsonss 3 0 2 0 Bader cf 3 10 1 

Ty.Andrp 3 0 0 0 C.Mrtinp 10 0 0 

Oberg p 0 0 0 0 Pncdlon p 10 0 0 

Oh p 0 0 0 0 Mrtinez ph 10 0 0 

Story ph 1 0 0 0 Weaver pr 0 0 0 0 

Ottvinop 0 0 0 0 Jor.Hck p 0 0 0 0 

McGee p 0 0 0 0 Norris p 0 0 0 0 

G.Grciaph 10 0 0 

Dak.Hds p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 4 9 4 Totals 35 5 7 5 
Colorado 000 040 000 0-4 

St. Louis 000 010 300 1-5 

E—C.Martinez (3), Poncedeleon (1). 

LOB—Colorado 8, St. Louis 7. HR-Are- 

nado (28), Ozuna (13), Gyorko (8). SB— 
Hampson (1), De.Fowler (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Anderson 6 3 4 4 3 5 

Oberg BS,4 Vi 1 0 0 11 

Oh 114 1 0 0 0 1 

Ottavino 1 10 0 11 

McGee L,l-4 Vi 1 110 1 

St. Louis 

Martinez 4% 4 2 2 1 9 

Poncedeleon TA 2 2 2 2 2 

Hicks 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Norris 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Hudson W,l-0 1 10 0 11 

Ty.Anderson pitched to 3 batters in 
the 7th WP—Poncedeleon. T-3:38. A- 
41,856 (45,538). 

Athletics 10, Blue Jays 1 

Toronto Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsn rf 3 0 10 Martini If 4 12 1 

Smth Jr ph 1 0 0 0 Brrtoph-2b 10 0 0 

R.Mrtin 3b 3 0 10 MChpmn 3b 3 1 0 0 

Grichukcf 3 0 0 0 Lowrie2b 4 0 12 

Morales lb 3 0 0 0 DuFwirpr-cfO 10 0 
Solartedh 4 0 10 K.Davisdh 2 0 12 

T.Hrnnd If 4 0 10 M.OISon lb 5 0 1 0 

A.Diazss 4 111 Pscottyrf 4 2 2 1 

Drury 2b 4 0 0 0 Canhacf-lf 5 2 2 1 

Mailec 4 0 0 0 Semienss 4 2 2 0 

Lucroyc 2 113 
Totals 33 1 5 1 Totals 34101210 
Toronto 000 000 001- 1 

Oakland 011 200 06x-10 

E—M.Chapman (12), T.Hernandez (6). 
DP—Toronto 1. LOB—Toronto 9, Oakland 
9. 2B—Granderson (16), R.Martin (6), 
Martini (5), Lowrie (27), M.Olson (18), 
Semien (25), Lucroy (16). HR—A.Diaz (11), 
Piscotty (15), Canha (14). SF-K.Davis (6), 
Lucroy (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Estrada L,4-8 4 5 4 4 3 0 

Loup 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Petricka 1 10 0 11 

Garcia l'A 6 6 5 2 1 

Biagini Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Oakland 

Jackson W,2-2 5‘A 3 0 0 3 5 

Dull 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Trivino 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Familia 1 10 0 12 

Buchter 1 11101 

WP-Jackson. T-2:59. A-11,449 

(46,765). 


Braves 5, Marlins 3 

Atlanta 


Detrich If 
Bri.And rf 
Ralmuto c 
Bourlb 

S.Cstro 2b 
Prado 3b 
Rojas ss 
Sierra cf 
E.Hrnnd p 
Riddle ph 
Javy.Gr p 

Maybin cf 

Totals 

Miami 

Atlanta 


ab r 


r hbi 


Acuna If 4 111 
siiz Albies 2b 4 0 0 0 
5 0 11 F.Frman lb 4 111 

2 0 0 0 Mrkakis rf 4 0 0 0 

4 0 2 0 Flowers C 2 2 10 

4 0 2 0 Camargo3b3 12 1 
4 0 0 0 Incarte cf 2 0 0 1 

3 0 0 0 Swanson SS 2 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 Teheran p 2 0 11 

1 0 0 0 Carle p 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 Biddle p 0 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 R.FIhrt ph 10 0 0 

2 0 10 Brach p 0 0 0 0 

Minterp 0 0 0 0 

35 3 8 3 Totals 28 5 6 5 
200 010 000-3 

022 010 00x-5 

E—Camargo (6). DP—Atlanta 1. LOB— 
Miami 9, Atlanta 3. 2B—Realmuto (24), 
Maybin (12), Camargo 2 (14). HR—Bri.An- 
derson (9), Acuna (10), F.Freeman (18). 
SB—S.Castro (5). SF-Inciarte (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chen L.3-8 5 5 5 5 3 1 

Hernandez 2 10001 

Guerra 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Atlanta 

Teheran W,8-7 5 4 3 3 4 4 

Carle H,12 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Biddle H,4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Brach H,4 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Minter S,6-6 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Carle pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
T—2:49. A—21,230 (41,149). 

Twins 5, Indians 4 

Cleveland Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 0 10 Mauerlb 3 0 0 0 
Brntley If 5 0 0 0 E.Rsrio If 3 0 0 0 

J.Rmirz 3b 4 2 2 2 J.PIncoss 4 0 12 

Encrncodh 3 110 B.Dzier2b 4 110 

Alonso lb 4 0 11 Kepler dh 4 110 

M.Cbrrarf 3 0 10 Grssman rf 3 0 0 1 

R.Davis pr-cf 0 0 0 0 Sano3b 3 12 1 

Kipnis 2b 4 0 10 Adranzapr 0 10 0 

Gomes c 4 111 Cavecf 3 0 10 

G.AIIen cf-rf 4 0 10 Garverc 4 12 1 

Totals 35 4 9 4 Totals 31 5 8 5 

Cleveland 100 111 000-4 

Minnesota 020 020 001-5 

E—Kipnis (9). DP—Minnesota 1. LOB— 
Cleveland 10, Minnesota 6. 2B—Alonso 
(16), Sano (10), Garver (12). 3B—Lindor 
(1). HR—J.Ramirez 2 (32), Gomes (11). 
SB—Lindor (16), J.Ramirez (24), Encarna- 
cion (1). SF-Grossman (4). S-Cave (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Bieber &A 6 4 3 2 7 

Perez Vi 0 0 0 0 1 


Ramirez L,0-1 

Minnesota 

Santana 


Red Sox 2, Phillies 1 (13) 

Philadelphia Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Hrnan 2b 5 0 0 0 Betts rf 5 0 0 0 

Hoskins If 5 0 2 0 Bnntndi If 5 0 0 0 

O.Hrrra cf 4 0 2 0 J.Mrtindh 4 0 0 0 

C.Sntnalb 5 0 10 Mreland lb 4 0 0 0 

A.Cbrradh 6 12 0 Pearce ph-lbl 0 0 0 

Franco 3b 6 0 2 1 Bgaertsss 5 0 0 0 

Alfaro C 3 0 0 0 BrdlyJcf 5 110 

Knapp ph-c 3 0 0 0 E.Nunez3b 5 12 1 

Quinn rf 5 0 10 Holt 2b 4 0 2 0 

Kingeryss 5 0 0 0 Leone 3 0 10 

Swihrt ph-c 2 0 11 

Totals 47 110 1 Totals 43 2 7 2 

Philadelphia 010 000 000 000 0-1 

Boston 000 010 000 000 1-2 

E—C.Santana (8). DP-Philadelphia 

2. LOB—Philadelphia 12, Boston 6. 2B- 
Hoskins 2 (26), O.Herrera (16), A.Cabrera 
(24), Holt 2 (15), Swihart (6). 3B-E.Nunez 
(2). SB—E.Nunez (5), Holt (6). CS-Quinn 
( 1 ). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Nola 8 4 1116 

Dominguez 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Neshek Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Hunter l'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Davis L,l-1 1 1110 1 

Garcia 'A 1 0 0 0 1 


Price 

Thornburg 

Hembree 

Kelly 

Velazquez W,7-0 


0 0 2 0 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 10 
0 0 12 


Mariners 2, Astros 0 


Houston 


r h bi 


Seattle 


r hbi 


0 0 11 


Hildenberger 

Rogers n e. u u u u 

Magill Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Rodney W,3-2 1 0 0 0 2 2 

HBP—by Santana (Encarnacion). T— 
2:56. A—26,256 (38,649). 

AL leaders 

BATTING-Betts, Boston, .339; Altuve, 
Houston, .329; Martinez, Boston, .322; 
Segura, Seattle, .316; Machado, Los An¬ 
geles, .315; Trout, Los Angeles, .310; Sim¬ 
mons, Los Angeles, .304; Rosario, Minne¬ 
sota, .303; Duffy, Tampa Bay, .300. 

PITCHING-Severino, New York, 14-4; 
Kluber, Cleveland, 13-6; Porcello, Boston, 
13-4; Carrasco, Cleveland, 12-5; Gonzales, 
Seattle, 12-5; Snell, Tampa Bay, 12-5. 


Sprngerrf-cf 3 0 0 0 D.Grdon2b 4 0 0 0 

Bregmanss 4 0 10 Segura ss 4 110 

Gurriel 2b-3b 4 0 10 Span If 4 110 

Gattisdh 4 0 10 Cruz dh 3 0 12 

White lb 4 0 0 0 Hanigr cf-rf 3 0 0 0 

M.Gnzal lf-2b 3 0 0 0 Gamel rf 2 0 0 0 

J.Davis 3b 2 0 0 0 Heredia cf 0 0 0 0 

Reddck ph-rf 1 0 0 0 Healy lb 3 0 10 

Stassic 3 0 10 Zuninoc 3 0 0 0 

T.Kemp cf-lf 3 0 0 0 An.Rmne3b 2 0 0 0 

Totals 31 0 4 0 Totals 28 2 4 2 

Houston 000 000 000-0 

Seattle 000 002 00x-2 

LOB—Houston 5, Seattle 5. 2B—Cruz 
(11). SB-Haniger (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Cole L.10-3 6Vi 4 2 2 2 8 

Pressly l'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Seattle 

Paxton W,9-4 7 3 0 0 0 8 

Colome H,18 1 10 0 12 

Diaz S,40-43 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Cole (Cruz). T-2:19. A- 
35,198 (47,943). 

NL leaders 

BATTING—Yelich, Milwaukee, .320; 
Gennett, Cincinnati, .319; Dickerson, 
Pittsburgh, .318; Markakis, Atlanta, .317; 
Freeman, Atlanta, .313; Almora, Chicago, 
.310; Realmuto, Miami, .309; Arenado, 
Colorado, .308; Kemp, Los Angeles, .303; 
Winker, Cincinnati, .299. 

PITCHING-Scherzer, Washington, 14- 
5; Greinke, Arizona, 12-5; Lester, Chicago, 
12-3; Nola, Philadelphia, 12-3; Godley, Ar¬ 
izona, 11-6; Mikolas, St. Louis, 11-3; Cha- 
cin, Milwaukee, 10-3; Newcomb, Atlanta, 
10-5; 4 tied at 9. 
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Roundup 


Swihart wins it for Red Sox in 13th inning 



Charles Krupa/AP 


The Red Sox’s Blake Swihart, right, is doused with sports drink after his walk-off RBI double off Philadelphia Phillies relief pitcher 
Luis Garcia during the 13th inning of Monday’s game at Fenway Park in Boston. At left is Red Sox second baseman Brock Holt. 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Blake Swihart has been 
waiting for his chance to make an impact 
as the third catcher on a Red Sox team that 
is putting together a historic season. 

On Monday night, he waited all the way 
until the 13th inning. 

After entering the game in the 10th as 
a pinch-hitter, Swihart bounced a double 
into the Red Sox bullpen to score Eduardo 
Nunez in the 13th and give Boston a 2-1 vic¬ 
tory over the Philadelphia Phillies. After 
the game, the Red Sox announced they 
had acquired second baseman Ian Kinsler 
from the Los Angeles Angels to replace the 
injured Dustin Pedroia. 

“Ian’s a really good defensive player,” 
said president of baseball operations Dave 
Dombrowski, who also brought Kinsler to 
the Detroit Tigers when he was general 
manager there. “Basically, it’s what we 
hoped, early in the year, that Dustin would 
be.” 

With the win, the Red Sox improved to a 
major league-best 75-33 for the season and 
a season-high six games ahead of the New 
York Yankees in the AL East. 

It was Swihart’s first career walk-off 
RBI. 

“He’s stuck with it all year long,” said 
Boston starter David Price, who allowed 
one run in eight innings but did not get a 
decision. “He hasn’t gotten a lot of oppor¬ 
tunities early on. His number’s been called 
here recently, and he’s stepped up to it. It’s 
good when that happens, and I’m happy for 
him.” 

Hector Velazquez (7-0) pitched a score¬ 
less inning for the win and Austin Davis 
(1-1) took the loss after pitching a perfect 
inning before allowing Nunez’s leadoff 
single in the 13th. Luis Garcia, the 12th 
pitcher of the night, struck out Brock Holt 
but allowed Nunez to steal second. 

Mariners 2, Astros 0: James Paxton (9- 
4) excelled in his return from the disabled 
list, Nelson Cruz had a two-run double 
in the sixth inning and host Seattle beat 
Houston. 

Astros starter Gerrit Cole (10-3) carried 
a no-hitter into the sixth, but Jean Segura 
ended it with a two-out infield single. Two 
batters later, Cruz lined his double down 
the left-field line. 

Brewers 5, Dodgers 2: Eric Thames hit 
a three-run home run and Christian Yelich 
extended his hitting streak to 14 games as 
visiting Milwaukee overcame a brief power 
outage delay and beat Los Angeles. 

Manny Machado homered in the ninth 
inning in his first home game with the 
Dodgers. Machado went l-for-3 with two 


walks, delivering his 26th home run to 
center field off reliever Corey Knebel. He 
struck out in the fourth inning with two 
runners in scoring position. 

Twins 5, Indians 4: Mitch Garver drove 
in the winning run with a one-out double 
in the ninth inning, capping a victory over 
Cleveland after host Minnesota traded 
away reliever Zach Duke and starter Lance 
Lynn. 

Jose Ramirez hit two home runs to match 
Boston’s J.D. Martinez for the most in the 
majors with 32, but the Indians couldn’t 
hold a 3-2 lead. 

Braves 5, Marlins 3: Freddie Freeman 
hit a go-ahead homer in the third inning, 
Ronald Acuna Jr. also went deep and host 
Atlanta beat Miami. 

Brian Anderson’s two-run homer off 
Julio Teheran (8-7) in the first gave Miami 
a lead Wei-Yin Chen (3-8) couldn’t hold. 
The Braves pulled even in the second when 


Tyler Flowers walked, moved to third on 
Johan Camargo’s double and scored on 
Ender Inciarte’s fly ball. Camargo scored 
on Teheran’s two-out single up the middle. 

Cardinals 5, Rockies 4 (10): Mar¬ 
cell Ozuna hit his first career game-end¬ 
ing homer in the 10th inning, and host St. 
Louis snapped Colorado’s four-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Ozuna connected against Jake McGee 
(1-4), sending a one-out drive deep to cen¬ 
ter for his 13th homer. The slugger also ex¬ 
tended his homer streak to three straight 
games. 

Athletics 10, Blue Jays 1: Edwin Jack- 
son (2-2) pitched scoreless ball into the 
sixth for his 100th career victory and host 
Oakland rediscovered its offense to thump 
Toronto. 

Jonathan Lucroy drove in three as the 
A’s used their signature power to clear the 
fences and get back on track after being 


swept in a three-game weekend series at 
Colorado, scoring four total runs at Coors 
Field following a season-best six-game 
winning streak. 

Rangers 9, Diamondbacks 5: Shin-Soo 
Choo homered twice and had four RBIs, 
helping visiting Texas rally after a power 
outage delay to beat Arizona. 

Choo hit a three-run homer off Robbie 
Ray in the fifth inning and added a solo 
shot against Matt Andriese (0-1) in the 
eighth for his sixth 20-homer season. 

Giants 5, Padres 3 (12): Gorkys Her¬ 
nandez hit a go-ahead home run leading 
off the 12th inning and visiting San Fran¬ 
cisco gave free-falling San Diego its sixth 
straight loss. 

The Padres had runners on first and 
third with one out in the 11th and failed to 
score. Instead, they dropped to 2-8 since 
the All-Star break and lost for the 13th time 
in 15 games. San Diego is 5-19 in July. 














Page 28 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, August 1,2018 


MLB 


GM: Harper 'not going anywhere' 


By Chelsea Janes 
T he Washington Post 


As rumors popped up that superstar Bryce 
Harper might be headed here or there in a 
deadline day deal, Nationals general manag¬ 
er Mike Rizzo reached out to The Post with 
a simple message: “Bryce is not going any¬ 
where. I believe in this team.” 

| As of late Monday night, 
the Nationals had not ruled 
out dealing Bryce Harper 
before Tuesday’s 4 p.m. 
nonwaiver trade dead¬ 
line, according to people 
familiar with their plans. 
The organization has also 
fielded calls and gauged 
interest on high-priced re- 
| lievers such as Kelvin Her¬ 
rera and Shawn Kelley, 
while continuing to pursue 
Miami Marlins catcher J.T. Realmuto. 

A complete sell-off does not seem to be in 
the works. Even a Harper trade would not 
necessarily have been a part of one, particu¬ 
larly if it netted the Nationals a piece to entice 



Harper 


the Marlins to part with Realmuto. Accord¬ 
ing to people familiar with the talks between 
those teams, the Nationals upgraded their 
offer for Realmuto this week and Miami re¬ 
jected it anyway. 

The Nationals were in touch with multiple 
teams on Harper. One team that spoke to 
them last night said they had multiple deals 
in the works for multiple players, including 
Harper. That team got the sense the Nation¬ 
als got cold feet late last night, and that they 
would not consummate those deals. Rizzo al¬ 
ways said they would have to be blown away, 
and apparently they were not. 

Other people close to the team suggested 
the Nationals spoke to at least two teams 
about Harper on Monday, both of them in the 
American League. The Nationals would al¬ 
most certainly want someone to relieve them 
of the remainder of Harper’s $21.63 million 
salary for 2018. People around the team have 
speculated they would ask an exorbitant re¬ 
turn from any team that might have interest 
in the six-time all-star. 

Early speculation suggested big-market 
teams such as the New York Yankees and Los 
Angeles Dodgers could have the most inter¬ 


est in the free-agent-to-be. But the Houston 
Astros and Oakland Athletics could also fit as 
teams that need an outfielder and could pick 
up the rest of Harper’s salary. 

By trading Harper now, the Nationals would 
have a) guaranteed a handpicked return for a 
player who could leave in free agency and yield 
only a draft pick if he does, b) freed up a place 
in the outfield for top prospect Victor Robles, 
giving the Nationals a dynamic outfield rota¬ 
tion of Robles, Juan Soto, Michael A. Taylor and 
Adam Eaton, and c) relieved that ever-present 
cloud of speculation about where Harper will 
go after this season and why he has been treat¬ 
ed somewhat differently here over the years. 
Harper has always qualified as polarizing, and 
comments like the one he made Saturday night 
— when he said the Nationals would not have 
lost had Realmuto been on their side — alien¬ 
ate teammates who take silent notice. 

No one seems sure what Harper might earn 
in free agency after struggling to hit above .215 
this season while his strikeout rates jumped to 
their highest point since 2014. But most people 
believe Harper will ask for at least something 
near the $325 million Giancarlo Stanton got 
from the Marlins. 


Trade roundup 

Osuna, Giles traded on eve of deadline 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Blue Jays traded pitcher Roberto Osuna to the Astros on 
Monday for Ken Giles and a pair of pitching prospects. Osuna is 
eligible to pitch in the major leagues starting Sunday after a 75- 
game suspension under MLB’s domestic violence policy. 


Associated Press 

Closers Roberto Osuna and 
Ken Giles switched spots. Adam 
Warren and Zach Duke moved 
into the Seattle bullpen. Lance 
Lynn got a new look in pinstripes. 
Adam Duvall will be slugging for 
the Braves. And Ian Kinsler is 
primed for a playoff run with his 
new team, the Red Sox. 

A day before the deadline to 
make trades without waivers, there 
were plenty of deals Monday. 

Hoping they could improve their 
bullpen without causing friction 
in the clubhouse, the defending 
World Series champion Houston 
Astros acquired Osuna from the 
Toronto Blue Jays for Ken Giles 
and two pitching prospects. 

On Tuesday, the St. Louis Car¬ 
dinals traded outfielder Tommy 
Pham to the Tampa Bay Rays 
for three minor league players, 
outfielder Justin Williams, left- 
handed pitcher Genesis Cabrera 
and right-handed pitcher Roel 
Ramirez. 

The Rays also received inter¬ 
national cap space in the four- 
player trade. 

The 23-year-old Osuna was a 
first-time All-Star last season, his 
second as the Blue Jays’ full-time 
closer, and finished with 39 saves 
and a 3.38 ERA. 

But he hasn’t pitched in the 
majors since May 6 because he’s 
been serving a 75-day suspen¬ 
sion under Major League Base¬ 
ball’s domestic violence policy. 
That suspension ends Sunday. 
Osuna was charged in May with 
one count of assault in Toronto, a 
charge that remains pending. 

The Astros have a zero-toler¬ 
ance policy on domestic violence 
and released former prospect 
Danry Vasquez in March after 
video leaked of him hitting his 
girlfriend. Houston pitchers Justin 
Verlander and Lance McCullers 


Jr. used social media to voice their 
disgust about Vasquez’s actions 
after the video became public. 

Astros general manager Jeff 
Luhnow said he reached out to 
several players and coaches be¬ 
fore making the deal, and he clar¬ 
ified that the team policy does not 
apply to conduct that occurred 
when a player wasn’t in the Hous¬ 
ton organization. 

“Quite frankly, I believe you can 
have a zero-tolerance policy and 
also have an opportunity to give 
people second chances when they 
have made mistakes in the past, 
in other organizations,” Luhnow 
said. “That’s kind of how we put 
those two things together.” 

Houston’s closest competitors 


in the AL West, the Mariners, 
also added to their relief corps. 
They got Duke from the Min¬ 
nesota Twins for a pair of minor 
leaguers and acquired Warren 
from the Yankees, also for two 
minor leaguers. 

The 35-year-old Duke was 3-4 
with a 3.62 ERA in 45 appear¬ 
ances for the Twins. The lefty 
has limited left-handed batters to 
a .237 average this season. 

The 30-year-old Warren was 0-1 
with a 2.70 ERA in 24 appearanc¬ 
es for the Yankees in a season in¬ 
terrupted by a lengthy stay on the 
disabled list because of a strained 
back. He is eligible for free agency 
after the World Series. 

New York also made a move to 


replace Warren, acquiring Lynn 
from the Twins for first base¬ 
man/outfielder Tyler Austin and 
right-handed prospect Luis Rijo. 

The 31-year-old Lynn made 
20 starts for the Twins, going 7- 
8 with a 5.10 ERA. The righty is 
likely to become a long reliever 
with the Yankees. 

New York has Luis Severino, 
Masahiro Tanaka, CC Sabathia, 
Sonny Gray and newly acquired 
J. A. Happ in its rotation, although 
Lynn could fill in if a starter is 
sidelined by injury. 

Late Monday, the Reds dealt 
Duvall to the Braves, who hope his 
bat will help them reach the play¬ 
offs for the first time in five years. 
The outfielder topped 30 homers 
in each of the past two seasons. He 
hasn’t maintained that pace this 
year, with 15 homers in 105 games 
and a .205 batting average. 

Cincinnati got right-handers 
Lucas Sims and Matt Wisler and 
outfielder Preston Tucker. 

Boston acquired the 36-year- 
old Kinsler from the Los Angeles 
Angels to fill one of the few holes 
in its deep lineup. The Red Sox 
have been without star second 
baseman Dustin Pedroia for most 
of the season. Kinsler has been to 
the postseason three times with 
Texas and once with Detroit and 
could easily be playoff-bound 
again with Boston, which has the 
majors’ best record. 

The Angels, who are hovering 
around .500 and fourth in the AL 
West, sent cash to Boston along 
with Kinsler in exchange for 
Triple-A pitchers Ty Buttrey and 
Williams Jerez. 

Badly needing outfield help, the 
Cleveland Indians acquired cen¬ 
ter fielder Leonys Martin from 
the Detroit Tigers on Tuesday. 

Cleveland also got right-hand¬ 
er Kyle Dowdy in exchange for 
shortstop prospect Willi Castro. 


Cabrera 
focused on 
recovery 

By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Miguel Cabrera 
can now say it with a good deal of 
certainty: Baseball is harder than 
it looks on TV. 

“It’s so easy when you watch 
the game on TV. It’s so slow,” the 
Detroit slugger said. “The game 
is so simple on TV.” 

It’s not nearly as simple on the 
field, of course, and right now all 
Cabrera can do is watch. The Ti¬ 
gers lost their star first baseman 
in the middle of June to a rup¬ 
tured biceps tendon, and he’s out 
for the season. Detroit was in a 
rebuilding mode anyway, but los¬ 
ing one of the team’s top hitters 
was a significant blow. 

Cabrera was back at Comerica 
Park on Monday night to host an 
event supporting children’s health 
and youth baseball programs. He 
seemed to be feeling good, but he 
has a long way to go before play¬ 
ing again. 

“Right now it’s a little slow,” 
Cabrera said. “Hopefully in a 
couple weeks I starting do more 
stuff, to be healthy again.” 

Cabrera said he goes back and 
forth between Michigan and Flor¬ 
ida, and he thinks he’s making 
good progress toward being ready 
for spring training next year. The 
two-time American League MVP 
is 35 now, and this was supposed to 
be a crucial year for the veteran to 
show if he could still be one of the 
game’s most feared hitters after a 
poor showing in 2017. 

Instead, Cabrera has played 
only 38 games after never play¬ 
ing fewer than 119 in his previous 
decade with the Tigers. 

“Really hard, watch the games 
on TV. It’s really hard don’t be on 
the field with my teammates. It 
doesn’t matter if we win or lose. 
I want to be part of this process,” 
Cabrera said. 

Cabrera’s big contract extends 
through at least 2023, which means 
Detroit may have a hard time 
trading him as part of its rebuild. 
In 2016, he hit .316 with 38 home 
runs and 108 RBIs — his eighth 
straight year finishing in the AL’s 
top seven in batting average. 

Then last season, he hit .249 
with only 16 homers and an un¬ 
sightly .399 slugging percentage. 

There were some decent signs 
early this year. Cabrera hit .299 
with a .395 on-base percentage. 
But he had only three home runs. 
He was hitting .323 when he went 
on the disabled list in early May 
with a hamstring strain. He came 
back June 1, but his bat was quiet 
from then until his season-ending 
injury June 12. 

Cabrera’s absence has left a big 
hole in the lineup, and Detroit has 
backup catcher John Hicks play¬ 
ing first base quite a bit in his 
place. 

Only six players have reached 
both 500 home runs and 3,000 
hits, and with 465 homers and 
2,676 hits, Cabrera still has a good 
chance to join that group if he can 
play several more seasons. 
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Braves pitcher Sean Newcomb watches from the dugout during the 
first inning Monday against the Miami Marlins in Atlanta. 

Users didn’t seek 
out players’ tweets 


Briefly 

Classy: James opens school 


By Errin Haines Whack 

Associated Press 

A pair of Twitter users whose 
posts exposing offensive tweets 
by baseball players went viral 
over the weekend say their aim 
was not malicious but to give fans 
a fuller picture of who they’re 
cheering for, and to expose the 
sport’s “toxic” culture. 

In exclusive interviews with 
The Associated Press, both users 
said they weren’t looking for the 
years-old tweets from Milwaukee 
Brewers reliever Josh Hader or 
Atlanta Braves pitcher Sean New¬ 
comb, but when the posts came 
across their timelines, they felt 
obligated to share them. 

Kevin Jenkins wasn’t looking 
through Hader’s twitter feed as 
he watched the All-Star Game 
earlier this month. But then they 
began popping up on his Twitter 
feed. After seeing the pitcher’s 
racist, sexist and homophobic re¬ 
marks, it was hard for Jenkins to 
remain a fan. 

“Before the tweets, I thought 
he was a cool guy,” Jenkins said 
via direct message on Twitter. 
“An amazing pitcher and an even 
better person ... After the tweets, 
I mean ... It’s hard to defend the 
guy. My opinion has definitely 
changed.” 

Jenkins compiled screenshots 
of a handful of Hader’s offensive 
tweets and created a post. That 
tweet has garnered nearly 6,000 
likes. He said his intent wasn’t to 
dig up Hader’s past to bring him 
down. 

“I still feel that he’s an amazing 
pitcher, but the things he said were 
inexcusable,” Jenkins said. “None 
of us know if he’s really changed 
since then. I felt it was important 
for people to see the tweets and 
make their own judgment.” 

After Hader’s tweets came to 
light, the reliever was swift to 
apologize, saying the posts were 
a youthful mistake, written in 
2011 and 2012, when he was a 17- 
year-old and long before he was 
a mqjor leaguer. For Jenkins, who 
is 16 and white, the explanation 
didn’t fly. 

“I’m younger than he was at 
the time, and no one would ever 
see anything like that from me,” 
Jenkins said. “It’s horrid.” 

Over the weekend, old, offensive 


tweets from Newcomb and Wash¬ 
ington Nationals shortstop Trea 
Turner also resurfaced. Twitter 
user @NatsSquid posted about 
Newcomb after seeing one of the 
tweets on his timeline and did a 
search to see if there were others. 

“Baseball culture is toxic and I 
want players to be held account¬ 
able for what they say,” said @ 
NatsSquid, who spoke to The AP 
via direct message on Twitter 
and declined to give a reporter 
his name identifying himself only 
as “a DC-area male.” 

“There is deeply rooted racism 
in baseball as well as homophobia 
and sexism,” he said. “I would like 
baseball culture to change and be 
more accepting for everyone.” 

Despite the rivalry between 
the Nationals and Braves — cur¬ 
rently fighting for position in the 
National League East — ©NatsS¬ 
quid said his posts were not a 
form of fan warfare. 

“It absolutely had nothing to 
due (sic) with the Braves,” he said. 
“When I tweeted out Newcomb’s 
tweets, I didn’t even remember 
that he played for the Braves. 
It wasn’t about the game, or the 
team, it was about him as person. 
I was also really disappointed 
in the tweets that came out with 
Trea Turner and I thought I could 
expect better from him.” 

@NatsSquid said he was aware 
of the Hader controversy when he 
tweeted about Newcomb. When 
asked if he thought this weekend’s 
posts were the work of copycats, 
Jenkins said he hadn’t considered 
it, but doesn’t encourage it. 

“I’m hoping people don’t con¬ 
tinue to do this to athletes as a 
way to get attention, because that 
wasn’t my intention at all,” Jen¬ 
kins said. 

The act of exposing tweets is 
recognition that racism is every¬ 
body’s problem, said University 
of Hartford sociologist Woody 
Doane. 

“Going to a racist insult is some¬ 
thing that white Americans have 
in their toolkit,” Doane said. “As 
much as we like to say otherwise, 
I don’t think that’s something 
we’ve gotten rid of. If racism is 
going to end, white people need 
to call each other out on it. One of 
the elements of white privilege is 
not having to care about racism.” 


Associated Press 

AKRON, Ohio—LeBron James 
wore a tailored, slim-fitting, gray 
designer suit and black-rimmed 
glasses. He wanted to make a 
strong impression on the first day 
of school. 

After all, it’s his school. 

Hoping to inspire and provide 
support to kids facing the same 
problems he experienced during 
a rough childhood, James official¬ 
ly opened the I Promise School, 
a cutting-edge center built in a 
partnership with the NBA star’s 
family foundation and Akron City 
Schools. 

“I know exactly what these 
240 kids are going through,” he 
said, referring to the third- and 
fourth-graders who comprise the 
school’s first classes. “I know the 
ups the downs. I know everything 
they dream about. I know all the 
nightmares they have, because 
I’ve been there.” 

Long before he became a glob¬ 
ally celebrated sports celebrity 
and three-time champion, James 
was a lost little boy growing up 
without a father and wondering 
where his life was headed. He 
and his mom, Gloria, struggled 
for years. There was little money 
and less structure. 

His past is shaping the future 
for others. 

James has modeled the school, 
and so many other education 
initiatives started by Michele 
Campbell, executive director of 
The LeBron James Family Foun¬ 
dation, to combat the obstacles he 
faced. He’s giving at-risk children, 
some with learning disabilities 
and others from broken homes, 
opportunities they couldn’t have 
imagined, including food and 
other amenities. 

The I Promise School’s cur¬ 
riculum is centered around the 
foundation’s “We Are Family” 
philosophy, an encompassing ap¬ 
proach that allows for student 
growth and family development. 
The school follows a non-tradi- 


tional schedule with year-round 
programming and days that begin 
at 9 a.m. and end at 5 p.m. 

Anthony waived by 
Hawks, now free agent 

ATLANTA — The Atlanta 
Hawks have waived Carmelo An¬ 
thony, making official the move 
that was expected when the 10- 
time All-Star was traded from 
Oklahoma City this month. 

The 34-year-old Anthony may 
now sign with another team as 
a free agent. He averaged 16.2 
points with Oklahoma City this 
season. 

The Hawks acquired Anthony, 
a protected 2022 first-round draft 
pick from Oklahoma City and 
Justin Anderson from the Phila¬ 
delphia 76ers in the three-team 
trade July 19. 

Wade uncertain about 
another season 

MIAMI — Dwyane Wade’s fu¬ 
ture remains a mystery. 

The Miami Heat guard 
wouldn’t say Monday if he has 
decided whether to play this sea¬ 
son, which would be his 16th in 
the NBA. His future has been the 
source of much speculation for 
several weeks, with retirement a 
possibility. 

“In due time,” Wade said. 
“Time will tell.” 

Wade briefly addressed the 
issue while on a call promoting 
his role as an ambassador for the 
upcoming Jr. NBA World Cham¬ 
pionship that starts Aug. 7 in Or¬ 
lando, Fla. 

Heat President Pat Riley said 
last week the team will be patient 
while awaiting Wade’s decision, 
with the hope of an answer by 
mid-August. 

Panthers CB Cockrell 
needs surgery on leg 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. — Pan¬ 


thers cornerback Ross Cockrell 
broke his left tibia and fibula dur¬ 
ing practice Monday at the team’s 
training camp at Wofford College. 

The team said Cockrell will 
need surgery, but has not said 
if he is expected to miss the re¬ 
mainder of the season. 

It is the second severe injury 
in three days for the Panthers, a 
team that went 11-5 last season 
and earned a wild-card spot. 

Carolina lost starting right 
tackle Daryl Williams on Satur¬ 
day to a dislocated patella and 
torn medial collateral ligament in 
his right knee. The Panthers have 
not said if Williams will have sur¬ 
gery or if he will try to recover 
without it. 

Cockrell was injured when he 
collided with wide receiver Tor- 
rey Smith in the end zone while 
trying to break up a pass. 

In other NFL news: 

■ Sam Damold is signed, 
sealed and back under center. 

The New York Jets inked the 
rookie quarterback to a fully 
guaranteed four-year, $30.25 
million deal Monday, ending the 
contract holdout of the NFL’s No. 
3 overall draft pick. 

Flames Iginla retires 
after 20 years 

CALGARY, Alberta — Jarome 
Iginla closed his 20-year NHL ca¬ 
reer in the city where he was the 
face of the franchise. 

The 41-year-old winger made 
his retirement official Monday in 
Calgary, where he spent 16 sea¬ 
sons with the Flames. 

He’s the Flames’ all-time lead¬ 
er in goals with 525. The captain 
for his last decade in Calgary also 
scored the most points and played 
the most games. 

While a Stanley Cup eluded the 
likely Hall of Famer during his 
career, he was a dominant power 
forward in the NHL. 



Phil Long/AP 

LeBron James gets a laugh from his mother, Gloria, right, and other officials on Monday at the opening 
ceremony for the I Promise School in Akron, Ohio. The school is supported by the The LeBron James 
Family Foundation and is run by the Akron Public Schools. 
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Ease: Elliott stayed out 
of headlines in offseason 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“I am just ready to go out there 
and prove myself and be the run¬ 
ning back I am for this team,” El¬ 
liott said in his first meeting with 
reporters at camp. “And go out 
there and have a good year.” 

The suspension wasn’t the only 
thing that had Elliott in the head¬ 
lines last year. 

There was video of him pulling 
down a woman’s shirt during a 
St. Patrick’s Day parade in Dal¬ 
las. The NFL cited that incident 
in its letter detailing his punish¬ 
ment while saying it didn’t play a 
role in the outcome of a yearlong 
investigation conducted despite 
prosecutors in Ohio not pursuing 
the case. Elliott also was linked to 
a fight outside a bar not long be¬ 
fore the team reported to Califor¬ 
nia last July, although his name 
didn’t appear in the police report 
detailing the incident. 

This offseason came and 
went without any significant 
headlines. 

“I am being more cautious, 
more focused on my game,” said 
Elliott, who turned 23 last week. 
“And focused on having a good 
year.” 

After leading the league with 
1,631 yards rushing in 2016, El¬ 
liott had the best per-game rush¬ 
ing average last season at 98.3 
yards. His 2,614 yards through 
two seasons are the most in 
franchise history, ahead of NFL 
all-time rushing leader Emmitt 
Smith and another Hall of Famer, 
Tony Dorsett. 

The Cowboys aren’t making 
any secret about building their of¬ 
fense around him. Dallas dumped 
Dez Bryant, the franchise leader 
in touchdown receptions, in a 
cost-cutting move in the offsea¬ 
son. They believe the passing 
game with Prescott is best-suited 
feeding off Elliott. 

That’s why the Cowboys were 
as interested as Elliott was in a 
quiet offseason for the former 
Ohio State star. 


“It’s important for him, it’s 
important for his teammates, 
it’s important — obviously — for 
our franchise and what people’s 
thoughts are on him,” execu¬ 
tive vice president of personnel 
Stephen Jones said. “I think it 
was huge that he was able to re¬ 
ally get his hands around what 
this is all about — the challenges 
that are out there. Hopefully it’ll 
continue.” 

With Bryant and 15-year tight 
end Jason Witten gone, Elliott 
mentions leadership every time 
he talks to reporters now. While 
acknowledging that vocal leader¬ 
ship doesn’t come naturally for 
him, he’s shown some signs in po¬ 
sition drills at camp. 

“I think he’s grown into it 
pretty well,” Brown said. “Obvi¬ 
ously he’s not a vocal leader. But I 
think he leads by example. When 
guys see him finishing the way 
he finishes and working the way 
he works, that speaks louder than 
his voice.” 

As for Brown’s “happy” 
thoughts about Elliott, the 2016 
All-Pro will whoop and holler 
from time to time while carrying 
the ball to end zone even after the 
whistle blows during practice. 

“I think he’s in good spirits,” 
backup running back Rod Smith 
said. “I’ve seen what he went 
through last year and seeing him 
to be able to overcome all of that 
and just to see him now just hav¬ 
ing to worry about nothing but 
football, it’s a beautiful feeling.” 

Owner Jerry Jones supported 
Elliott’s legal fight even though it 
kept the issue lingering over the 
team when a quicker resolution 
might have given the Cowboys a 
better chance at a playoff push 
late in the season. 

“I just think he looks veteran- 
ish,” Jones said Sunday. “I think 
he looks confident. I think he’s 
getting good hard work in. Fun¬ 
damental work. He just looks 
sound to me. I’m glad to see him 
get that solid work in.” 



Gus Ruelas/AP 


Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott, right, and quarterback Dak 
Prescott fake a handoff during training camp in Oxnard, Calif. 
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Rookie Tre’Quan Smith is part of the New Orleans Saints’ new wide receiving corps. 


New Saints receivers 
vying for more snaps 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

METAIRIE, La. — When Saints rookie receiver 
Tre’Quan Smith picked his jersey number, he had a 
choice between 10 or 18. 

The number 10 held no personal significance to 
Smith previously, but he knew it meant something 
to fans in New Orleans. 

Brandin Cooks, the Saints’ first-round choice in 
2014, wore that number until he was traded to New 
England in 2017. So Smith, never shy about discuss¬ 
ing his own high standards, went with that. 

“It meant a lot, what he did on the field when he 
was here,” Smith said of Cooks, who had two 1,000- 
yard seasons in New Orleans and is now with the 
Los Angeles Rams. 

“It just boosts the expectations of like, what I have 
to do. Because I know the guy who wore it before 
me, he was a great player. So, I want to be a great 
player.” 

The 6-foot-2 Smith is one of two receivers who 
could grow into significant roles in New Orleans’ 
passing game. The other is Cameron Meredith, a 
free-agent acquisition who led Chicago in receiv¬ 
ing two seasons ago before missing all of last season 
with a knee injury. 

Smith unabashedly endorses the notion that he 
was one of the steals of last spring’s draft when he 
was selected in the third round — 91st overall — out 
of Central Florida. 

Saints receivers coach Curtis Johnson said the 6- 
3 Meredith has the ability to give the Saints some of 
what they lost when the franchise’s career receiv¬ 
ing leader, Marques Colston, retired after the 2015 
season. 

“When you talk about red zone and third down, 
one thing you want to do is you want to have length” 
on the field, said Johnson, who also was Meredith’s 
position coach in Chicago two seasons ago. “He has 
the skills to separate in small spaces. For big guys, 
that’s tough.” 

Johnson said Meredith can play out wide, but is 
particularly adept at executing “seam” routes down 
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Cameron Meredith is a free-agent acquistion that 
led Chicago in receiving two seasons ago before 
missing all of last season with a knee injury. 


the middle of the field as a slot receiver, particularly 
against smaller defensive backs. 

“There’s a lot of small DBs in the league, and you 
love to see him match up with small guys, especially 
in the slot,” Johnson said. 

Last season, Michael Thomas and Ted Ginn were 
the most productive members of New Orleans’ re¬ 
ceiving group; Thomas had 1,245 yards and five 
touchdown catches, while Ginn had 787 yards and 
four TDs receiving. 

Both are back. But if Meredith returns to his form 
of 2016 — 888 yards, four TDs — and Smith devel¬ 
ops quickly, quarterback Drew Brees could find it 
easier to punish defenses for shading coverage to¬ 
ward a particular side of the field, or a particular 
receiver. 
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Kuechly looks to improve pass rush skills 



Chuck Burton/AP 


Carolina Panthers middle linebacker Luke Kuechly runs a drill during training camp in 
Spartanburg, S.C., on Sunday. Kuechly is considered one of the best linebackers in 
the league but said his rushing ability needs to improve “by leaps and bounds.” 


By Steve Reed 

Associated Press 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. — Well, it turns 
out that maybe Panthers four-time All-Pro 
middle linebacker Luke Kuechly may have 
a minor flaw in his game. 

Who knew? 

The 27-year-old Kuechly, considered one 
of the best players in the league at his posi¬ 
tion, said after Sunday’s practice his pass 
rushing ability needs to improve “by leaps 
and bounds.” 

And Panthers coach Ron Rivera was 
quick to agree. 

“Yes, he does” need to improve, Rivera 
said. “Like Cam [Newton] likes to tell you, 
‘Superman has his Kryptonite.’” 

Kuechly has been akin to Superman 
for the Panthers defense for the past six 
seasons. 

He has 818 tackles and 15 intercep¬ 
tions during that span, and has staked his 
claim as the most productive middle line¬ 
backer ever to play for the Panthers _with 
a realistic chance to go down as one of the 
NFL’s all-time bests along with Ray Lewis, 
Jack Lambert, Dick Butkus and Mike 
Singletary. 

Rivera has repeatedly said Kuechly is 
like having a coach on the field with his 
ability to call out an opponent’s play call to 
teammates before the ball is ever snapped. 
He’s seemingly always around the ball and 
his mistakes are few and far between. 

Getting to the quarterback has rarely 
been one of Kuechly’s strengths. 

He has IOV 2 career sacks, including just 
one last season. By comparison, Seattle 
middle linebacker Bobby Wagner — whom 
Kuechly is often compared to in the NFC 
— has 15 V 2 sacks during that same span. 

Kuechly is working with new lineback¬ 
ers coach Steve Russ to improve his explo¬ 


siveness and ability to penetrate the line of 
scrimmage, a skillset that could potentially 
elevate the 2013 NFL Defensive Player of 
the Year to a whole new level. 

“Coach Russ has a planned attack for 
(improving) that and hopefully it will 
translate into a game,” Kuechly said. 


Kuechly joked that he has to get better 
at pressuring the quarterback because his 
longtime buddy Thomas Davis, the team’s 
outside linebacker, “beats me in that (cat¬ 
egory) every year — and I have to try to 
get him back.” 

This may be Kuechly’s year to get the 


best of Davis, who will start the season 
serving a four-game suspension for testing 
positive for a banned substance. 

It’s not anything new for Kuechly to 
target an area to improve. For the past 
couple of years Kuechly spent extra en¬ 
ergy working on his pass coverage skills, 
an area in which he has shown noticeable 
improvement. 

Of course, the biggest concern for Kue¬ 
chly will be avoiding another concussion. 
He has sustained a concussion in each of 
the past three seasons, causing him to miss 
10 games. 

The Panthers simply can’t afford to lose 
him. 

His speed and ability to chase down 
ball carriers from sideline to sideline still 
amazes Rivera, who played linebacker for 
nine seasons for the Chicago Bears and 
won a Super Bowl in the 1985 season. 

Rivera said he’s “seen everything” from 
Kuechly, but pointed to a play he made last 
week in practice that caused the coach to 
pause the game film and replay it in slow 
motion several times. As Rivera describes 
it, Kuechly was chasing down a ball car¬ 
rier to the outside when a blocker stepped 
in his way to cut him off. 

But that didn’t keep Kuechly from mak¬ 
ing the play though. 

“The position he was in, he should have 
been cut off,” Rivera said. “But he made 
a step in and the blocker came down with 
him and he jumped around him and accel¬ 
erated to the outside and made the play. It’s 
one of those where you just sit there and 
go, ‘Wow.’” 

While the focus this summer will be on 
improving as a pass rusher, Rivera said 
Kuechly remains a special player. 

“He has that kind of ability and I think 
a big part of it is just how smart he is as a 
football player,” Rivera said. 


McKinnon settling into role as 49ers featured back 



Ben Margot/AP 


San Francisco 49ers running back Jerick McKinnon runs with the 
ball during practice last Thursday. McKinnon has more speed and is 
a better receiving threat than last year’s starter, Carlos Hyde. 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Jer¬ 
ick McKinnon had a steep learn¬ 
ing curve when he arrived in San 
Francisco as the highly paid fea¬ 
tured back for the 49ers. 

After four seasons as mostly a 
backup in Minnesota, McKinnon 
was one of San Francisco’s big- 
ticket additions in free agency 
this offseason and took some time 
to learn coach Kyle Shanahan’s 
complex new offense. 

“When I first got here, I was 
lost. I was really lost,” McKin¬ 
non said. “My head was spinning. 
It’s different protections I have to 
learn, different concepts I have to 
learn and basically I have to take 
my whole way of thinking for four 
years and switch it up to a new 
one. I guess it’s complex when 
you’re new to it, but once you start 
studying it, you get it. I’m starting 
to get it.” 

McKinnon has shown just 
that early in training camp. He 
broke a long run around the left 
side on the team’s first 11-on-ll 
drill of the summer and also has 
made several catches out of the 
backfield. 

Those skills are why the 49ers 
gave the career backup a $30 mil¬ 
lion, four-year contract this off¬ 
season. McKinnon will get paid 


$12 million in 2018. Only Todd 
Gurley and Saquon Barkley have 
signed contracts that will pay 
them more this season, according 
to spotrac.com. 

But McKinnon feels no added 
pressure because of the high 
price tag. 

“I’ve had the same mindset I’ve 
had since my rookie year, which 
is coming in and working,” he 
said. “A lot of guys get contracts 
and some of them get content. For 
me, it’s about staying the same 
and continuing to work and show¬ 
ing my teammates how I work 
and what I bring to the table and 
pushing everybody around me.” 

McKinnon spent four years in 
Minnesota after being drafted 
in the third round in 2014 out of 
Georgia Southern. He has rushed 
for 1,918 yards with an average 
of 4.0 yards per carry, has 142 
catches for 984 yards, and has 
scored 12 touchdowns. 

McKinnon had his most pro¬ 
ductive season last year, when he 
ran for a career-high 570 yards 
while setting personal bests with 
51 catches for 421 yards. 

McKinnon replaces Carlos 
Hyde, who left as a free agent for 
Cleveland. 

McKinnon has more speed and 
is a better receiving threat than 
Hyde and should fit well into Sha¬ 


nahan’s offense. But Shanahan 
said McKinnon’s strengths start 
as a runner. 

“You have to be a good run¬ 
ning back to truly get the effects 
of being good in the pass game 
because if you’re only good in 
the pass game, then they can just 
treat you as a receiver and it’s dif¬ 
ferent,” he said. “So, it starts with 
being a running back and we re¬ 
ally like him as a running back. 
We studied every run he had in 
Minnesota. I think he fits in the 
type of runs we do very well. He’s 
got the speed. He’s got the cutting 
ability and he’s got the toughness 
to run through arm tackles. Then 
the pass game is the huge bonus. 
He is a matchup issue. He’s very 
good in his routes. ... Just versa¬ 
tility-wise, he’s going to help us a 
lot.” 

Having a running back who is 
a threat in the passing game is 
a crucial part of Shanahan’s of¬ 
fense. The Niners ranked third in 
the NFL last year with 113 recep¬ 
tions out of the backfield, up from 
just 67 the previous year under 
Chip Kelly. 

While Hyde had a team-high 
59 catches last season, he wasn’t 
particularly productive. He aver¬ 
aged just5.9 yards on those catch¬ 
es and turned only 28.8 percent of 
them into first downs. 

Those numbers are signifi¬ 


cantly below McKinnon’s 8.3 
yards per catch and 39.2 percent 
first downs as his skills make 
him a better option in the passing 
game. 

“Jerick is a unique talent,” 
quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo 
said. “He can do things out of the 


backfield. You can line him up in 
the slot.... He can do so many dif¬ 
ferent things that it’s hard for a 
defense. What do you put on him? 
A linebacker, a safety, a corner? 
It’s a pick your poison type of 
thing so it makes my job a whole 
lot easier.” 
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AT EASE 

Cowboys’ Elliott more 
relaxed without drama 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 


OXNARD, Calif. 

E zekiel Elliott never has offered 
much about his state of mind 
at training camp a year ago 
when the star running 
back of the Dallas Cowboys faced 
the possibility of a suspension over 
domestic violence allegations. 

So let his position coach ex¬ 
plain the difference now that the 
drama is gone. 

“You go at this time last year, 
he’s very stressed out,” running 
backs coach Gary Brown said. 

“Wasn’t himself. Looked big. 

Now he looks happy and 
jubilant and lean and just 
going out there and hav¬ 
ing some fun. So it’s a 
completely different Zeke 
than it was last year.” 

The six-game suspen¬ 
sion was announced while 
the Cowboys were in Califor¬ 
nia last year. Elliott’s legal team 
sued after the club returned to Texas, sparking a 
two-month court fight that finally ended with the 
2016 NFL rushing leader serving the ban halfway 
through the season. 

Elliott had an uneven start last year before look¬ 
ing more like the rookie sensation who helped 
lead the Cowboys to an NFC-best 13 wins along¬ 
side quarterback Dak Prescott, the NFL Offen¬ 
sive Rookie of the Year on that playoff team. 
Then Elliott ran out of legal options, the Cowboys 
lost three straight games and Dallas ultimately 
missed the postseason at 9-7. 

There isn’t any waiting and wondering now. 

SEE EASE ON PAGE 30 


Dallas Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott is much more 
at ease at training camp this year. At this time last year, a 
potential suspension for domestic violence loomed. 

Gus Ruelas/AP 
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